
Back by popular demand,
this sleepover event is
both a get-together for
Glen delegates and
friends, and an opportuni-
ty for potential delegates
to experience a little bit of
what Glen is all about.
There will be silly games,
food, a film and prepara-
tion to lead Sunday wor-
ship at the Good
Shepherd. Please encour-
age your young people to
come along!

Consent forms and infor-
mation can be found here.
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YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

� SEEN AND HEARD - Children’s Ministry
Conference
� PLAY CHURCH - coming soon!
� CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION - all-age

competition to design Bishop John’s Christmas
card for 2016
� TRAINING EVENT - Teenagers and mental health

http://www.edinburgh.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Sci-Fi-Sleepover-parental-info_consent.pdf


Those who attended Seen
and Heard were very well
looked after: plentiful re-
freshments were provid-
ed, as well as lunch and
lots of tea and coffee.
There was also a quiet
space where people
could relax, think and pray
- or even enjoy a hand
massage. Thank you to
the teams of volunteers
who helped look after us
all!

ADDRESS BY DAVE RICHARDS
“What I want to do this morning is just
say a few things about why we have put
this conference on, and how we view
children's ministry at Ps and Gs. I want to
speak as a leader of a local church, as a
father of three children and as someone
who did not grow up in a Christian family.

As a local church minister, I believe pas-
sionately that children are not the church
of the future. They may be the future of
the church, but they are definitely part of
the church of today. That's why we don't
use terms like Children's Church, crèche
or even Sunday School around here.
These imply that what happens for chil-
dren in our church is something other
than  church.
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For me, it was a jour-
ney of discovery
about children and
faith. I was taken to
church from an early
age (and am so grate-
ful for the people who
taught me, and
prayed for me, in Sun-
day School over 50
years ago). They gave
me an awareness of
God that never left
me, but I drifted away
from church when I
was about 9. Well, not
so much drifted as
refused to go! I didn't
commit my life to
Christ until I was 17.
And as everyone be-
lieves their norm is

the norm, I assumed
therefore that children
couldn't have real faith.

Later, working with Uni-
versity students, faith
was to be understood,
reasoned and grown-
up. Then a friend asked
me to give a five minute
talk at the end of a Dra-
ma Club she was run-
ning for P5-P7's in our
church. By now, I was
on the staff of a church
as an evangelist and
she asked me to speak
on prayer. I began by
asking the kids how
they understood prayer
and their answers blew
me away. One after an-

other spoke about
how God gave them
another language to
pray in, some had
pictures - here were
children exercising
the gifts of the Spirit
of tongues and
prophecy and inter-
pretation. They had
real faith, probably
deeper than mine! My
experience made me
rethink my theology,
and study the Bible in
a new way. Re-read-
ing Scripture, I real-
ised that children
were used and spo-
ken to by God all the
way through the Bi-
ble. From Moses to



Mary, Joseph to David, Samuel to the dis-
ciples who some people think were teen-
agers  - children's faith counted. It was
different to the faith of adults but it was no
less real and often more profound.

Once I was ordained and moved to anoth-
er church, I again encountered children
who had something I had not grown up
with - a living, growing relationship with
Jesus. It struck me as odd that we gave
out Communion to adults without ques-
tioning their faith, particularly on Christ-
mas Eve, when we were denying children
bread and wine just because of their age.
Why were we treating them as not yet
Christians when the reality was that they
were not yet adults? We had baptised
them so why deny them the other sacra-
ment?

Moving to Scotland we have been so
grateful to be part of a church that be-
lieves in children. We have been so grate-
ful to the volunteers and staff members
who have worked with our kids. To
Stephen, Hazel, Gemma who were paid to
but also to the many church members,
like you, who served week by week in our
children's groups. Celebrating twenty
years at Ps and Gs this summer, one of
the things we wanted to say thank you for
was a church that has helped all our chil-
dren to grow up loving Jesus, and His
church. Not all pastors' kids do, and we
don't take that for granted. But it didn't just
happen.

As a church, we invested in children's
ministry - in time, money and people. We
prayed for our kids and, as a church, rec-
ognised the primary place for Christian
growth and instruction is supposed to be
the home, as outlined in Deuteronomy.
But we now live in a nation where only 5%
of the population are to be found in
church on a Sunday - where fewer par-
ents than ever have a living faith them-

selves. Where Scotland, the land of
Livingstone, Liddell and Slessor is now offi-
cially an unreached people's group in terms
of world mission.

Your role as leaders and workers in church-
es across Scotland is so important therefore
- as you work with not the church of the fu-
ture but the future of the church. My hope
and prayer is that you leave today chal-
lenged but equipped, encouraged and en-
thused, empowered and committed to
ensure that children in Scotland get the
chance to see and hear about Jesus - the
one who welcomed little children - and the
one whose church changed and shaped the
way the rest of the known world viewed chil-
dren, then and ever since.
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There was a great choice
of workshops led by expert
practitioners. These includ-
ed:

● How to talk so children
listen and listen so chil-
dren talk

● How to make a multi-age
group effective

● How to make the Bible
alive and relevant for
children.

● How to do worship and
prayer with children.

● How to help children dis-
cover who Jesus is.

● How to serve the chil-
dren in your local com-
munity.

● How to cast a vision for
children’s ministry.

The day began and ended
with worship. We were re-
minded what an important
job it is we do when we
nurture children’s faith, and
how it is part of our own
faith journey, too. We sang
and prayed together, re-
membering that although
we come from different
churches of all shapes and
sizes, we have this vital
ministry in common.

ENCOURAGING AND EQUIPPING CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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THE PLAY CHURCH -
COMING VERY SOON...

Our play church features quarter sawn oak, the
grain of which is alive with the patterns left by the
tree’s veins. Many altars have carvings, but ours
is decorated using pyrography - intricate designs
are burnt into the wood using a hot wire. For the
cross on the front of the altar, I am delighted that
we have permission to use the design for Bishop
John’s pectoral cross, created by the Edinburgh
silversmith, Sheana Stephen. It features the city’s
distinctive skyline, as well as the hills of the Scot-
tish Borders, suggesting the breadth of our Dio-
cese.

It’s nearly here! The play church
project is designed to help children
explore worship and wonder about
God and his amazing family, the
Church. It’s about engaging chil-
dren’s interest and encouraging
them to learn through play. The dioc-
esan play church is portable and will
travel to six churches in the diocese
each year - so get ready!

The play church altar has been built by
Grassmarket Furniture, one of the social
enterprises in the Grassmarket Commu-
nity Project. Trained carpenters work with
volunteers to create beautiful, bespoke
pieces like this. In the process, the work-
shop helps to transform the lives of the
volunteers who develop their skills there.

All sorts of talent and creativity have been
involved in the play church project. See
the next page for details of the beautiful
banner that will hang behind the play
church altar and the special play church
cross… Elsewhere in the diocese, church
groups are creating decorative frontals
and sewing altar linen, while others have
donated everything children will need to
play at baptisms, weddings and even Ho-
ly Communion.
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Children were recently invited to de-
sign a brilliant banner for Play
Church. All the entries were colourful
and welcoming, but the winner was
Phoebe Pryce (age 11) from St
Mark’s Portobello. Phoebe’s design is
wonderfully bright  and bold: it has
now been created in fabric by Rev’d
Ruth Green from St David’s Pilton.
The full banner will be unveiled at the
dedication of the play church on 12
November at St Mary’s Cathedral,
Edinburgh.

This beautiful cross was carved especially for the play church
by Peter Tucker of St Andrew’s Kelso. It is made of spalted
beech. The black patterns (or ‘spalting’) come from a fungi
that has invaded the tree. For Peter, these dark intrusions into
the wood represent our sin. The cross is not smooth all over –
some of the tree’s bark has been left on – because the cross
Jesus died on would have been made of rough wood. Peter
explains that the cross has an abstract shape which follows
the natural line of the wood, rather than being straight and rig-
id. It is leaning towards us, as if its arms are reaching out to us.
This represents the fact that in today’s world, when people are
falling away from faith, the cross is crying out to us. It is a sym-
bol of God’s love, which is always reaching towards us.



HealthLink360 is offering a
day’s training to help you
spot and respond to men-
tal health issues in the
young people you work
with. It’s open to ministers,
youth leaders, anyone who
has a key role in pastoring
young people.

● Looking at the major
mental health problems
that afflict young people

● Practical skills to help
you work alongside a
young person who you
think might have a men-
tal health problem.

● Helps you equip Chris-
tian young people to en-
gage their faith and
God’s word in managing
mental health problems.

Thursday 17 November,
9.30am to 4.30pm at
HealthLink360’s centre at
Carberry, near Mussel-
burgh. £27 per person.
Tea and coffee are provid-
ed; bring a packed lunch.
Free parking.

Interested? Email
admin@healthlink360.org
or call 0131 653 6767.

SPECIAL ALL-AGE SERVICE OF DEDICATION
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http://www.healthlink360.org/
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YOUTH WORKER
VACANCY

Edinburgh

Youth Worker

We are a large, active
and theologically liberal
congregation on the
south side of Edinburgh
with 3 Services of Wor-
ship on Sunday.  We
seek a youth worker to
help us strengthen our
provision for younger
people of secondary
school age and above.

The successful candi-
date will help nurture
faith and provide pasto-
ral support.   The post is
for 3 years in the first
instance with an annual
salary in the region of
£20,000 based on a 30
hour week.

For all enquires, please
contact Revd Scott McK-
enna on 0131 667 1286
or
SMcKenna@churchofsc
otland.org.uk    For fur-
ther details, please visit
us at

 Please encourage people
of all ages to get creative and enter this competition.
The winner will receive a prize and a set of Christmas
cards featuring the winning design.

http://www.mayfieldsalisbury.org/
http://www.mayfieldsalisbury.org/
http://www.mayfieldsalisbury.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-sexualisation-of-culture-a-biblical-response-tickets-21078528446?aff=efbnreg

