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Open our eyes, Lord,
especially if they are half shut
because we are tired of looking,
or half open
because we fear we see too much,
or bleared with tears
because yesterday and today and tomorrow
are filled with the same pain,
or contracted,
because we only look at what we want to see.

Open our eyes, Lord,
to gently scan the life we lead,
the home we have,
the world we inhabit,
and so to find,
among the gremlins and the greyness,
signs of hope we can fasten on and encourage.

Give us, whose eyes are dimmed by familiarity,
a bigger vision of what you can do
even with hopeless cases and lost causes
and people of limited ability.

Show us the world as in your sight,
riddled by debt, deceit and disbelief
yet also
shot through with possibility
for recovery, renewal, redemption,

And lest we fail to distinguish vision from fantasy,
today, tomorrow, this week,
open our eyes to one person or one place,
where we - being even for a moment prophetic -
might identify and wean a potential in the waiting.

And with all this,
open our eyes, in yearning, for Jesus.

On the mountains,
in the cities,
through the corridors of power
and streets of despair
to help, to heal,
to confront, to convert,
O come, O come, Immanuel.

Copyright © 2015, WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, G2 3DH,
Scotland. wgrg@iona.org.uk; www.wgrg.co.uk Reproduced by permission.

Advent Prayer
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WE WELCOME 
REFUGEES

+John

Rt Rev John Armes, Bishop of Edinburgh

3The Diocese of Edinburgh

6RPHRQH�VHQW�PH�D�FDUWRRQ�HQWLWOHG��Ő7KH�0RGHUDWHV�DUH�3URWHVWLQJő��
It shows people waving placards and their leader, addressing them 
through a megaphone, asks, “What do we want?” “Gradual change!” 
FRPHV�WKH�UHSO\���œ$QG�ZKHQ�GR�ZH�ZDQW�LW"Ŕ��œ,Q�GXH�FRXUVH�Ŕ

There are radicals and activists aplenty in our diocese but I suspect 
that many of our members would think of themselves as fairly 
PRGHUDWH�LQ�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�YLHZV��,W�WDNHV�D�ORW�WR�JHW�XV�URXVHG�DQG��
SROLWLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��ZH�SUHIHU�D�TXLHW�OLIH��7KLV�LV�ZK\�WKH�UHDFWLRQ�WR�
WKH�UHIXJHH�FULVLV�LQ�(XURSH�KDV�EHHQ�VR�VLJQLŵFDQW��,W�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
WKH�ŐXVXDO�VXVSHFWVő��ZHOFRPH�WKRXJK�WKH\�DUH��OHDGLQJ�WKH�FKDUJH��
DOO�VRUWV�RI�SHRSOH�KDYH�UHVSRQGHG�IURP�WKH�KHDUW��7KH\�KDYH�QRW�
QHHGHG�SLFWXUHV�RI�GHDG�FKLOGUHQ�WR�VWLU�WKHLU�FRPSDVVLRQ���Ő:KDW�
DUH�ZH�JRLQJ�WR�GR�DERXW�WKLV"ő��WKH\�DVN�

If this is true of our diocese, I dare say it is more generally true of the 
SRSXODWLRQ�DW�ODUJH��,�KRSH�WKH�8.�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�OLVWHQLQJ�EHFDXVH�
WKHLU�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKLV�PDMRU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FULVLV�VHHPV�SDOWU\��7ZHQW\�
thousand refugees by 2020 translates into 4000 a year and 400 a 
\HDU�LQ�6FRWODQG��7KHVH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�FRPH�IURP�UHIXJHH�FDPSV�LQ�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW���:KLOVW�RQH�FDQ�VHH�WKH�ORJLF�LQ�WKLV��\HW�LW�GRHV�QRWKLQJ�
WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�KXJH�LVVXH�RI�PLJUDWLRQ��

Save the Children tells us that this year alone half a million people have embarked on the journey across 
WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��PDQ\�RI�ZKRP�DUH�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ����6XUHO\��LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKLV��%ULWDLQ�FDQ�
GR�EHWWHU�

The task of welcoming refugees falls to local authorities, and they have to be hard headed about the 
SUDFWLFDOLWLHV��2IIHUV�RI�VSDUH�URRPV��DQG�HYHQ�VSDUH�KRPHV��DUH�ODXGDEOH��EXW�ORFDO�FRXQFLOV�KDYH�D�GXW\�
of care that requires rigorous scrutiny of the situations already traumatised people are being offered and 
FDUHIXO�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�RI�WKRVH�ZKRVH�RIIHUV�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\�PD\�EH�DFFHSWHG���

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZKLOVW�PRVW�RI�XV�ZLOO�QRW�ŵQG�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�6\ULDQ�ORGJHUV��DOO�RI�XV�PXVW�UHŶHFW�RQ�
ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�IRU�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�WR�ZHOFRPH�UHIXJHHV���:H�KDYH�QRW�DOZD\V�EHHQ�JRRG�DW�UHDFKLQJ�
RXW�WR�VWUDQJHUV��WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�VKDUH�RXU�IDLWK�RU�RXU�ODQJXDJH��+RUURU�VWRULHV�DERXQG��PRUHRYHU��RI�
WKH�LQGLJQLWLHV�VXIIHUHG�E\�DV\OXP�VHHNHUV�LQ�VWDWH�FXVWRG\��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�FKDOOHQJH�ZH�IDFH�LV�WR�
WUDQVODWH�RXU�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�PLJUDQW�SHRSOH�LQWR�DFWLRQV�WKDW�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH���$QG�WKLV�
PHDQV�PRUH�WKDQ�HPRWLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�79�VFUHHQ�RU�VHQGLQJ�D�GRQDWLRQ�WR�D�ZRUWK\�FKDULW\�

%XW�GR�LW�ZH�PXVW��IRU�RXU�IDLWK�WHOOV�XV�PXFK�DERXW�KRVSLWDOLW\�DQG�ŵQGLQJ�*RG�LQ�WKH�VWUDQJHU���,W�UHPLQGV�
us that we too are people on the move to a ‘better country’, wanderers on our way to God, to whom we 
ORRN�IRU�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�JUDFH���$GYHQW�VSHDNV�RI�SUHSDULQJ�RXUVHOYHV�IRU�WKH�2QH�ZKR�LV�WR�FRPH��RI�
setting our houses in order, of expecting to be judged on the basis of how we have cared for the hungry 
DQG�WKH�GHVWLWXWH���$QG�&KULVWPDV�FHOHEUDWHV�WKH�2QH�ZKR�VRXJKW�UHIXJH�ZLWK�KXPDQLW\�DQG�ZDV�UHMHFWHG�

7KHUH�DUH�OHVVRQV�KHUH�IRU�DOO�RI�XV��QRW�MXVW�IRU�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�LW�LV�WLPH�WKDW�WKH�PRGHUDWHV�DPRQJVW�
XV�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�ŐJUDGXDO�FKDQJH�LQ�GXH�FRXUVHő�ZLOO�QRW�GR���,QGHHG��WKH�LURQ\�LV�
that in a climate of increasing hysteria about the European Union, and ugly rhetoric about defending our 
borders against desperately needy people, a message of restraint, compassion, generosity, welcome and 
openness sounds curiously radical!  It reminds us why Jesus in describing God in exactly these terms was 
VHHQ�DV�D�UHYROXWLRQDU\��DQG�SDLG�WKH�SULFH�
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On the 1st of March 1849 a new 
sound echoed across the Moorfoot 
+LOOV���6WHDP�KDG�DUULYHG�E\�WKH�
Gala Water and the rhythmic sound 
of North British Railway engines 
continued for 120 years to break 
a silence which had begun when 
the gentle singing of the monks of 
0HOURVH�KDG�FHDVHG�LQ������

 In the 1960’s, for one Bishop at 
least, this landscape around Falahill 
became a holiday destination – not 
WR�ORRN�IRU�ŵVK�RU�VLQJLQJ�PRQNV�
– but armed with a camera to 
capture the sight of trains charging 
up Borthwick bank and down to 
*DODVKLHOV��(ULF�7UHDF\��%LVKRS�
RI�:DNHŵHOG��FDPH�EDFN�IRU�VL[�
summers running, accompanied 
by his wife, May, to where the 
background of hills was just right for 
his photographs of massive, noisy 
beasts surmounting one in seventy 
JUDGLHQWV�

In 1970, the silence returned: the 
Waverley line linking Edinburgh 
DQG�&DUOLVOH�ZDV�FORVHG���,Q�VSLWH�RI�
angry protests, no more would it be 
possible to travel by sleeper from 
Hawick, Melrose or Galashiels to 
/RQGRQ��7KH�FRXQWU\VLGH�VOXPEHUHG��

But one sound still could be heard 
in Wedale, the ancient ‘place of 
Woe’, pilgrimage to the ‘Lady’s 
Well’ near the village of Stow:  here 
every September, Christians singing 

REACHING ALONG THE LINE
by Andrew Barr

DV�WKH\�FURVV�WKH�ŵHOGV�WR�KROG�D�
Service near the site of the Well and 
WKH�IUDJPHQWV�RI�WKH�7UXH�&URVV�

This autumn, there has been a new 
celebration and the return of an 
old sound as Stow’s railway station 
UH�RSHQHG��WKH�:DYHUOH\�/LQH�
has returned, Scotland’s longest 
new track runs from Edinburgh to 
*DODVKLHOV��

,W�LV�D�VWDUW��/LNH�WKH�RULJLQDO�OLQH��LW�
KDV�\HW�WR�UHDFK�+DZLFN��DOUHDG\��
plans are being made to extend the 
line, but there may be a long wait on 
WKH�SODWIRUP�DW�0HOURVH�RU�EH\RQG��
Rails all the way to Carlisle are still 
a pipedream, although at least two 
attempts have been made to link up 
WKH�URXWH�WKURXJK�WKH�KLOOV�

There has been a long tradition of 
&KULVWLDQV�ORYLQJ�WUDLQV��)XUWKHU�RQ�
from Hawick, at Riccarton Junction, 
one Christian’s enthusiasm beat all 
doubters when a platform emerged 
from the undergrowth and wagons 
arrived in the remotest place that 
FDQ�EH�LPDJLQHG��

Riccarton people once relied on 
the railway and a Sunday train took 
churchgoers into Hawick: no road 
ZDV�HYHU�EXLOW�WR�WKLV�KDPOHW��

Visiting Riccarton a decade ago, 
the only entry was to drive up the 
URXJK�ROG�WUDFN�EHG��$W�WKH�HQG��
visitors found Geoffrey Evison in a 
little room, where he encouraged 
GRQDWLRQV��*HRIIUH\�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�
enthusiast for the 1929 Scottish 
Prayer Book, and before he died, he 
funded the reprint of this icon for 
WUDGLWLRQDOLVWV�

This September, railways enthusiasts 
clambered up to a new bridge 
above Newtongrange  to capture 
the sight and sound of the Royal 
Train as HM the Queen travelled 
through the landscape once so 
beloved of the Church of England 
‘Railway’ Bishop to open the new 
OLQH��2QFH�DJDLQ�DW�OHDVW�WZR�
trains an hour link Galashiels and 
(GLQEXUJK��2QFH�DJDLQ��WKH�'LRFHVH�
of Edinburgh reaches out along its 
RZQ�UDLOZD\�OLQH�
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PLANS AND PAINTINGS
by Ruth Innes

,�KDG�D�SODQ��)RU�\HDUV�,őG�ORRNHG�
for a Lent book with pictures but I’d 
QHYHU�IRXQG�RQH��,�KDG�D�SODQ�WR�SXW�
together forty paintings with Lenten 
meditations and use them with my 
OLWWOH�ŶRFN��%XW�EHLQJ�D�EXV\�SDULVK�
SULHVW�,�QHYHU�KDG�WLPH�WR�GR�LW�� 
I knew some of the paintings I 
wanted to use but I really couldn’t 
ŵQG�WLPH�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�PRUH�XQWLO�WKH�
LGHD�RI�D�VDEEDWLFDO�FDPH�XS��

I’m not sure what the exact rules are 
for clergy taking a sabbatical, but 
I seem to have heard that you can 
WDNH�RQH�HYHU\�WHQ�\HDUV��,�VSRNH�
to the Bishop and got permission 
from the Vestry and the plans were 
SXW�LQ�SODFH��7KH�$OLVWDLU�+DJJDUW�
Bursary Fund was a great help in 
giving funds, as well as funding 
from the Diocese and the Sons of 
WKH�&OHUJ\��,W�WRRN�VRPH�WLPH�WR�JHW�
cover arranged and make plans for 
being off work for three months and 
it seemed that taking time out from 
Low Sunday until July would be the 
EHVW�WLPH�WR�EH�DZD\��

Twelve weeks to travel round some 
DUW�JDOOHULHV�WR�ŵQG�VXLWDEOH�LPDJHV�
and then write short meditations to 
go with them seemed like my idea 
RI�KHDYHQ��,�GUHDPW�RI�)ORUHQFH��
Paris and Amsterdam wandering 
WKH�FRUULGRUV�RI�WKH�8Iŵ]L��WKH�/RXYUH�
DQG�WKH�5LMNVPXVHXP��

But on the advice of Rev Anne Dyer 
�RXU�UHVLGHQW�'LRFHVDQ�DUW�H[SHUW��,�
found myself wandering the streets 
of New York, Philadelphia and 
Washington instead, and delving 
into more art galleries than I ever 
NQHZ�H[LVWHG��

$QG�$QQH�ZDV�ULJKW��,�GLGQőW�HYHQ�
scratch the surface of what they had 
to offer and found more Dutch and 
Renaissance art than I ever knew 
H[LVWHG��,W�ZDV�JORULRXV�WR�VHH�VRPH�
ROG�IDYRXULWHV�LQ�WKH�ŶHVK�DQG�,�DOVR�
discovered some American artists 
previously unknown to me which I 
KDYH�FRPH�WR�ORYH��:KLOH�LQ�WKH�86$�
I also visited some churches and was 
LQVSLUHG�ZLWK�LGHDV�WR�EULQJ�KRPH�

Then, armed with almost 100 
wonderful paintings, I had to choose 
ZKLFK�RQHV�ŵWWHG�EHVW�DQG�ZULWH�WKH�
PHGLWDWLRQV��7KDW�ZDV�GRQH�PRVWO\�
in Gladstone’s Library in north Wales 
LQ�D�TXLHW�ERRN�OLQHG�FXEE\�KROH�
surrounded by other bookish types 
and wonderful conversations with 
strangers who offered their own 
IDYRXULWH�SDLQWLQJV�IRU�P\�WKHPH��
I learned that mornings were the 
best time for me to write and that, 
at most, I could only manage about 
two meditations per day and then I 
started to repeat myself or ran out of 
LQVSLUDWLRQ��

Google was my friend and I went 
nowhere without my little purple 
QRWHERRN�IXOO�RI�VFULEEOHV�DQG�LGHDV��
During my stay in the library I even 
bumped into Bishop John and Claire 
who were there to do some reading 
DQG�HQMR\�D�KROLGD\��$QRWKHU�MR\�
about staying there was the morning 
eucharist where I could sit and be 
fed spiritually, and the time to read 
curled up on a comfy sofa with a 
ZKROH�OLEUDU\�DW�P\�VLGH�

It all began as a project for myself 
and my congregation, but by the end 
of my sabbatical, so many people 
had said that they’d be interested in 
reading it that I, embarrassingly, sent 
LW�RII�WR�D�IHZ�SXEOLVKHUV��+RZHYHU��
it looks like the cost of getting 
permission to use the art may be a 
barrier so I shall either have to make 
FKDQJHV�RU�EORJ�LW�LQVWHDG��7KH�WH[W�
and idea was much praised though 
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�KXPEOLQJ�VXUSULVH�

It has been the trip of a lifetime and 
it was great to spend so much time 
GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�,�ORYHG��2I�FRXUVH��
I missed the lovely people of Christ 
Church and lit copious candles for 
WKHP�LQ�FKXUFKHV�DQG�FDWKHGUDOV��,�
WKLQN�WKH\�PLVVHG�PH�WRR��0\�WKDQNV�
go to those who made it possible: 
P\�OLWWOH�ŶRFN��FOHUJ\�ZKR�FRYHUHG�
IRU�PH��DQG�WKH�$OLVWDLU�+DJJDUW�
Bursary with which I was able to 
WUDYHO�DQG�EULQJ�EDFN�VRPH�SULQWV��
1RZ�ZKHUH�WR�KDQJ�WKHP��"



6 The Diocese of Edinburgh

$�QHZ�VWDLQHG�JODVV�ZLQGRZ�����
Ő:LQGRZ�RI�3HDFHő�����ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�
in St Cuthbert’s, Colinton, in 
September 2015 by its designer,  
(PPD�%XWOHU�&ROH�$LNHQ��7KH�
window celebrates the peacefulness 
and serenity that our Christian faith 
SURPLVHV�XV��,W�LV�WKH�ŵUVW�VWDLQHG�
glass window to be installed in St 
Cuthbert’s in over seventy years and 
was funded by a legacy left to St 
&XWKEHUWőV�E\�5REHUW��%RE��(OOLRW�DV�D�
PDUN�RI�KLV�UHVSHFW�IRU�LWV�FDULQJ�HWKRV�

The decision to use some of Bob 
Elliot’s donation to create a new 
stained glass window grew out 
of the desire to fund something 
tangible and enduring that would 
enhance the beauty of the church 
DQG�EH�DQ�DLG�WR�ZRUVKLS��$�QHZ�
VWDLQHG�JODVV�ZLQGRZ�PHW�WKLV�JRDO�

Once vestry approval for the 
window was given, a small informal 
committee consisting of Maurice 
+RXVWRQ��RXU�UHFWRU���$QQH�+RXVWRQ��
Jan Shepherd and myself, was 
IRUPHG��$�GHVLJQ�EULHI�ZDV�GUDZQ�
up and the task of choosing an 
DUWLVW�EHJDQ��7R�WKLV�HQG�WKH�6FRWWLVK�
Stained Glass Trust was consulted, 
the website galleries of stained glass 
artists were evaluated and modern 
windows in churches in and around 
(GLQEXUJK�ZHUH�YLHZHG��

Three artists were invited to submit 
design sketches, and the committee 
met with the artists, together with 

by Faith Elliot

James Holloway, the retired director 
of the Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery, who had kindly agreed to 
DGYLVH�XV�LQ�HYDOXDWLQJ�GHVLJQV��
Members of the congregation as 
well as Vestry were also asked to 
YRLFH�WKHLU�SUHIHUHQFHV��7KH�GHVLJQ�
VXEPLWWHG�E\�(PPD�%XWOHU�&ROH�
Aiken was most generally loved and 
WKHUHIRUH�RXU�FKRLFH���

Emma’s design has as its starting 
point the notion that, in her 
words, “True peace is not the 
absence of trouble but is the gift of 
peacefulness” that comes from the 
belief that God is by our side “even 
ZKHQ�OLIH�LV�IULJKWHQLQJ�DQG�FKDRWLFŔ���
Her design draws on Psalm 121 and 
WKH�VWRU\�LQ�0DUNőV�*RVSHO��FKDSWHU�
4) of Christ calming the stormy 
ZDWHUV�RI�*DOLOHH�

In Psalm 121, the writer says, “I will 
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
ZKHQFH�FRPHWK�P\�KHOSŔ�DQG�ŵQGV�
that “help cometh from the Lord” 
who will not suffer “the sun to smite 
WKHH�E\�GD\�QRU�WKH�PRRQ�E\�QLJKWŔ��
This beautiful psalm declares  that 
*RG�LV�œWKHUH�IRU�XVŔ���DOZD\V�

0DUNőV�JRVSHO�VWRU\�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKLV��,Q�
this story, Christ and his disciples are 
on Lake Galilee when a furious storm 
EORZV�XS��5RXVHG�IURP�VOHHS�E\�KLV�
WHUULŵHG�GLVFLSOHV��&KULVW�VD\V�WR�WKH�
raging winds and billowing waves 
“Peace, be still”, and immediately 
WKH\�ZHUH�

WINDOW OF PEACE

ARTIST  (PPD�%XWOHU�&ROH�$LNHQ�
JUHZ�XS�LQ�&DUORSV��6KH�WUDLQHG�DW�
the Edinburgh College of Art and 
QRZ�OLYHV�DQG�ZRUNV�LQ�(GLQEXUJK��
She is an associate of the British 
Society of Master Glass Painters 
and is stained glass consultant 
to the Church of Scotland Art 
DQG�$UFKLWHFWXUH�&RPPLWWHH��+HU�
ecclesiastical windows include 
windows in Church of Scotland 
churches in Carlops, Whitburn and 
%UR[EXUQ��6KH�ZDV�DZDUGHG�D�6DOWLUH�
Society Art and Craft in Architecture 
commendation for the Broxburn 
ZLQGRZ�

DONOR  Robert Chesters Elliot LLB  
��������������ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�/RQGRQ�
DQG�JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�+RPH�&RXQWLHV��
He studied law at the London School 
of Economics and in due course 
EHFDPH�DQ�DFDGHPLF�ODZ\HU��+H�
moved to Scotland in the 1970s 
and for nearly twenty years lectured 
in English Law at the University of 
Dundee where he was course leader 
for the only Qualifying English Law 
'HJUHH�LQ�6FRWODQG��2Q�UHWLUHPHQW�
in 1998, he and his wife moved to 
Colinton, Edinburgh, and became 
members of the St Cuthbert’s 
FRQJUHJDWLRQ������

The window depicts this moment of 
WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�VWRUP�WR�FDOP��+LOOV�
rise out of swirling waves and above 
WKH�KLOOV�DUH�WKH�VXQ�DQG�PRRQ��,Q�WKH�
left light, a faint Celtic cross emerges 
from the waves, symbolising our 
trust in the Lord, but faintly as 
our faith is often vague and weak 
EHFDXVH�RXU�OLIH�LV�VR�WURXEOHG��,Q�
the right light, clasped hands signify 
God reaching out to someone in the 
VWRUP\�ZDWHUV��$�GRYH�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
both peace and the Holy Spirit 
ŶXWWHUV�VHUHQHO\�RYHU�WKH�FDOP�ZDWHUV��

Echoes from Mark’s Gospel story are 
found in the hymn ‘Be Still, my Soul’ 
and lines from it  “Be still my soul: 
the tempests still obey his voice” 
ZHUH�FKRVHQ�DV�WKH�WH[W�IRU�WKH�ZLQGRZ��
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)LIWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�Jamie McDonald  
�6W�0DUNőV��3RUWREHOOR��DQG����\HDU�
old Alan Hall��6W�$QGUHZőV��.HOVR��DUH�
both bucking a national trend, as are 
the many members of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church who do voluntary 
ZRUN��-DPLH�KHOSV�RXW�ZLWK�WKH�
Lego Club at Musselburgh Library, 
DQG�$ODQ��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KLV�ORQJ�
standing commitment to Scouting, 
has devoted his professional skills 
as a chartered accountant to a wide 
range of organisations, including 
the University of the Third Age, the 
Christian Motor Cycle Club and the 
6FRWWLVK�&KXUFK�+LVWRU\�6RFLHW\��

In November 2014, Volunteer 
Scotland�QRWHG�WKDW�IRU�WKH�ŵUVW�
time in many years there are signs 
RI�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�YROXQWHHULQJ��7KH�
evidence comes from the Scottish 
Household Survey 2013, which 
found that 28% of Scots do voluntary 
ZRUN��7KH�ŵJXUH�IRU������ZDV������
Most volunteers help a community 
JURXS�RU�D�FKDULW\��������EXW�VRPH�
give their time to a public sector 
organisation such as a library, school 
or hospital and a few do unpaid 
ZRUN�LQ�WKH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU��

Sheena McDonald��6W�0DUNőV��
Portobello – and Jamie’s mum!) is 
a good example of a public sector 
YROXQWHHU��)RU�WKH�SDVW�IRXUWHHQ�
years she has been delivering bags 
of books, selected by the staff at 
Musselburgh Library, to housebound 
SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�DUHD��6KH�KDV�DOVR�
done voluntary work in schools, 
WHDFKLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WKHLU�WLPHV�WDEOHV��

Tom Ogilvie��&KULVW�&KXUFK��)DONLUN���
a retired civil engineer, has been 
a member of the Children’s Panel 
in Falkirk since 2007, and is one of 
���OD\�3DQHO�PHPEHUV�LQ�WKDW�DUHD��
He was trained by a team from St 
Andrew’s University, and is involved 
LQ�UHJXODU�KDOI�GD\�VHVVLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�

he and fellow Panel members 
make important decisions about 
vulnerable children and young 
people who are at risk or in need 
RI�FDUH��œ,WőV�D�YHU\�JRRG�V\VWHPŔ�KH�
says, “well supported by the Scottish 
*RYHUQPHQW��DQG�D�PRGHO�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG�Ŕ�

Most of the people interviewed 
for this article began voluntary 
ZRUN�DW�DQ�HDUO\�DJH��$ODQ�+DOOőV�
service to Scouting began when 
he was seventeen and led to him 
becoming a District Commissioner 
and National Treasurer and 
Commissioner for Finance of the 
%DGHQ�3RZHOO�6FRXW�$VVRFLDWLRQ��
Jamie McDonald began by helping 
his mother with library book 
deliveries, and Sheena herself, as 
a young graduate, helped with the 
0HDOV�RQ�/HJV�VHUYLFH��

Geoffrey Lord �7KH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG��
0XUUD\ŵHOG��ZDV�LQYROYHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�
youth clubs in his native Rochdale 
and, while serving in the Royal Air 
)RUFH�LQ�SRVW�ZDU�+DPEXUJ��VHW�XS�
D�KRVWHO�IRU�UHIXJHHV��)URP������KH�
was Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Carnegie Trust, which he describes 
as “the best job in Britain”, because 
it enabled him to promote voluntary 
work through organisations such as 
the Voluntary Arts Network, which 
advises and supports voluntary 
ZRUN�LQ�DUWV�DQG�FUDIWV��,Q�UHWLUHPHQW�

he has served as a trustee of 
the National Youth Orchestra of 
Scotland and also, until recently, 
with the Edinburgh Voluntary 
2UJDQLVDWLRQV�7UXVW��

The Scottish Household Survey 
noted that many of Scotland’s 
volunteers are retired people 
who place their professional skills 
and experience at the disposal of 
charities, voluntary groups and the 
SXEOLF�VHFWRU��

In retirement Alan Hall has served as 
treasurer and president of the Kelso 
Probus Club, has been a member of 
two community councils and chair 
of one of them, and his involvement 
in the Rotary Community Service 
Committee has included organising 
competitions for local schools, 
running a Schools’ Day for primary 
pupils at the Borders Union Show, 
and providing armbands bearing a 
parent’s phone number for children 
ZKR�DWWHQG�WKH�VKRZ�LQ�FDVH�WKH\�JHW�ORVW��

Tom Ogilvie’s expertise in 
construction and project 
management has been placed at 
the service of Strathcarron Hospice, 
as a member of the Council of 
Management, which he chaired 
XQWLO�UHFHQWO\��+H�DOVR�FKDLUV��WKH�
Finance and Resources Committee 
at the Seamab School near Kinross, 

by David Warnes

MEET THE...

7KLV�LV�WKH�ŵUVW�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�DUWLFOHV�
highlighting the work, paid and 
unpaid, and the skills, talents and 
FUHDWLYLW\�RI�SHRSOH�DFURVV�RXU�
diocese. This quarter we are looking 
DW�WKH�ZRUN�RI�YROXQWHHUV���
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a residential primary school for 
VHYHUHO\�WUDXPDWLVHG�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�
VFKRRO�SURYLGHV�\HDU�URXQG�FDUH�
DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�XS�WR�ŵIWHHQ�
vulnerable children with complex 
needs, and the hope is that this 
provision can also be extended 
WR�WKH�ŵUVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�VHFRQGDU\�
VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ��

Tom has also been involved in the 
Aberlour Childcare Trust, Scotland’s 
largest children’s charity, which 
was founded in the 19th century 
by an Episcopalian priest, Canon 
&KDUOHV�-XSS���+H�VHUYHV�DV�D�
Deputy Lieutenant for Stirling and 
Falkirk, representing the Sovereign 
on public occasions, including 
Citizenship Ceremonies, and 
VRPHKRZ�ŵQGV�WLPH�IRU�KLOOZDONLQJ�
and for involvement in the life of 
&KULVW�&KXUFK��)DONLUN�

The volunteers who feature in this 
article also serve their charges and 
the Scottish Episcopal Church in a 
variety of ways, a reminder of the 
extent to which the church depends 
on people’s willingness to give of 
WKHLU�WLPH�DQG�WDOHQWV��

St Cuthbert’s church in Hawick 
suggested that, rather than featuring 
one volunteer in this article, it would 
be more appropriate to celebrate 
the breadth of community outreach 

WKDW�WKLV�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�VXVWDLQV��

Two of them, Sheila Metcalfe and 
Jackie Grey, are involved in Wycliffe 
Bible Translators UK, a charitable 
foundation whose aim is to ensure 
that the Bible will be available 
in all of the 6,901 languages 
FXUUHQWO\�VSRNHQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��Olive 
Whiteford gives her time and energy 
WR�WKH�%ULWLVK�+HDUW�)RXQGDWLRQ��Ena 
Dickson is involved in knitting for 
Deep Sea Fishermen, while Hazel 
Jeffrey plies her needles for the 
EHQHŵW�RI�WKH�%RUGHUV�3UHPDWXUH�
%DE\�8QLW��

Margaret McNairn works for the 
Royal Voluntary Society, which 
seeks to help older people to lead 
LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�IXOŵOOHG�OLYHV��
Peter Paterson-Brown is a reader 
who helps to create talking books 
and newspapers for blind and 
visually impaired people in the 
%RUGHUV��Cheryl Storie, Angela 
Cumming and Tamsin Growden are 
LQYROYHG�LQ�*XLGLQJ�DQG�6FRXWLQJ��
Tamsin also, together with Sue 
Crozier, volunteers with Oxfam, 
and Elke Hanman gives her time to 
Hospital Spiritual Care and to Cruse 
%HUHDYHPHQW�&DUH��

The people interviewed for this 
DUWLFOH�ŵQG�JUHDW�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�LQ�
YROXQWHHULQJ��7KH\�KDYH�GLVFRYHUHG�

that it is a context in which, as one 
of them put it, “You give, but also 
\RX�DUH�JLYHQ�Ŕ�œ3XWWLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�
back” and “the satisfaction that 
you’re contributing to something 
worthwhile” were among the 
responses to the question ‘why do 
you volunteer?’

One of the most striking statistics 
on the Volunteer Scotland website 
shows that a core group of people 
�����FRQWULEXWHV�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKH�
YROXQWHHU�KRXUV�SXW�LQ�E\�6FRWV���
9ROXQWHHUV�FRQWULEXWH�e����ELOOLRQ�WR�
WKH�6FRWWLVK�HFRQRP\��

Volunteer Scotland nevertheless 
concludes that there is a mismatch 
between supply and demand when 
LW�FRPHV�WR�YROXQWHHULQJ��5HODWLYHO\�
few people are accessing the 
services which seek to match up 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�YROXQWHHUV��

If any reader is  interested in 
volunteering, the Volunteer Scotland 
ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�YROXQWHHUVFRWODQG�
net is an excellent way of 
GLVFRYHULQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��6R�LV�
WKH�/HLWK�EDVHG�Volunteer Centre 
Edinburgh whose search engine 
FRYHUV�D����PLOH�UDGLXV�DURXQG�WKH�
capital, and therefore also includes 
opportunities outwith the city in 
SDUWV�RI�)LIH�DQG�WKH�/RWKLDQV��

Tom Ogilvie; Alan Hall; Jackie Grey, Hazel 

Jeffrey and Margaret McNairn; Angela 

Cumming, Peter Paterson Brown and 

Tamsin Growden; Geoffrey Lord; Sheena 

McDonald
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Could….You….Just…Listen?

Whether out loud or tucked inside 
the human heart, these words give 
expression to the frustration, anger, 
hurt and utter hopelessness that 
many people feel, often because 
QR�RQH�KDV�EHHQ�ZLOOLQJ��DEOH�RU�
LQWHUHVWHG�HQRXJK�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WKHLU�VWRU\�

Most of us have felt both physically 
and mentally unwell because of 
VWUHVVHV�DQG�VWUDLQV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV���
Someone who will listen is often 
more appropriate and helpful than 
SLOOV�DQG�SRWLRQV���7KH�SRZHU�RI�
generous listening should not be 
XQGHUHVWLPDWHG���œ7KHUH�LV�PXFK�
PRUH�WR�OLVWHQLQJ�WKDQ�ŵUVW�WKRXJKWŔ�
as a retired consultant and course 
SDUWLFLSDQW�SXW�LW��

Rachel Naomi Remen, Professor of 
Family and Community Medicine 
at the University of Carolina, 
speaks with authority after years 
of experience in caring for 
FDQFHU�SDWLHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV���
Concluding that good listening and 
its healing power is a potent force, 
she speaks of generous listening: 
“The most basic and powerful way 
to connect to another person is to 
OLVWHQ��-XVW�OLVWHQ��3HUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�
important thing we ever give each 
other is our attention especially if 
LWőV�JLYHQ�IURP�WKH�KHDUW����$�ORYLQJ�
silence often has far more power to 

COULD YOU JUST LISTEN?
by Maureen Wilson

heal and to connect than the most 
ZHOO�LQWHQWLRQHG�ZRUGV�Ŕ

7KH�SRWHQWLDO�EHQHŵFLDULHV�RI�
generous listening range across 
people from refugees to cosy 
PLGGOH�FODVV�IDPLOLHV��IURP�VPDOO�
children to those made vulnerable 
E\�ROG�DJH��WKURXJK�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�
religion, orientation, culture and 
VRFLDO�VWDWXV��$�QHHG�WR�EH�OLVWHQHG�
to can arise from discrimination, 
peer pressure, stress at work, 
homelessness, loss and change, 
WHHQDJHUV�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�LGHQWLW\��

Jesus Christ was someone who met 
SHRSOH�DW�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKHLU�QHHG��+H�
listened well to others with a heart of 
LQŵQLWH�FRPSDVVLRQ��

Listen Well Scotland passionately 
believes there is a strong connection 
between good listening and health 
and wellbeing in its fullest sense, 
ZKLFK�LV�ZKROHQHVV��

Our vision is to facilitate the 
provision of ‘Listening Time for You’ 
in differing community settings 
DFURVV�6FRWODQG���7KLV�VHUYLFH�
offers a safe space where people 
have the opportunity and time to 
explore their concerns or worries in 
FRQŵGHQFH�ZLWK�D�WUDLQHG�OLVWHQHU���

‘Listening Time for You’ does not 
encourage dependency but instead 
contributes to empowerment 

RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�ŵQGLQJ�LQQHU�
UHVLOLHQFH��7KHUH�LV�D�JUHDW�QHHG�IRU�
the project and this requires people 
to be trained as listeners to meet 
WKDW�QHHG���

Listen Well Scotland is looking for 
people who have ‘A Heart to Listen’ 
to join us in realising our vision of 
making listening freely accessible to 
those who are looking for someone 
whom they feel they can trust with 
WKHLU�VWRU\��,I�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�FRXOG�
be that person, we will provide 
you with quality listening training 
which goes much further than just 
WHDFKLQJ�DFWLYH�OLVWHQLQJ�VNLOOV��:H�
want to encourage individuals 
WR�EHFRPH�OLVWHQLQJ�SHRSOH��$�
greater listening culture begins with 
individuals and ripples out across 
families, organisations, communities 
DQG�EH\RQG���

7R�ŵQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�RXU�ZRUN�RU�
to explore the possibility of training, 
SOHDVH�JR�WR�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�
OLVWHQZHOOVFRWODQG�RUJ�XN�RU�FRQWDFW�
me, Rev Maureen Wilson, by email at 
PDXUHHQ#OLVWHQZHOOVFRWODQG�RUJ�XN�����

7KH�ŵQDO�ZRUG�VKRXOG�JR�WR�
someone who has experienced 
‘Listening Time for You’ directly:

“I deeply appreciate your 
compassion and skill as you’ve 
walked with me and helped me 
HQGXUH�WKH�GLIŵFXOW�MRXUQH\�WR�WKLV�
SRLQW��:KDW�\RX�GR�LV�VSHFLDO��PRUH�
VSHFLDO�WKDQ�SHUKDSV�\RX�NQRZ��
7KDQN�\RXŔ��
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It is a passion of mine to encourage 
people to talk about death and 
dying, normalising discussion, and 
not postponing those important 
FRQYHUVDWLRQV��$V�D�QXUVH�DQG�WKHQ�
as a priest, it surprises me how 
unprepared many people are, either 
for their own death, or that of their 
QHDUHVW�DQG�GHDUHVW��3HRSOH�RI�IDLWK�
such as Christians should be the 
PRVW�DEOH�WR�KHOS�RWKHUV��0DNLQJ�
peace with death helps to bring 
SHDFH�LQ�OLIH�

Various movements attempt to 
open up the subject, such as ‘Dying 
Matters’, and ‘Death Cafe’, which has 
KDG������SRS�XS�FDIHV�DURXQG�WKH�
ZRUOG��7KHUH�KDYH�HYHQ�EHHQ�Ő-R\�RI�
'HDWKő�IHVWLYDOV��

GraveTalk has been developed 
by the Church of England to help 
SHRSOH�IDFH�WKH�ELJ�TXHVWLRQV��
&KXUFKHV�DUH�ZHOO�HTXLSSHG�
as their specialist subjects are 
GHDWK��EHUHDYHPHQW�DQG�IXQHUDOV��
GraveTalk is designed to be a café 
space, with tea, coffee and cake, 
where people can discuss all aspects 
RI�GHDWK��7KHUH�LV�D�ERRNOHW�ZLWK�
suggestions for the organisers, and 
conversation is helped along by 
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�FDUGV������TXHVWLRQV�
FRYHULQJ�ŵYH�NH\�DUHDV��ZKLFK�FDQ�
be bought through the GraveTalk 
ZHEVLWH��7KH\�WDNH�SODFH�LQ�FKXUFK�
KDOOV��FRPPXQLW\�FHQWUHV�RU��FDI«V��
After being welcomed, people 
are invited to sit with three or four 
RWKHUV��,W�GRHVQőW�PDWWHU�KRZ�PDQ\�
question cards are used as the 

purpose is to talk and listen in a safe 
HQYLURQPHQW��

Research shows that although a third 
of British adults think about dying 
and death at least once a week, 
72% are uncomfortable discussing 
WKH�VXEMHFW��2QO\�DERXW�D�TXDUWHU�
of people have talked to someone 
about their funeral wishes, yet nearly 
three quarters of them agree that 
if people felt more comfortable 
discussing dying and death, it would 
make meeting end of life wishes 
HDVLHU��7DONLQJ�DERXW�G\LQJ�DQG�
planning ahead is not easy, but it will 
VSDUH�RWKHUV�IURP�PDNLQJ�GLIŵFXOW�
GHFLVLRQV�RQ�RXU�EHKDOI���

When people know that they are 
dying, it is important to focus on 
ZKDW�UHDOO\�PDWWHUV��7KH\�PD\�
ZDQW�WR�SDWFK�XS�D�UHODWLRQVKLS��
tell someone that they love them, 
discuss fears or regrets, write a 
will, and maybe ask someone to 
SUD\�ZLWK�WKHP��:KHQ�ZH�WKLQN�
about our own funeral service and 
make decisions, this is comforting 
WR�XV�DQG�RXU�IDPLO\��2UJDQLVLQJ�D�
funeral for someone we loved is 
hard, making the right choices and 
celebrating who they were and what 
they meant is much easier if it has 
EHHQ�GLVFXVVHG��

Many people believe it is respectful 
to see death as tragic, and wrong 
to view it any other way, despite 
EHLQJ�D�QRUPDO��QDWXUDO�SDUW�RI�OLIH���
Our lives begin and end, and our 
death is important, no matter how 

LW�KDSSHQV��+RZ�ZH�GLH�FDQQRW�EH�
FKDQJHG��DQG�DQ\�GHDWK�LV�SDUW�
RI�WKH�VWRU\�RI�D�SHUVRQ��,W�PD\�EH�
possible to see great beauty and 
PHDQLQJ�LQ�GHDWK��

People often cling to the idea 
that we and everyone we love are 
guaranteed a long life, despite 
the fact that every day people die 
SUHPDWXUHO\�E\�LOOQHVV�RU�DFFLGHQW��

Everyone leaves a legacy, and part 
of that is the impact that their death 
KDV�RQ�WKH�SHRSOH�WKH\�ORYH��:KHQ�
a family is only able to think about 
their loss as painful, that becomes 
SDUW�RI�WKHLU�OHJDF\��:H�QHHG�WR�EH�
DEOH�WR�ŵQG�JRRG�LQ�D�GHDWK�IRU�RXU�
sake and for the sake of the person’s 
PHPRULHV��$�GHDWK�RI�VRPHRQH�
close can teach us valuable things 
DERXW�RXU�RZQ�OLIH��,W�PD\�EULQJ�
us closer to others, changing 
family dynamics, or releasing us 
IURP�DQ[LHW\�DQG�D�FDULQJ�UROH��,W�
may inspire us to a new calling or 
purpose in life, giving us strength, 
FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�ZLVGRP��+HOSLQJ�
people to talk about death should 
be enable them to cope better with 
RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�GLIŵFXOW�WLPHV�RI�OLIH���

The ideal death is at the end of a 
good life, feeling that all has been 
achieved, and feeling ready to 
ZHOFRPH�GHDWK�DV�D�IULHQG��:H�OLYH�
better by having a good attitude 
to death, and being able to speak 
DERXW�WKH�VXEMHFW�LV�KHDOWK\�DQG�OLIH�
DIŵUPLQJ��FDQ�SURYLGH�KHDOLQJ��DQG�
EH�OLEHUDWLQJ�

by Ruth Green

GRAVE TALK
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DIOCESAN NEWS

Superheroes of all shapes and sizes celebrated All Saints’ Eve at The 
&KXUFK�RI�WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG��0XUUD\ŵHOG��7KLUW\�WHHQDJHUV�DQG�ŵIWHHQ�
youth leaders from all over the Scottish Episcopal Church gathered for the 
6XSHUKHUR�6OHHSRYHU��DQ�HYHQW�SODQQHG�DV�D�IROORZ�XS�WR�WKH�*OHQDOPRQG�
<RXWK�:HHN��7KH�5HY�'HDQ�)RVWHNHZ�LQYLWHG�XV�DQG�DOVR�HQWUXVWHG�
delegates with Sunday’s Service of the Word, which they devised and led 
WKHPVHOYHV��GUDZLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�RI�FUHDWLQJ�ZRUVKLS�WRJHWKHU�DW�*OHQ��

Saturday evening’s activities included pumpkin carving, riddles and Party 
5LQJ�OLPER��IROORZHG�E\�D�KRW�PHDO�DQG�ZRUVKLS�SODQQLQJ��%LVKRS�-RKQ�
and Clare joined us for supper surrounded by Batman, Superman, Wonder 
:RPDQ�DQG�IULHQGV��:H�VDLG�1LJKW�3UD\HU�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK��EHIRUH�
VHWWOLQJ�GRZQ�WR�HQMR\�KRW�FKRFRODWH�DQG�D�ODWH�QLJKW�ŵOP��)RUW\�ŵYH�RI�XV�
VOHSW�LQ�WKH�KDOO�DQG�ZRNH�WR�WKH�VPHOO�RI�KRW�SDVWULHV�DQG�IU\LQJ�EDFRQ��
Then we prepared for worship and joined the congregation of the Good 
Shepherd, who welcomed us warmly and appreciated the young people’s 
contribution so much that they have invited us all back!

There is lots to celebrate here: the fact that our host church welcomed us 
ZLWK�RSHQ�DUPV�DQG�WUXVWHG�RXU�GHOHJDWHV�WR�OHDG�ZRUVKLS��WKH�FRPPLWPHQW�
RI�ŵIWHHQ�OHDGHUV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�6(&�ZKR�YROXQWHHUHG�WR�PDNH�WKLV�HYHQW�
SRVVLEOH��DQG�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�SDUHQWV�ZKR�HQDEOHG�WKHLU�WHHQDJHUV�WR�DWWHQG��
Most importantly, the Superhero Sleepover gave the delegates something 
WKH\�KDYH�HYLGHQWO\�EHHQ�ORQJLQJ�IRU�EHWZHHQ�RQH�*OHQ�DQG�WKH�QH[W��7KH�
VLJQ�XS�VKHHW�DW�FDPS�ŵOOHG�XS�ZLWKLQ�KRXUV��'HOHJDWHV�SRVWHG�H[FLWHGO\�
on Facebook about how much they were looking forward to the event, and 
PDQ\�WROG�PH�WKH\�ORYHG�WKLV�ŐPLQL�*OHQő��2YHU�KDOI�RI�WKLV�\HDUőV�GHOHJDWHV�
came, and potential delegates sampled the wonderful spirit of Glen: now 
WKH\őUH�VD\LQJ�WKH\�FDQőW�ZDLW�WR�MRLQ�XV�QH[W�VXPPHU�

7KLV�LV�MXVW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��:LWK�P\�FROOHDJXHV�RQ�WKH�3URYLQFLDO�<RXWK�
Committee, we are actively looking at more ways of keeping the momentum 
RI�*OHQDOPRQG�JRLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��:H�QHHG�WR�DVN��DV�D�'LRFHVH�
and as a Province, “What more can we do?” 

Rectors and congregations are hearing more about Glen’s extraordinary 
extended family of young people and leaders, and are saying, “Come and 
visit our church!” 

As for the delegates themselves, they’re asking, “When can we do this again?”

Superheroes Assemble!
%\�&ODLUH�%HQWRQ�(YDQV

Autumn Synod
This year’s Autumn Synod was held 
DW�+RO\�7ULQLW\��+DGGLQJWRQ��%LVKRS�
John’s thoughtful address set 
the tone for the meeting, putting 
mission in the context of a call to 
IDLWKIXOQHVV��œ0LVVLRQŔ��KH�VDLG��œLVQőW�
VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�GR��EXW�ZKR�ZH�DUH�Ŕ

The Synod went on to approve 
funding for a Diocesan Mission 
2IŵFHU��WKH�H[DFW�MRE�WLWOH�WR�EH�
determined) whose role is to help 
Vestries and church members to 
think through mission in their own 
ORFDOLW\�DQG�WR�VXSSRUW�GHYHORSPHQW��
The post is planned to start before 
WKH�VXPPHU�LQ������

Congratulations to Sarah Grotrian, 
Appeal Secretary of St Mary’s 
Cathedral Workshop who has won 
one of the “Balfour of Burleigh 
Tercentenary Prizes for Exceptional 
$FKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�&UDIWVŔ��7KHVH�
prizes are given to individuals who 
stand out as having led and inspired 
SUDFWLWLRQHUV��*UDKDP�)RUEHV��
Provost of the Cathedral says, “I 
can think of no one who has done 
more to put ‘old skills in young 
hands’ – the motto of the Cathedral 
:RUNVKRS���,W�LV�VLPSO\�ZRQGHUIXO�
that her contribution has been 
recognised in this way, and all who 
have been involved in the Workshop 
over its almost three decades can 
EDVN�LQ�KHU�UHŶHFWLYH�JORU\�Ŕ�6DUDK�
was due to attend a ceremony on 
London on Tuesday 24 November 
�MXVW�EHIRUH�WKLV�HGLWLRQ�ZHQW�WR�
SULQW��WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�DZDUG��

Inspirational Prize
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New lighting has been installed in the Lady Chapel, the most ornately carved part of Rosslyn Chapel, to help visitors 
JDLQ�D�EHWWHU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQWULFDWH�VWRQHZRUN��7KH�/DG\�&KDSHO�LV�ŵIWHHQ�IHHW�KLJK��VHYHQ�DQG�D�KDOI�IHHW�GHHS�
DQG�H[WHQGV�WKH�ZKROH�WKLUW\�ŵYH�IRRW�ZLGWK�RI�WKH�&KDSHO��,W�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�YDXOWHG�FRPSDUWPHQWV�DQG�FRQWDLQV�
VRPH�RI�WKH�ULFKHVW�FDUYLQJV�LQFOXGLQJ�DQJHOV��JUHHQ�PHQ�DQG�WKH�ŐGDQFH�RI�GHDWKő�

7KUHH�OLJKWV�ZHUH�GHVLJQHG�VSHFLŵFDOO\�IRU�5RVVO\Q�&KDSHO�E\�*DYLQ�)UDVHU��RI�)RWR�0D�/LJKWLQJ�$UFKLWHFWV�DQG�
'HVLJQHUV��DQG�PDQXIDFWXUHG�E\�ORFDO�FRPSDQ\�0LNH�6WRDQH�/LJKWLQJ��7KH�FRVW�RI�WKH�QHZ�OLJKWV�KDV�EHHQ�
VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�+HULWDJH�/RWWHU\�)XQG�

Lights up on the Lady Chapel

Phase Two at  
St Martin’s
Further building work has started 
at St Martin’s Community Resource 
&HQWUH�LQ�*RUJLH�'DOU\��(GLQEXUJK��
Grants, amongst many, from the 
Asda Foundation, Awards for All, 
and the Lord Provost’s Rapid Action 
Fund, alongside local enthusiastic 
fundraising, have enabled St Martin’s 
to embark on £80,000 worth of 
IXUWKHU�LPSURYHPHQWV��7KH�ODWHVW�
work will provide a new street level 
access into the building, a lift that 
FRQQHFWV�WKH�WKUHH�ŶRRUV��DQG�D�
UHIXUELVKHG�EDVHPHQW�KDOO��%\�&KULVWPDV�
the congregation and the many 
community users of the building will 
be celebrating a properly accessible 
DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�EXLOGLQJ�

'U�-HDQ�&DUOHWWD�UHFHLYHG�D�SUHVWLJLRXV�7HQ�<HDU�7HFKQLFDO�,PSDFW�$ZDUG�LQ�
November at the ACM International Conference on Multimodal Interaction 
�,&0,���7KH�DZDUG�ZDV�RQH�RI�WZR�JLYHQ�ŐLQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�VFLHQWLŵF�ZRUN�
LQ�WKH�,&0,�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�KDV�VWRRG�WKH�WHVW�RI�WLPH�ő�-HDQ�LV�D�6HQLRU�
Research Fellow in the Institute for Language, Cognition and Computation at 
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK��

0XOWLPRGDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�LV�D�QHZ�VFLHQWLŵF�ŵHOG�WKDW�XQGHUSLQV�DGYDQFHV�
in how technology uses audio, video and other streams of information to 
XQGHUVWDQG�KXPDQ�EHKDYLRXU�

As some of you will know, Jean is currently involved in the HeatHack 
LQLWLDWLYH��D�FRPPXQLW\�OHG�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WZR�(GLQEXUJK�FKXUFKHV��
Christ Church Morningside and the City of Edinburgh Methodist Church,as 
part of Scientists in Congregations Scotland��+HDW+DFN�DLPV�WR�KHOS�WKLUG�
sector organisations reduce their energy costs and improve thermal comfort 
in their premises by collecting the heating system performance data needed 
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHLU�ROGHU�EXLOGLQJV�

Technical 
Impact Award
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‘But That I Can’t Believe’ John  A. T. Robinson 
Fontana. 1967 ISBN: 0006215939

by Hilary Pritchard

œ%XW�WKDW�,�FDQőW�EHOLHYH��Ŕ�0HWDSKRULFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ�

Many will remember the controversy in 1963 engendered by the publication 
RI�Ő+RQHVW�WR�*RGő�E\�WKH�WKHQ�%LVKRS�RI�:RROZLFK��-RKQ�5RELQVRQ��+LV��ODWHU�
book, ‘But that I can’t Believe’, published in 1967, was less controversial but 
VWLOO�KDV�D�ORW�WR�VD\�WR�XV�WRGD\�LQ������DV�ZH�FRQVLGHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�PLVVLRQ�

The aim of Robinson’s later book  was to look at the problem of how to 
H[SODLQ�WR�QRQ�EHOLHYHUV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�WR�EH�KLVWRULFDO�IDFW��DQG�
ZKDW�ZH�DFFHSW�DV�QRW�EHLQJ�KLVWRULFDOO\�FRUUHFW�EXW�VWLOO�HPERG\LQJ�D�WUXWK��

As Christmas is approaching it might seem appropriate to take as an 
example the question of angels, of whom we’ll be seeing a lot on our 
&KULVWPDV�FDUGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�URELQV�DQG�VNDWLQJ�QXQV��'R�ZH�ŐEHOLHYHő�LQ�WKHP"�
5RELQVRQ�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKHUHőV�QRW�D�Ő\HVő�RU�ŐQRő�DQVZHU�WR�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��
In the Middle Ages people believed in literal beings called angels, and 
IDPRXVO\�GHEDWHG�KRZ�PDQ\�FRXOG�GDQFH�RQ�WKH�SRLQW�RI�D�SLQ��:H�VHH�
WKHP�WRGD\�GHSLFWHG�RQ�&KULVWPDV�FDUGV�DV�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�SXWWL�WR�SUH�
5DSKDHOLWH�YLVLRQV�ZLWK�JROGHQ�ZLQJV��7R�WKH�QRQ�EHOLHYHU�WKH\�DUH�REMHFWV�
RI�IDQWDV\��OLWHUDOO\�LQFUHGLEOH��<HW��WKH�RULJLQDO�PHDQLQJ�RI�DQJHOV�LV�angelos, 
messengers, and they can be understood as a metaphor for means of 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�*RG��QRW�OLWHUDO�EHLQJV��7KH�VKHSKHUGV��LI�WKH\�H[LVWHG��
and that’s another subject for discussion) did not literally see a heavenly 
KRVW��WKH\�IHOW�DQ�XUJH�WR�JR�DQG�LQYHVWLJDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ���
VRPHWKLQJ�RI�LPSRUWDQFH��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�FKDQJH�WKHLU�ZRUOG�

This may seem obvious to us but not to many non church goers who 
DVVXPH�WKDW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�OLWHUDOO\�EHOLHYHV�LQ�DQJHOV��D�VL[�GD\�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
XQLYHUVH��DQG�WKDW�ŵYH�ORDYHV�DQG�WZR�ŵVKHV�FDQ�IHHG������SHRSOH��PXVW�EH�FUD]\��

So what in Heaven’s name has this to do with mission? Recent congregational 
discussions about mission concentrated mainly on practical ways in which 
ZH�FRXOG�UHDFK�RXW�LQWR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�GR�*RGőV�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��
Much of what we suggested is already undertaken by Christians, members 
RI�RWKHU�IDLWKV�DQG�WKRVH�RI�QR�IDLWK�DW�DOO��%XW�VXUHO\�WKHUHőV�DQRWKHU�VLGH�WR�
mission: explaining to others the faith which we profess and which motivates 
XV�WR�VXFK�DFWLRQV���<HW��LQ�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�VFHSWLFDO�DQG�VHFXODU�ZRUOG�WKHUH�
are ever more people who, on picking up a Bible, are likely to say ‘But that 
,�FDQőW�EHOLHYHő��6XUHO\�RXU�ŵUVW�VWHS�LV�WR�H[SODLQ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZH�GR�EHOLHYH��
especially the difference between the literal and the metaphorical, so that 
RXU�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�PLVVLRQ�LV�FOHDU�

REVIEWS ‘The Miniaturist’  
Jessie Burton 
Picador. 2015 
ISBN-10: 1447250931

by -RKQ�$��)OHPLQJ

The Autumn book choice of the 
/LQN�%RRN�*URXS��'DONHLWK�DQG�
Lasswade) was a novel entitled 
The Miniaturist and is a debut 
ZRUN�E\�-HVVLH�%XUWRQ��,W�LV�D�ZHLUG�
and wonderful tale set in the 
Netherlands in the late Seventeenth 
&HQWXU\��(LJKWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�1HOOD�
Oortman arrives at a grand house 
in Amsterdam to begin her new life 
as the wife of a wealthy merchant 
-RKDQQHV�%UDQGW�

Although curiously distant, Johannes 
presents Nella with an extraordinary 
ZHGGLQJ�SUHVHQW��D�FDELQHW�VL]HG�
UHSOLFD�RI�WKHLU�KRPH��,W�LV�WR�EH�
furnished by an elusive miniaturist 
�KHQFH�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�ERRN��ZKRVH�
tiny creations seem to bear a sinister 
DVSHFW�RQ�1HOODőV�QHZ�OLIH��$V�VKH�
uncovers the secrets of her new 
household she becomes aware of 
WKH�HVFDODWLQJ�GDQJHU�VKH�QRZ�IDFHV�

On the whole the group enjoyed the 
atmospheric tone of the book but 
were in for a few nasty surprises with 
Johannes being caught LQ�ŶDJUDQWH�
delectio not once but quite a few 
WLPHV��7KLV�FDXVHG�VFDQGDO�DPRQJVW�
his colleagues and neighbours 
as well as much heartbreak to his 
ZLIH��$ORQJ�ZLWK�WKLV�KLV�VLVWHU�LV�
also found ‘to be of child’ by the 
PDQVHUYDQW�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG�

The novel ends rather jarringly with 
the death of Johannes, executed by 
drowning for his misdemeanours 
and his sister dying in childbirth 
ZKLOH�WKDQNIXOO\�WKH�EDE\�VXUYLYHV����
This tragically leaves us feeling sorry 
IRU�SRRU�1HOOD�DV�WKH�VWRU\�FORVHV��$Q�
unfortunate ending which in my view 
VSRLOV�WKH�VWRU\�
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Appointments

Rev Sarah Shaw - ordained as 

Priest at St Cuthbert’s, Colinton on 

19 September 2015

Rev Dr Jenny Wright, Revd Dr 

Kenneth Fleming and Revd Grace 

Redpath – ordained as Deacon 

at St Mary’s Cathedral on 27 

September 2015

Jennifer Floether, licensed as Lay 

Reader at St Mark’s, Portobello on 

25 October 2015

Rev Andy Reid will be 

instituted as Rector of St Peter’s, 

Musselburgh on 29 November 

2015.

Rev John Evans as Interim Pastor, 

St John’s Jedburgh, October 2015

Deaths

Rev John Pelham, a retired 

priest and assistant at St Mary’s, 

Dalmahoy and previously 

associated with ministry in Lanark 

and Penicuik, West Linton and 

Balerno, died on 5 November 

2015. Service of Thanksgiving at St 

Mary’s Dalmahoy at 12.30 pm on 

Monday 16 November.

Spring Synod
This will be held at St Paul’s and 

St George’s in Edinburgh on 

Saturday 12 March 2016.

GAZETTE
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VACANCY: CHURCH CHILDREN’S LEADER  
St Margaret’s, Easter Road, Edinburgh

8 hours per week, £10 an hour  
���\HDU�FRQWUDFW��PD\�EH�H[WHQGHG��

We are a small, warm and friendly traditional Episcopal Church in a 
PXOWL�FXOWXUDO�DUHD�RI�(GLQEXUJK��:H�UXQ�D�VXFFHVVIXO��YLEUDQW�%DE\�
	�7RGGOHU�JURXS�ZKLFK�KDV�H[SDQGHG�LQWR�WZR�PRUQLQJV�SHU�ZHHN��
We are looking to start a new Sunday School and to develop our 
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�IDPLOLHV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

You are an enthusiastic Christian who would like to play a key role 
LQ�WKLV�H[FLWLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW��:H�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�DQ�H[SHULHQFHG�
FKLOGUHQőV�OHDGHU�WR�HVWDEOLVK�RXU�QHZ�6XQGD\�6FKRRO��<RX�PXVW�EH�D�
JRRG�FRPPXQLFDWRU�DQG�FRQŵGHQW�OHDGHU�RI�YROXQWHHUV��<RX�ZLOO�DOVR�
be part of the toddler group team, and will be a vital link between the 
WRGGOHU�JURXS�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�FKLOGUHQőV�SURJUDPPH��

For further information, job description and application form please 
FRQWDFW�DOLVRQFXGGHIRUG#KRWPDLO�FR�XN�

7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�DSSOLFDWLRQV�KDV�EHHQ�H[WHQGHG��$OO�HQTXLULHV� 
DUH�ZHOFRPH�

VACANCY: RECTOR
St Mary’s, Grangemouth and St 
Catharine’s, Bo’ness

Come and join the ‘Twins on the 
River Forth’

We are a linked charge seeking 
a priest, eligible to be licensed 
for ordained ministry within the 
Scottish Episcopal Church, who will 
continue to build and inspire both 
FRQJUHJDWLRQV�

The successful applicant will 
be someone who is prayerful 
and stimulating, in touch with 
contemporary church debates and 
RI�FHQWUDO�FKXUFK�WUDGLWLRQ�

)RU�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�SURŵOH�DQG�
application pack please contact the 
vestry secretary of St Mary’s: Robina 
&ODUN��URELQDP#EOXH\RQGHU�FR�XN�

Initial informal enquiries may be 
made to the Dean of the Diocese: 
Tel 0131 538 7033 

Closing date: To be advised

You have always been able to 
receive Youth and Children News 
by email, but now you can have up 
WR�ŵYH�SULQWHG�FRORXU�FRSLHV�RI�IRU�
\RXU�FKXUFK�IUHH�RI�FKDUJH��0RUH�
copies can be arranged for a very 
reasonable price, thanks to the new 
SULQWHU�LQ�WKH�GLRFHVDQ�RIŵFH��-XVW�
arrange to pick up your copies from 
WKH�RIŵFH��FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�RQ�S����

FREE NEWSLETTERS!
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EDGE agendath
e

Many thanks to all who 
have contributed words or 
pictures to this edition of 
7KH�(GJH��

If you have an item of 
news for our Diocesan 
News pages or for this 
agenda page, please 
VHQG�LW�WR�HGLWRU#
HGLQEXUJKGLRFHVH�RUJ�XN

The deadline for the next 
LVVXH�LV����-DQ������

HOST UK, an organisation which 
promotes international friendship 
and understanding, is looking for 
&KULVWPDV�YROXQWHHUV��+XQGUHGV�
of adult international students 
studying in the UK could be facing 
the prospect of a lonely Christmas 
IDU�IURP�KRPH�DQG�IDPLO\��9ROXQWHHU�
hosts invite students to visit for a few 
days over the festive period, and the 
host then can meet new people and 
learn about diverse cultures from 
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�

You can choose how many people 
you invite – individuals, couples 
or families – and if you would like 
WR�PHHW�VRPHRQH�IURP�D�VSHFLŵF�
country students and hosts will be 
PDWFKHG�RQ�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�DYDLODELOLW\��
7KHUH�DUH�QR�VSHFLŵF�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
to hosting, other than the student 
should be made to feel part of your 
IDPLO\�RU�JURXS�IRU�WKDW�VKRUW�WLPH�

If you’d like to make the most of this 
unusual and rewarding activity, just 
contact HOST UK and we will put 
\RX�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�D�ORFDO�RUJDQLVHU��
9LVLW�KRVWXN�RUJ�RU�WHOHSKRQH������
���������

MAKE ROOM AT THE INN

ARE YOU SPORTY?  .D\�DQG�3HWHU�%DWHV��DERYH��DUH�PHPEHUV�
of the congregation at St Fillan’s, Buckstone, and one of the main 
voluntary activities they engage in is judging international freestyle skiing 
FRPSHWLWLRQV��7KH�QH[W�DUWLFOH�LQ�RXU�Ő0((7�7+(����ő�VHULHV�ZLOO�IHDWXUH�.D\�DQG�
Peter and other people in the diocese who are involved in sport, whether as 
SDUWLFLSDQWV��XPSLUHV��UHIHUHHV�RU�FRDFKHV��3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�'DYLG�:DUQHV�RQ�
ZDUQHVGDYLG#JRRJOHPDLO�FRP�LI�\RX�DUH�D�VSRUWV�SHUVRQ�\RXUVHOI�RU�LI�\RX�
NQRZ�DQ\RQH�LQ�\RXU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�ZKR�LV�

In the autumn years of our lives, how do we live more intentionally out 
RI�D�SODFH�RI�JHQHURVLW\�DQG�JUDFH��RI�FODULW\�DQG�ZKROHQHVV"�+RZ�GR�ZH�
then use these gifts to nourish the lives of others? Using poetry, image and 
JHQWOH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��WKLV�GD\�LV�DLPHG�DW�ŐVHFRQG�KDOIő�RU�UHWLUHG�SHRSOH�DQG�
WKRVH�ZKR�DFFRPSDQ\�WKHP�LQ�OLIH��

With Nancy Adams, member of the Coracle Trust, Emmaus House & Place 
IRU�+RSH�FRPPXQLWLHV�

e���LQFOXGLQJ�VRXS�OXQFK��EXUVDU\�KHOS�DYDLODEOH��

)RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�ERRNLQJ��HPDLO�VL[GD\VHGLQEXUJK#\DKRR�FR�XN��
or telephone 07952 198379

ZZZ�HSLSKDQ\JURXS�RUJ�XN�

THE GENEROUSITY OF ELDERS  6DWXUGD\���-DQXDU\����DP����SP

Have you been knitting angels for 
Advent? If so, take lots of pictures 
of your ‘yarn bombing’ project, 
post them on Facebook, Twitter, 
send them to the local paper, and 
����VHQG�WKHP�KHUH�WR�7KH�(GJH�IRU�
the Diocesan News pages! Use the 
KHUDOGDQJHOVEORJ�ZRUGSUHVV�FRP�
website as well to share your angelic 
VWRULHV�DQG�DOO�\RXU�HYHQWV�

CALLING ALL ANGELS!


