
There are two opportuni-
ties this year to apply for
financial help with youth
and children’s work in
your church. I have a
small amount of funding
to give away:

You will be asked to ex-
plain what you plan to
use the grant for, and
how this will this help
your work with children
and young people.
Grants are normally
about £50-£100, but may
be more in exceptional
cases. You will need to
detail how much you ex-
pect your project/ activity/
event/ resource to cost.
(A detailed breakdown
would be helpful.)

 There will
be a second round of
pre-Christmas funding
applications with a dead-
line of 15 November.
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YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

� BISHOP JOHN IN SCHOOL
� YOUTH PARTICIPATION - Diocesan Synod

address
� FISCHY MUSIC - making a difference to children
� GLENALMOND 2016 and “Glenbombing”
� GRANTS for youth and children’s work
� TELLING THE STORY - Easter retold in Lego
� COMING UP - Seen and Heard, Solas, The Tent

http://edinburgh.anglican.org/what_we_do/ministry/youth_and_children/resources1/
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BACK TO
SCHOOL

Pupils had clearly thought hard about good ques-
tions to ask. Here are some of the things they wanted
to know about Bishop John:
● Bishop

John replied that if he wasn’t a Bishop, he would
be very happy still being a Rector. If he had another
job altogether, he would like to be very good at
sport!

●
 Bishop John replied that

he probably thought about it, because his father
was also a minister.

Teachers wondered whether the same opportunities
were open to women as well as men in the church,
and what the differences were between the Scottish
Episcopal Church and the Church of Scotland. Pupils
were interested in the crozier, and Bishop John com-
pared notes with a pupil whose father is a sheep
farmer. They agreed that shepherds use their crooks
or big sticks to look after their sheep, to nudge them
in the right direction, and sometimes to give them a
bit of a poke if they’re going astray!



● Following a recent
change to the Canons,
16-year-olds can now
serve on Vestries.

● Churches can offer val-
uable volunteering op-
portunities to teenagers
who are working to-
wards a Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Award.

● One or two teenagers
alone in a church may
be reluctant to get in-
volved. Events such as
“Glenbombings”, which
foster a greater sense of
belonging to a strong
and vibrant group, can
encourage their partici-
pation in the life of their
home church.

ADDRESS TO DIOCESAN SYNOD

 developed for
UNICEF by the sociologist
Roger Hart to examine how
young people and adults in-
teract in differing levels of
participation. The lower
rungs are adult-directed ac-
tivities which require young
people’s attendance; the
highest rungs show empow-
ered young people who are
fully participating and work-
ing in partnership with
adults. I shared a version of
the Participation Ladder (p4)
to help Synod look at how
we as churches encourage
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.
I asked people to
consider which rung
best reflected their
church’s work with
children and young
people. Here’s what I
said:

“It is really important
to say that this is not a
stick to beat your-
selves with, but a lad-
der to climb: wherever
your church is on the
ladder, the question to
ask yourselves is: how
can we take the next
step up? In particular,
what are the obstacles
that prevent young
people participating in

the life of the church?
And what opportunities
could your church create
for encouraging youth
participation? For exam-
ple:
● Consider who the gate-

keepers are in your
church: who draws up
the rotas for reading, or
leading intercessions -
do they invite young
people’s participation?

● What might happen if
you invited young peo-
ple to plan a church
fundraiser?

● Let’s be honest - some-
times the obstacles are
teenagers themselves
who shrug and say

‘Meh’, because our
current offer doesn’t
inspire them. How
can you find out what
they would like to be
involved in?

● Have you tried asking
your children and
young people what
they would like? Try
these two questions:
‘What would you like
our church to do for
you?’ and ‘What
would you like to do
for our church?’ ”

I invited everyone to
discuss these obstacles
and opportunities for
youth participation.
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GETTING IT RIGHT...
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,
At Glen ‘15 we created a supersize Par-

ticipation Ladder by laying rungs of rainbow
colours down the aisle of the chapel at Glen-
almond. During the week’s opening worship,
we shared the ladder explanation (p4) with
delegates and asked them: In your home
churches, how involved, informed and con-
sulted do you feel? How empowered do you
feel to participate in the life of the church? We
invited them to stand on the relevant rung of
the ladder. Below is the result (the delegates
are all standing).

Then, at the end of the week, during our clos-
ing worship, we asked how they felt about their
participation at Glenalmond. How involved, in-
formed and empowered did they feel? Above is
the result – and there was not enough room at
the top of the ladder!

Just look at all those shining faces… This is the
reward - for them and us - when we empower
young people and invite them to participate fully
in the life of the Church. Isn’t this something
worth aiming for in our own churches?

http://edinburgh.anglican.org/media/resources/Participation_ladder.pdf


across the UK but we also provide
resources that are suitable for use
in worship and RE settings.

We have a team of skilled musi-
cians who have been trained in us-
ing music to support children’s
emotional wellbeing as well as an
office-based administration staff.
The Board comprises of six experi-
enced senior professionals.

How to support our work with
children
Some people give £5 each month,
others give more. However much
you are able to give will make a
huge difference. You can give in
several ways:
● Send us a cheque
● Send us a CAF cheque or pay

through your Stewardship ac-
count

● Make a BACS payment (account
00616990 sort code: 831910)

● Make a Paypal payment
● Set up a Standing Order with your

Bank
Email info@fischy.com for further
information or visit www.fischy.com”

Here is an appeal from Edin-
burgh-based Fischy Music who,
since being established in 1998,
have worked with over 250,000
children.

“Fischy Music is an enterprising
and innovative charity. We work
directly with up to 20,000 children
each year, and our resources are
used in thousands of schools and
churches across the UK and be-
yond. We emphasise the unique-
ness, creativity and worth of every
child and our songs are full of
hope and humour.

Our charity has its roots in the
Christian Faith but our Health and
Wellbeing songs and resources
are inclusive and appropriate for
all children regardless of outlook
on life or religious belief. We work
primarily in Primary schools
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THE RESULTS

“The wonderful Fischy Mu-
sic resources are used at
our weekly assemblies giv-
ing all our children the op-
portunity to move and sing
in order to help express
themselves and know that
they are not alone”.
Alexandria Parade Primary
School

“Fischy Music has trans-
formed our Collective Wor-
ship and enhanced our
Christian ethos tremen-
dously. Our singing has
gone from barely anyone
taking part to a fantastic,
lively, enthusiastic atmos-
phere which is buzzing!”
Mandy, Teacher

“In his P7 year 'Tom' came
to stay with us because he
was not coping with the res-
idential unit he was put in
when he was taken into
care.  After 6 weeks, he was
sent home, assaulted by his
father and ended up in a se-
cure unit. He's been in se-
cure accommodation ever
since. He is now 14 and
phones me from time to
time. On Saturday he
phoned to tell me that he'd
been looking in cupboards
in the unit and found Fischy
Music CDs. He got to take
them to his room and he
said, 'they were pure bril-
liant - the same ones we
used to sing – I played them
in my room and sang along'.
He began singing down the
phone to me and then came
a magic moment.  He said,
'THEY MADE ME FEEL
REALLY HAPPY LIKE THEY
USED TO’ ”.
Sheila, Headteacher

SUPPORTING THE EMOTIONAL, SOCIAL AND SPIRITUAL LIVES OF CHILDREN

http://www.fischy.com/
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An unmissable opportunity for anyone who
does Christian work with children, including
Sunday school, school groups, assemblies
and holiday clubs. Ticket price includes
lunch, refreshments and all sessions, in-
cluding two workshops. Group discount
available: please email
seenandheard@psandgs.org.uk
Find out more and stay up-to-date with the
latest speakers, sessions and workshops on
the Facebook page.
Watch the new promo here!

COMING UP...

The Tent will bring together local churches to serve the
community for a week with activities varying from a Family
Fun Day with bouncy castles to a holiday club, workshops
and a ceilidh. Organisers would love to give teenagers the
opportunity to learn more about mission and to be involved
in leading and organising this week. They could even plan
a similar week in their own church. For more information
email: mariekeklaasse@gmail.com or
thetentedinburgh@gmail.com

“Solas Festival aims to create a generous, hospi-
table space in Scotland where the arts can be per-
formed and enjoyed by all. Our programme also
makes space for challenging debate with activists,
writers and thinkers from across the political, cul-
tural and religious spectrum.”

https://www.facebook.com/seenandheardnetwork/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF5n2TZE_Hc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/seen-and-heard-conference-tickets-20779470957
http://www.thetent.eu/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-sexualisation-of-culture-a-biblical-response-tickets-21078528446?aff=efbnreg
http://www.solasfestival.co.uk/festival-info/tickets/
http://www.solasfestival.co.uk/festival-info/tickets/
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“Take and eat; this is my body.”

“Are you the king of the Jews?”

“Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”



Diocesan Youth & Children Officer: Claire Benton-Evans

Facebook page: Edinburgh Diocese Youth and Children
Twitter: @EdinDioYouth

Email: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Direct line: 0131 346 9081 Mobile: 0747 372 8148
Office: 21a Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL

“Make the tomb as secure as you know how.”

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

“He is not
here;

just as he
said. Come
and see the
place where
he lay.”
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 GLENBOMBING

St Mark’s Portobello
has invited Glen del-
egates and friends to
gather together for
worship, fun and
food. This “Glen-
bombing” will feature
worship devised and
led by young people
themselves, and all
are welcome to
come and join the
celebration! The
service begins at
10.30am. For more
information, contact
me or check the Ed-
inburgh Diocese
Youth and Children
Facebook page.

It’s that time again! Please tell teenagers in your church.
The total cost of the Week is subsidised by the Scottish
Episcopal Church: a suggested contribution is from
each person and from their Vestry. Full payment
should be made by Wednesday 1st June.  If there is a
group of delegates coming from your church, and you
would like to pay the Vestry contribution all together,
please get in touch with Rev Tembu Rongong:
rector@stpj.org.uk Application forms available here.

http://edinburgh.anglican.org/media/resources/glen16form.pdf

