
 The diocese
has small grants
available (usually
£50-100, maybe more
in exceptional cases).
There are two oppor-
tunities to apply, with
deadlines in May and
November.
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YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

� PLAY CHURCH in Holy Week
� MESSY CHURCH in Dalkeith and Lasswade
� HOLIDAY CLUB IDEAS - Scripture Union’s resources
� GRANTS AVAILABLE for youth and children’s work
� GLENALMOND YOUTH WEEK - a delegate’s view
� 20 YEARS! - St Mary’s Cathedral hosts Provincial

celebrations of the Youth Week
� RESOURCE ROUND-UP - Youth Alpha and Youth for

Christ

http://edinburgh.anglican.org/2016/03/youth-and-children/
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AT ST PETER’S PEEBLES

children were
invited to make ‘palm’
leaves with cut-out hand
prints, and to use these and
a gold crown to decorate
the play church altar. They
spontaneously decided to
recreate the story on the
altar with all the figures from
the church toy box, com-
plete with a ‘red carpet’ of
palm leaves made from the
off-cuts of the hand prints.
All their own work!

after
foot-washing and an all-age
meal of lamb and bitter
herbs, during which we re-
told the story of the Last
Supper, children helped to
strip the main altar and the
play church altar. Everyone
then left the church in
silence.
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an all-age Stations of the
Cross concluded with Jesus’ death, rep-
resented by the play church cross. Chil-
dren were invited to make the cross
look sad and solemn: they chose black
fabric, sackcloth, rough rope and a
crown of thorns. They covered the altar
with their Good Friday prayers, and
chose to re-use the gold crown from
Palm Sunday. This was a poignant visu-
al representation of the sign which read
“The King of the Jews”.

 in a busy all-age Baptism
service, children made paper flowers to
decorate the play church. They chose
to use gold fabric, the crown (again)
and lots of candles to make the altar
look beautiful, in honour of this very
special day. After the purple and black
of Lent and Holy Week, Rev Jim de-
scribed Easter as the church’s “Golden
Time” - a phrase that every school child
knows means a special treat and time
for celebration.



Diocesan Youth & Children Officer: Claire Benton-Evans

Facebook page: Edinburgh Diocese Youth and Children
Twitter: @EdinDioYouth

Email: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Direct line: 0131 346 9081 Mobile: 0747 372 8148
Office: 21a Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL

A DELEGATE’S EXPERIENCE OF THE PROVINCIAL YOUTH WEEK

The Youth Alpha Pioneer
initiative is a chance to find
& invest in young leaders in
your church, empowering
and equipping them to in-
vite their generation in an
authentic and relevant way.
The idea is really simple:
leaders come to a regional
Alpha Youth Pioneer night
with two or three of their
young people, then encour-
age and support them to
plan and run their Alpha,
their way for their friends.

Destiny
52 Gorgie Road

Edinburgh
EH11 2NB

Glen worships are the
stuff of legend. Funny,
weird, moving, and some-
times a little bit scary. If
you see a congregation
staggering out of a church
with confetti in their hair,
splashmarks on their
clothes, and big laughter-
lines on their faces you
know they've just experi-
enced a Glen worship. But
what's really different about
them isn't just the UV paint, the
paper aeroplanes or the rather
fetching hats. It's the fact that
we, the youth, organise them.

What's really good about young
people organising the services
is that instead of having the
word of God spoken at us, it
gives us a chance to get up and
touch, hear, hold, even taste
(that's another story) the word
of God. It also helps us to take
these stories and teachings and
express them in a different way.
A way that will speak to more
people and fuel their imagina-
tions. Because let's face it, if
these letters and lessons are

imprisoned on paper nobody's
going to want to study them.

That's not the only thing that's dif-
ferent about Glen. Another thing
that's different is the house
groups. In these house groups we
take a look at different stories and
teachings from the Bible and we
talk about what they mean, what
God's trying to tell us, and how
we can apply that in everyday life.
Of course we have differing views
on this, but we don't see it as a
bad thing, we embrace it. We
open ourselves up to other peo-
ple's opinions and we're never
afraid to share our own. And the
result is that it helps us to under-

  ALPHA YOUTH
PIONEER INITIATIVE

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/alpha-youth-pioneer-edinburgh-tickets-33151669536
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It may still be spring, but
you can get ready for the
exciting summer break by
buying your holiday club
resources now.

Scripture Union has a vast
range of club resources
available. Each club is de-
signed to accommodate,
teach and entertain children
of all ages and abilities, both
within the local community
and church.

This year, Guardians of Anc-
ora returns for a brand new
adventure! Treasure
Seekers is a great interac-
tive programme for 5–11's.
Introduce the life and times
of Jesus through flexible
sessions, including activities
such as craft, games and
creative prayer. Complete
your holiday club with the
Resource book and accom-
panying booklets: Treasure
Store for 5–8's and Treasure
Chest for 8–11's.

stand what these prophets and
disciples were perhaps trying to
say. For me an important part
about being a Christian is discov-
ering new things about my reli-
gion and opening my mind to
change. And it's stuff like that that
Glen encourages.

But for me the best thing about
Glen is the fun, welcoming atmos-
phere. On the way back from
Glen 16, just as I was wondering
how long it was until Glen 17, my
mum turned to me and asked ‘Do
people ever get homesick at
Glen?’ To which I replied: ‘No, but
when people get home they get
Glensick.’ This is because Glen
isn't just a place to mess about
and talk about God. It's a family. A
big warm, friendly, if slightly dys-
functional family. Like a utopian
society, everybody's kind to and
supports each other, they don't
look for conflict. It's just so happy
and peaceful that going back to
the real world full of stress and
terror is quite an emotional depar-

ture. But it's okay because we
know it won't be long till some-
one decides that enough is
enough and it's time to have a
reunion.

But everything I've just told you
shouldn't just be limited to
Glen. We're living in a world
where religion has become the
stuff of ridicule with people say-
ing it's boring, prejudiced, and
has no place in a modern soci-
ety. I say it's time to prove them
wrong. Get young people in-
volved in the services (and not
just carrying incense). Discuss
the Bible and don't just shout it
at people. Experiment with dif-
ferent prayer techniques. I be-
lieve that God doesn't picture
its followers sitting in a grey
church with no central heating.
It pictured them going out into
the world discussing their be-
liefs with others and finding
new ways to reach people.”

NOW BOOKING FOR GLEN 17! SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS

   HOLIDAY CLUB
RESOURCES

http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/3720557.id?utm_source=ChildrensBookList&utm_campaign=038513c6d8-all_holiday_club_resources_24_04_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a943362a60-038513c6d8-264394801&mc_cid=038513c6d8&mc_eid=ccba5c5c4e
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/3720557.id?utm_source=ChildrensBookList&utm_campaign=038513c6d8-all_holiday_club_resources_24_04_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a943362a60-038513c6d8-264394801&mc_cid=038513c6d8&mc_eid=ccba5c5c4e
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/3720557.id?utm_source=ChildrensBookList&utm_campaign=038513c6d8-all_holiday_club_resources_24_04_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a943362a60-038513c6d8-264394801&mc_cid=038513c6d8&mc_eid=ccba5c5c4e
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/Shop/Holidayandmid-weekclubs/10019.id?utm_source=ChildrensBookList&utm_campaign=038513c6d8-all_holiday_club_resources_24_04_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a943362a60-038513c6d8-264394801&mc_cid=038513c6d8&mc_eid=ccba5c5c4e


OF THE PROVINCIAL YOUTH WEEK AT STRATHALLAN AND GLENALMOND
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St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh recently hosted a weekend of
celebrations to mark twenty years of the Provincial Youth Week.
This ever-popular summer camp for Scottish Episcopalian teen-
agers was held first at Strathallan School and latterly at Glenal-
mond College. Celebrations lasted all weekend!

   GLEN-STYLE
ACTIVITIES



Diocesan Youth & Children Officer: Claire Benton-Evans

Facebook page: Edinburgh Diocese Youth and Children
Twitter: @EdinDioYouth

Email: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Direct line: 0131 346 9081 Mobile: 0747 372 8148
Office: 21a Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL

On Saturday 1 April, St Mary’s Cathedral and grounds were buzzing with a variety of much
loved Glen-style activities, including a labyrinth, a prayer tent, chainmail-making, outdoor
sports, supervised snoozing and the Winnie the Pooh Boot Camp. In the evening, over 100
delegates, former delegates, leaders and their families came together for an energetic
celebration Ceilidh and a delicious hog roast.
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“Well if I had had to choose a gospel passage for a sermon on
the 20th Anniversary of our Youth Camps, I don't think I would
have chosen the raising of Lazarus. The cynics might suggest that
youth work in their church needs a Lazarus moment but I remain
convinced that it isn't youth work that needs the Lazarus touch,
but congregational life. Let me explain.

In the Gospel, we hear both
Martha and Mary having a real
go at Jesus. Martha goes to
meet him to tell him that if he
had hurried, her brother would
be okay. Mary also knows that
if he had got to Bethany in time
her brother would still be alive.
It is irrelevant to her what else
he was doing, he should have
been there. His concern now
isn't enough, he has let her
down. She who has sat at his
feet listening to him, she who
has put aside the housework to
be with him, she who is the
holy one: how could he have
let her down.

Well Bishop John, that is not
an unusual response to my
concerns. “+Mark if you had
just been here it would be
okay.” Mind you, I also get
“+Mark if you had just stayed
away everything would be al-
right” as well.

So how does this fit into the
youth camps of our church or
more particularly the youth of
our church? Well I believe it is
to do with fellowship, the
church being a fellowship rath-
er than a place that we gather

to ask God for things. It is the dif-
ference between Mary and Mar-
tha as a family that Jesus felt
loved in, and Mary and Martha in
their sadness and grief demand-
ing he does something.

Twenty or thirty years ago the life
of much of our church had
changed and one of those things
that had begun to change in
many of our smaller rural charges
was that the congregation lost the
ability to provide the type of care
and family fellowship that our
young people needed. The
church became concerned with
single acts of worship on Sunday
mornings, and places where peo-
ple came to ask God for some-
thing. At the same time in many
of our large city churches youth
work became a paid occupation
that provided youth work but
often little connection with the
congregation, the family of the
church.

Twenty years ago, it became
clear that as the church lost the
critical mass to provide congre-
gational-based youth work and
youth care, then the remaining
young people became very lonely
in church. So an annual camp

BISHOP MARK’S SERMON: JOHN 11.1-45
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(originally to be once every two
years) was established to provide
worship, prayer and fellowship for
our young people, giving them a
glimpse of a church filled with
contemporaries, allowing them to
find other young Episcopalians
and, yes, to say thank you for
them still being here. It also pro-
vided a space where young peo-
ple of Faith could be open about
that Faith, something that the so-
ciety we live in can make very
difficult: too many of our young
people have faced ridicule be-
cause they attend church.
The Camp started at Strathallan
School and then moved to Glena-
lmond where it continues to pro-
vide fellowship, worship and
prayer but also much more.  It
provides a sense of belonging to
this church. Today at General
Synod I watch as former dele-
gates arrive as Lay members, I
hear of youth events, church

planting, vocational discernment;
through Facebook and Twitter I
see so much that is good being
done by those who were once
delegates, and not just for the
church: active in community, poli-
tics, science - the list goes on,
but doing these from the per-
spective of a firm Christian back-
ground.

But I also need amongst the con-
gratulations, to give a hint of
warning: these young people turn
up for events across the country
but often they struggle in their
local churches. The Youth Camps
have developed among the dele-
gates a sense of ministry, leader-
ship and mission; they need to
feel part of that in the churches
they worship in otherwise many
will become like the angry Mary
asking where God and the
Church went when they were
needed.

The church needs to be
like the house at Bethany, a
place that allows the space
for the ideas and fresh ex-
pressions of our young
people to be part of the
mainstream of what we do,
and the church and the
congregations need to
learn to love them and to
notice them and have them
serve on Vestry, talk at Syn-
ods, lead the prayers, offer
the Word and who knows
maybe some more of them
might one day stand here
to be ordained.

Strath and Glen have been
inspirational in creating a
huge group of church
youngsters who want to
serve.

I AM SO PRIVILEGED TO
HAVE BEEN PART OF
THIS for so many years.
The love I receive from the
delegates new and old sus-
tains me in my ministry.
Please pray for the camp,
please pray for our church-
es to be as adventurous
and loving as the camps,
so that new birth in mission
and ministry will be natural.

BISHOP MARK’S SERMON CONT.D
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Rock Solid
For 11-14s, featuring:
● Looking at giving and

identity through mini series
● An age-appropriate look at

addiction and war
● Minecraft and creativity
● Music, worship and a

‘summer playlist’

Lumen
A discipleship resource for
11-14s:
● Getting young people pas-

sionate about praying for
their mates

● Exploring how young peo-
ple can have pure relation-
ships in a world that is
becoming more online fo-
cused

● Exploring leadership, look-
ing at the letters to Timo-
thy and Titus

Mettle
For 15-18s:
● Exploring the first 5 beati-

tudes
● Exploring suffering and

forgiveness in ‘The Shack’
● ‘Jesus, Trump and Brexit’:

exploring how we should
respect leadership, whilst
maintaining a heart for
love and justice

I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to Messy Church at St Mary’s, Dalkeith.
The whole event took place in the church building, which was alive with
colour, activity and happy children. Activities were stationed around the
church, then we moved to a side chapel for the storytelling and singing.
The open area at the back of the church accommodated all of us - chil-
dren, parents and helpers - sitting down for a hot meal together. This
was a great example of a team of volunteers working well together, es-
pecially as each Messy Church is delivered twice: once at St Mary’s
and again at the linked charge of St Leonard’s, Lasswade. Thank you
to Rev Peter Harris and the team for making me so welcome!

 YOUTH FOR CHRIST
RESOURCES

https://www.yfcresources.co.uk/rock-solid-home?utm_source=Subscribers+-+Free+Trialers+%28updated+26%2F01%2F2016%29&utm_campaign=d4c254bbc6-Summer_2017_Free_Trialer3_31_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4e39d65a11-d4c254bbc6-430506701&ct=t(Summer_2017_Free_Trialer3_31_2017)
https://www.yfcresources.co.uk/lumen-home?utm_source=Subscribers+-+Free+Trialers+%28updated+26%2F01%2F2016%29&utm_campaign=d4c254bbc6-Summer_2017_Free_Trialer3_31_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4e39d65a11-d4c254bbc6-430506701&ct=t(Summer_2017_Free_Trialer3_31_2017)
https://www.yfcresources.co.uk/mettle-home?utm_source=Subscribers+-+Free+Trialers+%28updated+26%2F01%2F2016%29&utm_campaign=d4c254bbc6-Summer_2017_Free_Trialer3_31_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4e39d65a11-d4c254bbc6-430506701&ct=t(Summer_2017_Free_Trialer3_31_2017)
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 DIARY DATES

 - Glenalmond
booking deadline

 Alpha Youth
Pioneer event,
Edinburgh

 - Solas
Festival at the Bield,
near Perth

 - Provincial
Youth Week at Glenal-
mond

Do you have teenagers (S1-S6) in your church? Glenalmond
Youth Week is for them! Bookings are now open. Posters
have been sent out: please display one in your church. If you
have a question or would like more information, please con-
tact me. The application form is available on the Diocesan
website here.

Got SOMETHING
coming up at your

church?
Advertise it here!

http://edinburgh.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/glen17form.pdf

