YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

It spent
Advent and Christmas at
St Ninian’s Comely Bank,
and is now at St Mark’s
Portobello before moving
to the Borders for Lent
and Easter. Children
have been thoroughly
enjoying it, and grownups have been intrigued
and inspired: St Ninian’s
hid three cuddly camels
in the play church cubby
holes during Advent, and
now a generous member
of St Mark’s has donated
a real bishop’s crozier!
Please contact me if you
would like to host play
church.

Ÿ YOUNG PEOPLE LEADING WORSHIP - at St
Columba’s-by-the-Castle
Ÿ PLAY CHURCH - progressing around the Diocese
Ÿ SAFE FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN - Edinburgh
outreach
Ÿ MAINLY MUSIC - mission to young children and
families
Ÿ DIARY DATES
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YOUTH-LED
WORSHIP

CREATIVE WORSHIP AT ST COLUMBA’S-BY-THE
-CASTLE

The pair worked with the
Rector, David Paton-Williams, and gathered helpers from within the
congregation. The pictures show how engaged
everyone was, and one
worshipper said: “Folk
seemed to be genuinely
moved by it all – Olivia
wrote a dramatized Annunciation gospel in three
parts and the congregation discussed these in
groups and in plenary;
and had an activity writing
prayers on feathers, which
we put on drawn outlines
of angel’s wings – that
was very effective… It did
get a lot of good feedback: the congregation
were very positive about
it.”
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LOVE IN ACTION
Could you sacrifice a couple of hours per week or
month to give hope to a
family like this one? If so,
would love
to hear from you. Fill out a
volunteer application form
today.

PROVIDES
ISOLATED FAMILIES GOING THROUGH A DIFFICULT
TIME WITH SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE BY OFFERING
FRIENDSHIP, RESOURCES AND A SHORT BREAK FOR
IR
CHILDREN UNTIL THEIR PARENTS ARE BACK ON THE
FEET WITH A STABLE SUPPORT NETWORK AROUND
THEM.

‘When Mum walked
out, everything
changed, but Dad
was determined to
provide for his two
young children. He
worked long hours
(shift work), which
kept him out of the
house for 10 hours
per day, so he was
often unable to help
his children get to
school or make their
dinner. He was afraid
to take time off work
in case he lost his
job…. No-one knew
anything was going
on at home until one
of the children was

home sick, and the
school was unable get
in touch with their parents. …
Social workers phoned
to see if Safe Families
could help. We found a
Host Family who could
take the children on
weekends when dad
would be away all day.
Over their first weekend
with the volunteers, The
children had a fun
packed time and understood clearly that they
would be going home
again so weren’t worried about being taken
into care. As a result,

also partners
with churches, offering
● Training
● Support
● Volunteer matching
If you would like to know
more, contact
edinburgh@safefamiliesfor
children.com

Dad had peace of
mind, knowing his
children were safe
while he was working,
and he also had time
to adjust his work
schedule so he could
be home with his kids
when he needed to.
This was a hard-working father who was
struggling to cope as
a single parent, and a
little extra support
helped this loving
family stay together.’
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TELL IT
TOGETHER

A TOOL FOR MISSION
began in New Zealand
as a way for churches to connect with
families in their local community. The
simple formula of interactive music
followed by ‘eat/play/chat’ has proved
hugely popular with young children,
their parents and carers.
is a tool for building communities and
nurturing relationships; for many, it
has also been a first step on their journey of faith and discipleship.

is by
the hugely talented
storyteller Renita
Boyle and is available
from BRF, Amazon or
Renita herself. Click
here for a free sample:
the introduction (complete with loads of
good information
about telling better
stories) and a few stories to try too.

So what happens at a mainly
music group?
‘Each week, parents and carers
bring their young children (0-5s)
for a thirty-minute music session
with music, rhyme, movement,
listening and more. Adults are
encouraged to interact and participate with their children. After
the music portion, adults and
children are extended hospitality. This gives the church a
chance to bless families from
the community. The session is
the first point of contact. It also
allows families who don’t have a
wide circle of friends to be introduced to others in the same
season of life. Team members

are able to encourage and give
support to the families. Community is formed. Mainly music provides a focused opportunity for the
church to meet the community,
love families with the message of
the Gospel, meet needs and
speak one-to-one about the impact of their relationship with God
by asking questions and being
willing to talk about their own
faith.’ (Taken from the mainly music website).
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DIARY DATES
Booking forms issued
for Glenalmond Youth
Week
- Celebration
of 20 Years of the Provincial Youth Week
Jump! Children’s Ministry Conference in Aberdeen with
Lucy Moore. Details
here.
- Glenalmond
booking deadline
- Provincial
Youth Week at Glenalmond

Got SOMETHING
coming up at your
church?
Advertise it here!

The Provincial Youth Committee invites delegates and leaders past and present, their friends, families and supporters to
join in any and all of these events to celebrate 20 years of the
Provincial Youth Week at Glenalmond and Strathallan. For
more details and booking visit the SEC PYC website.
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