YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

How to feed a youth
group… This is how
much Glen delegates
and friends enjoyed the
cakes and puddings on
offer after lunch at St
Mark’s Portobello! More
details on page 2.

PLAY CHURCH
Would your church like to
donate an item for Play
Church? Please see the list
of bits and pieces we need
here.

Ÿ GENERAL SYNOD - youth participation
Ÿ GLENBOMBING - young people leading worship
Ÿ FISCHY MUSIC - at the Solas Festival
Ÿ KNITURGY BOX - engaging young children in
worship
Ÿ PLAY CHURCH COMPETITION - summer activity
Ÿ CHILD PROTECTION - advice from the NSPCC
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PASCHAL CANDLE

YOUNG PEOPLE AT ST MARK’S PORTOBELLO

St Mark’s regularly sends a
number of delegates to the
Youth Week at Glenalmond,
where they gain experience of
creating their own acts of
worship. The Glenbombing
service brought together the
talents of these delegates,
their friends and members of
St Mark’s Junior Church. The
all-age congregation enjoyed
dramatic storytelling, interactive teaching with sensory
stations and creative prayers
with fire, fragrant oils and soft

woolly beads. It was great to see
young people confidently leading
worship. We were joined by Glen
leaders and delegates from the wider
Province, and after the service, St
Mark’s treated us to lunch. Thank you
to everyone who helped plan the
service, everyone who came and to
our hosts for making us so welcome!

This Paschal Candle
has been creatively
and colourfully decorated by the younger
members of St Mark’s
Portobello, using
mouldable coloured
wax. I particularly like
the way in which it
reflects the church’s
seaside location,
which is echoed by
the driftwood candle
surround. It’s great to
see children being
invited to create
something which has
an important part to
play in the life of the
church, in marking its
seasons and special
occasions.
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CHILDHOOD
ENGAGING SMALL CHILDREN IN LITURGICAL WO
RSHIP

Here’s a lovely idea from
Christ Church Morningside:
guest editorship of the
church magazine. This
summer it’s the turn of Alex
Barrett, the gifted Families’
Networker who is now employed to lead the church’s
work with children, young
people and families. Alex
has a gathered together
some fascinating contributions on the theme of childhood, including these
delightful childhood memories from members of the
congregation:
● Playing outside all
summer
● Rounders on Bruntsfield
Links
● A very independent
upbringing, sleeping in
the cellar and the bombs
flying over
● Soggy, saggy swimsuit at
Scarborough
You can read the magazine
in full here.

A Liturgy Box is a box of objects and books that are specially put together to help very
young children join in church
worship. Liturgy boxes can include Christian symbols, Bible
story objects, specific Christian
worship materials (for the
Creed, Confession etc) and
items for Communion and Baptism.

ready started work on their own
Kniturgy Box, and I had a sneak
preview: here is a globe to hold
when we pray for the world, and
a rainbow collection of people
who will join together (with Velcro on their hands) during the
Gathering prayer. The St Mark’s
Kniturgy Box will be dedicated
for use in church later in the
year.

The Children, Families and
Youth Officer for the Diocese of
Aberdeen & Orkney has shared
with me a wonderful collection
of patterns for a Kniturgy Box as the name suggests, it’s similar to a Liturgy Box, only handknitted! The book of patterns is
available to borrow from my
office. The talented knitters of
St Mark’s Portobello have al-
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YOUTH PARTICIPATION & GENERAL SYNOD
At General Synod recently, the Provincial
Youth Committee spoke about Youth in
the SEC. The highlight of our presentation was the moment when two Glen delegates addressed Synod and spoke
passionately about the difference that the
Glenalmond Youth Week has made to
their lives, their faith and their church
commitment.
I have previously spoken to Diocesan
Synod about youth participation, and I
introduced the Participation Ladder to
General Synod on this occasion, but
nothing could demonstrate more powerfully the importance of involving young
people in the structures of church organisation than these two nervous young
women, bravely addressing General Synod and speaking from the heart about
their sense of belonging. We also heard
from former Glen delegates who are now
Glen leaders: between them, they work
for the church at local, diocesan and provincial level; they have represented the
SEC at the Church of Scotland’s National
Youth Assembly, on the Porvoo Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela and at
the United Nations. The PYC continues to
look at ways of empowering young people and encouraging youth participation
in the church at every level.
If you would like to know more about the
Participation Ladder and how you can
use it to help young people in your
church, please contact me.
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is an unmissable opportunity for anyone who
does Christian work with children, including Sunday school, school groups, assemblies
and holiday clubs. Ticket price includes lunch, refreshments and all sessions, including
two workshops. Group discount available: please email seenandheard@psandgs.org.uk
Find out more and stay up-to-date with the latest speakers, sessions and workshops on
the Facebook page.

I recently enjoyed my first visit to the Solas Festival at the
Bield, near Perth, and was delighted to bump into Fischy
Music there. Here’s Suzanne and Margaret leading a
very enthusiastic group of children and their parents in
song. The campsite later was full of the sound of children
singing “Can you build up (We can build up!)” and I saw
several small children wearing their ‘You’re a star’ or
‘Special kind of hero’ Fischy T-shirts with pride! If you’d
like to find out more about working with Fischy Music in
your church or local school, please visit www.fischy.com
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CHILD PROTECTION

“Children and young people are now able to access pornography online
very easily. Whether by
accident – website popups and misleading links,
or because they are actively looking, it's important for us to help young
people understand the
impact porn can have on
them and their relationships.
It is normal for young
people to be curious
about sex and relationships. The internet gives
them a way to access information and get answers to questions they
may feel uncomfortable
about asking their parents.” (NSPCC website)
If you’d like to know more
about keeping children
safe online, visit the
NSPCC website. Another
organisation which does
great work to encourage
healthy relationships
amongst teens is
Romance Academy.

Inspired by the banners designed by children in Chester cathedral, this is an opportunity for anyone under 18 to get
creative and express visually what they would like their Play
Church to say to its visitors. Please encourage children to
enter! Entries to me (via post or email) by 1 September.
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