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YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

� THE SLEEPOVER BY THE CASTLE
� A TEENAGER SPEAKS AT SYNOD
� CHRISTMAS AROUND THE DIOCESE
� SCHOOL VISITS TO CHURCH: St Ninian’s Comely Bank
� SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAINING: 2018 opportunity
� A GLEN FAMILY CHRISTMAS
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This year’s Edinburgh event
was the Sleepover by the
Castle and was hosted by St
Columba’s by the Castle.
Over 30 delegates and 18
leaders came from all over
Scotland, plus extra guests
who joined us for the fun and
games (and food). We were
delighted to welcome Bishop
John, not least because Gle-
nalmond delegates who had
brought their Pisky Bingo
cards (which encourage their
attendance at youth sleep-
overs throughout the year)
had an opportunity for some
#bishopbagging! It was great
to see Bishop John take up
the challenge of indoor joust-
ing, too…
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On Sunday morning we all joined
the regular congregation of St Co-
lumba’s for worship. The young
people joined with the church’s
own musicians to provide music
throughout the service; they pre-
sented a dramatized version of the
Gospel reading in two parts, and
two delegates addressed us dur-
ing the ‘sermon slot’. Samuel
spoke powerfully about the Great-
est Commandment (Matthew 22:
34-40) reflecting on how hard it is
to love our neighbours. He sur-
veyed historical progress towards
this goal, for example in the aboli-

tion of slavery and the civil rights
movement; he also challenged us
to examine worrying examples of
backsliding in recent years, such
as the undercurrents of xenopho-
bia in Brexit debates. He ended
with a challenge to each of us:
what can  do to love our neigh-
bours better? One of our younger
delegates, Michael, spoke to us
about the second half of the Gos-
pel, in which the Pharisees ques-
tioned Jesus (Matthew 22: 41-46)
– you can read his words over-
leaf..
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A group of delegates also
led us in prayer. Their
thoughtful intercessions in-
vited us to pray for peace: in
Spain and Catalonia; be-
tween America and North
Korea; in Syria, Afghanistan
and Iraq. They offered
prayers for refugees, that
they might find “a safe place
to live and thrive.” They
prayed for countries affected
by recent hurricanes, that
they might find “a way for-
ward and repair the dam-
age.” They prayed for
LGBTQ+ people and for
equality; for people who are
bullied and misunderstood;
for the finding of new bish-
ops. They prayed for people
who have died and those
who are ill, and for their car-
ers. Finally they prayed for
the family they have found
through the Scottish Episco-
pal Church’s Youth Week at
Glenalmond : “We pray for
our pisky fam, for wherever
they are and whatever they
are doing, that God will al-
ways be with them and love
them.” These sleepover
events are all about bringing
this special family together
at regular intervals through-
out the year, so AMEN to
that!

“We are now going to ask you some
questions. When we say them to you
we would like you to close your eyes
and think. Close your eyes now
please.

What do you think of the Messiah?

What questions would you ask if Jesus was here?

What do you think Jesus would say back?

How does Jesus’ answer make you feel?

You can open your eyes now. We would like you to answer this ques-
tion please: why do you think the Pharisees didn’t ask Jesus any more
questions?

Thank you for listening to the sermon.”



I spent a very enjoyable af-
ternoon at St Ninian’s
Comely Bank recently, to
witness a visit to the church
by year 5 pupils from Flora
Stevenson’s Primary school.
The team at St Ninian’s
worked very hard to prepare
for this visit, which was re-
peated with two further
classes the following week.
It was a model of excellent
practice for school visits:
here is Rev David de Pome-
rai’s report.

.
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The pupils’ RE project was to
compare the places of wor-
ship and central beliefs of two
major faiths, and we had un-
der an hour to convey the es-
sence of Christianity.  Given
the age group (9-10 year
olds), the experience needed
to be interactive with opportu-
nities for questions and activi-
ties.

So when each group of 30-
odd excitable children arrived
at our doors with an RE
teacher and a couple of par-
ents, they found our church
laid out a little differently.  The
opening talk focused on what
we believe – with core ele-
ments of the Christmas and
Easter stories flanking the

love of God portrayed as a sim-
ple four-square sheet of paper.
Cut off a corner to share with
any of the children and how
many corners remain? No, not
3, but 8 – 5 on the original
shape and 3 on the triangular
piece cut off. Cut off another
corner, and God’s love just
keeps on growing – now with 6
corners plus two triangles – 12
corners in all. Plenty of opportu-
nity for excitement and ques-
tions, some of which had to be
deferred until later…

We then split into three groups –
an unstated Trinitarian theme
emerging (though that would
have taken too long to explain).
In the sanctuary area, there
were chasubles and stoles in
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each of the seasonal colours
hung over the altar rail, and avail-
able for the children to dress up in
if they wanted to. Other opportuni-
ties for questions and interaction
were provided by yellow labels
marking the altar, font, eagle lec-
tern, glass panels of St Ninian
and St Columba, sanctuary lamp,
tabernacles, crucifix and an unob-
trusive empty cross.
Over in the prayer corner, similar
labels invited questions about our
three statues, icons, holding
crosses, and candles (with an op-
portunity for each child to light
one under adult supervision).
Across the aisle, a large cloth lab-
yrinth was laid out in an area
cleared of chairs – and after an
explanation of how to follow the
path through all its twists and
turns, groups of children were in-
vited to take off their shoes and
give it a try. Inevitably, some
turned it into a racetrack and went
hilariously wrong, whereas those
who tackled it more slowly and
carefully eventually found their
way into the centre and back out
again. Very instructive!
A third group in the foyer found
our large statue of St Ninian as

well as a painting of the Risen
Lord and posters illustrating the
church’s mission work beyond
its walls.  There was mention of
Fair Trade, of the Bethany night
shelter (for which St Ninian’s
had recently provided a cater-
ing team), and of a shopping
trolley full of goods for the Food
Bank and for refugees in Leba-
non.  Then outside there was
our garden to explore, a much
bigger empty cross, and the
Peace Pole
which is itself
linked with Flora
Stevenson’s.
Some or all of
these provided
the focus for a
short final talk
reunited in the
church, with yet
more searching
questions from
the children.
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Olivia Smith is a delegate at
the Provincial Youth Week at
Glenalmond, and one of our
under-18 Diocesan represent-
atives on the Provincial Youth
Committee. She worships at
St Columba’s by the Castle. I
invited her to address our re-
cent Diocesan Synod, and we
were impressed by her maid-
en speech. Here’s the full text
of Olivia’s address…

set foot in church and the last thing I wanted was
for a cult of conservative God freaks to drag me
kicking and screaming back. And was that what I
found? Nope. Otherwise I wouldn’t be here. The
first real surprise was in house group when I was
sitting awkwardly among complete strangers
waiting for them to get down in their hands and
knees and start singing Hail Marys. Instead what
happened was when we got to talking we had a
laugh, got to know each other and I was put
completely at ease within five minutes of arrival. I
thought it would be different when I confessed
my doubts about the presence of prejudice with-
in the church and its place in modern society.
But instead of them holding up crucifixes and
throwing holy water at me, they acknowledged
the validity of my point and weren’t afraid to dis-
cuss it. And from there it just got better. We
talked about the issues of Christianity, we were
allowed to organise our own worship, and we
opened ourselves up to each other, creating a
bond as strong as Dwayne Johnson’s rippling
biceps…but I’m getting off topic.

“What do you think of when you think of teenag-
ers? For many people the thought of teens con-
jures the illusion of a horde of hooligans with
their hoods up, smoking suspicious substances,
and yelling abuse at innocent passers-by. Loud,
obnoxious, definitely not the sort to take part in
organised religion. However as a member of said
age group I can tell you that’s simply not true.

Being a young Christian and meeting other
young Christians has revealed to me an extraor-
dinary, diverse, unique, and yet united group of
people. Although there is a significant lack of
teens in church there are still a lot out there who
are passionate about their religion and eager to
explore it. And where can one find this mythical
teenager with interests and passions? Glenal-
mond!

The only way I can really convey to you how bril-
liant Glen really is, is by describing my first expe-
rience. I was, to put it mildly, highly reluctant to
go. I thought that Christianity and religion in gen-
eral was a mess of racist, misogynistic, homo-
phobic rubbish (no offence, God!) I hardly ever
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And that in a nutshell is the brilliance of Glen.
That’s what I find every year when I return. That’s
what all the other newcomers discover. This year
I met a boy who told me “I didn’t expect much
when I came. But Glen’s helped me at a really
difficult point in my life, and I’m happier than I’ve
ever been before.” And part of what makes it so
brilliant are the people. If you want to know what
the Glen folk are like, think of every teenage ster-
eotype ever – they’re the exact opposite of that.
Badly behaved – they’re kind and friendly. Lazy –
they’re creative and active. Moody – they’re the
most persistently, almost annoyingly happy peo-
ple I’ve ever met, in all age groups. But it’s not
the delegates who make it brilliant. The leaders
have a way of getting down with us without pat-
ronising us. Equal parts responsible and child-
like, always ready to provide support and always
up for a laugh. The crowning glory on this is the
freedom we’re given to discuss Christianity.
We’re allowed to debate different issues and ex-
press our opinions, we’re even allowed to ex-
press our beliefs in our own worship. I think this
shows a level of trust and respect quite unique to
any other youth camp I’ve been to.

This is the sort of thing we ought to do in our
churches. It’s the sort of thing that could attract
more youth. First of all, don’t just read the Bible
to us and expect us to take it as it is. Let us dis-
cuss the messages in it and apply them to to-
day’s situation. Let us talk about social and
political issues so we can have debates and ex-
press our opinions. Secondly, let us organise
worship. Okay I can see a couple of expressions
going what, really? Well don’t be so sceptical.
You could get lots of creative and thoughtful ide-
as and a fun break from the same form of service
every week. It also shows a lot of trust which we
really appreciate. When I first approached my
minister about the idea of the young people or-
ganising a worship I was delighted with how re-
ceptive he was to the idea. And the reaction I got
from the congregation who enjoyed having
something different was amazing.

Yet another great thing about Glen is that it car-
ries on being useful to the delegates even when
they’re not at an event. It’s not easy having a
religion when you’re a teen. When many of our
peers think of churchgoers they think of the
Westboro Baptist Church and gaggles of priests
throwing holy water at gay people and stealing
stem cells from hospitals. Having Glen is a re-
minder that we’re not all like that and it provides
an opportunity to talk to other young churchgo-
ers, exchange views without being judged. That
for me has been very important in keeping my
faith.
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The spirit of Glen should be kept
up, not just in church services, but
in the way you approach teenag-
ers. Whenever someone asks me
“how do you talk to young peo-
ple?” I just say “how do you talk to
anyone?” If you want to get on
with us then ask us questions,
start discussions, treat us with the
same respect you would anyone
else. Don’t try to be down wid dem
kidz. We don’t want you to be cool
or relatable. We don’t care if you
don’t know the latest dank me-
mes, we don’t care if you don’t
know what dank memes are. We
just want you to talk to us with the
same respect and consideration
you would to another adult.

You shouldn’t be afraid to ap-
proach teenagers, we don’t bite!
It’s important to cross the divide
between youth and adults be-
cause we have at least one thing
in common: the desire to live in a
better world. So start talking to us
about whatever issues you want:
refugees, poverty, war, whatever.
This way we won’t have youth is-
sues and adult issues. We’ll just
have issues that we can all ad-
dress.

In conclusion, what I’m trying to
say to you is: in the words of Mi-
ka; “we are not what you think
we are”. We shouldn’t be made
to sit by silently until we turn 18
then we can finally speak up for
ourselves. We’re not a bunchy of
moody, boorish Neanderthals
grunting at the evolved mature
adults. We’re here, we’re ready
to participate, we want to speak
to you, and we want to speak for
ourselves. Please don’t deny us
that. Keep supporting Glenal-
mond, be open to young people
participating in church, and talk
to us about what we can do to
contribute. And when I say that I
don’t just mean “hands up who
wants to…” No. Seek us out and
let us in. Involving young people
is important because we can af-
fect your present as well as your
future. We can help you prove to
the world that church isn’t a thing
of the past, you’re still present
and growing today. It’ll also cre-
ate a future generation of people
who are passionate about their
religion and will continue to
share and explore it for genera-
tions to come.”

This includes those working
with churches, agencies or
local authorities; for those
with heaps of experience or
just starting out. The Deep
Impact conference has a
number of key aims….

To create a space for youth
and children’s workers to
rest and relax in beautiful
surroundings; and help you
hear from God.
To provide practical and
Biblical input from experi-
enced practitioners and the-
ologians.
To be a weekend for leaders
to bring their volunteer
teams for a weekend of
team building, encourage-
ment and shared learning.
To be encouraged through
connecting with others from
across Scotland in a com-
munity of mutual support.
See Deep Impact Scotland
on Facebook for more de-
tails.
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This year our Christmas Vil-
lage will have an international
theme, highlighting the ways
in which people celebrate
Christmas across the world.
Please join us for a wide
range of foods, crafts and ac-
tivities, suited for toddlers up
to Primary 7. We will have nu-
merous PVG cleared staff su-
pervising activities. Primary
aged children can simply be
dropped off and picked up,
giving parents a little free
time!! Toddler parents are
welcome to stay and join in
the fun!

Cost is £3 per child/£5 for 2
children - registering in ad-
vance is a MUST! For a Reg-
istration Form, email
childrenandfamilies@stpeters
edinburgh.org or find us on
Facebook: @stpeterschil-
drenandfamilies.

If you want to get involved in
our village, to run an activity
or merely to offer
food/recipe/games or other
suggestions based on your
home country, I would love to
hear from you!! You can be
involved as much or as little
as you'd like.

This service includes a telling of the Christmas story, traditional carols
and a nativity tableau which all children are invited to be part of.  We
have an impressive wardrobe of costumes, props and tinsel for every-
one to get into character, or they can come ready dressed! So please
come along and bring your children, your grandchildren, your friends
and your friends’ children.

We are also hosting a nativity prop-making event with picnic lunch on
Sunday 17th December, 12-
2pm in the church. We’ll be
making some kingly crowns
and shepherds’ costumes,
so expect glue, wool and
sparkly things. If you can join
us, please let us know for
catering purposes by email-
ing sundayschool@stjohns-
edinburgh.org.uk
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Crib Service, with
favourite carols as the
children lead the Holy
Family to the Crib.
Followed by
refreshments.

Contact for more information:
children@osp.org.uk

Family Christmas Event for families with
under 5s – the Search for the Christmas
Superhero

It’s an hour of fun, games, songs, dra-
ma and activities as we go on the hunt
for the real Christmas Superhero (and
there’ll be refreshments afterwards)

Jedburgh Messy Church and joint
churches are holding a Messy
Christmas pop-up Nativity event in
Jedburgh Town Hall at 6.00 pm on
Christmas Eve. Chil-
dren will be invited to
come dressed in any
Nativity costumes.
This will be led by Rev
Andrew Cooper from
St John’s.
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This training event wil l
give you the chance
connect with others who
feel the same. Here are
some of the things we
wil l  be covering:
● First principles – why

is what you do impor-
tant?

● Sharing challenges –
what is hard?

● A review of current and
brand new resources

● Teaching tips for
group dynamics, get-
t ing children to talk,
managing diff icult be-
haviour and more

● Ideas for integrating
your Sunday School
with the whole church
family.
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