ADVENTURES IN FAITH
NEWSLETTER June 2016
Learning and Development in the Diocese of Edinburgh for June to September 2016

Adventures in Faith exists to:

Diocese of
Edinburgh

● Encourage spiritual development and discipleship across the Diocese of Edinburgh
● Support congregations in their own learning programmes, networking to share resources
and good practice
● Offer three events per term and publish a quarterly newsletter of various other learning
opportunities in all regions of the Diocese
● Be an access point for Spiritual Direction and Pastoral Supervision for all interested people

Adventures in Faith Summer OPEN Events
Adventures in Faith wishes to strengthen connections
with Lay Reps, Peoples’ Wardens and anyone else
who would like to champion adult learning within your
own church. If this is you, come along to:
● A short presentation on Adventures in Faith
● News on Mission and Learning in the Diocese
● A chance to share your hopes and ideas
● Meet other Lay Reps / Peoples’ Wardens
● Find out how you can be an area link
Tea and cake in the Diocesan Office
Thursday 28 July 7.30 - 9pm
or Thursday 4 August 3 - 4.30pm
Do let us know if you hope to come along
adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org
0131 346 9081 or 07398 954011

Quiet Day: The Summer Day
Saturday 25 June 10 - 4pm
Emmaus House, 14 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh
What does summer have to teach us? A season of
growth and fruitfulness, of holidays and re-creation. But
perhaps we worry we are not being fruitful enough, and
being on holiday can feel as busy as being at home. This
day offers a chance to take time out and
contemplate the summer, to think about
growth and rest and how to cultivate more of
both in our lives. There will be a mixture of
guided reflection and individual quiet time, and
an opportunity to be outdoors, weather
permitting.
£25/15 Lunch, coffee and cake are provided.
To book a place contact Susan Mansfield
07803 620038 wordsmansfield@gmail.com

Whitchester Christian Guest House, Hawick

Art and Spirituality Course

Open Days: 11 - 4pm 14 June, 12 July, 20 September

Thursdays 9.30 - 4.30pm beginning September

Our open days have been a slowly growing success,
and we are enjoying seeing more people from the
local area come and taste the hospitality
Whitchester offers. As well as enjoying the house,
grounds, a light lunch and refreshments free of
charge, we are inviting those who attend to use the
space for their own personal retreat if they would
like to. We also invite those attending to join us at
3.30pm to pray for the Borders region.
Also individual and group
retreats, and ‘breathing
space’ for clergy.
www.whitchester.org.uk 01450 377 477

This course will explore the
intersection of the material and the
spiritual in visual art. Lectures to
inform and stimulate practical work
will be given at the beginning of
each day, along with regular group
discussion and seminars. The course will also draw on
music, poetry, everyday objects and the natural world
as a resource to stimulate creativity and reflection.
Inspiration will be taken from a wide range of artists.
Tutor: Carol Marples
www.leithschoolofart.co.uk/courses
Leith School of Art 0131 554 5761
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Nitekirk A space for peace
One evening each month,
Nitekirk provides a creative,
drop-in experience of church.
This ministry, rooted in
Greyfriars Kirk and supported
by its local ecumenical
partners, seeks to create a
welcoming sacred space for
all. A place for stillness, a pause on your journey,
an open door.
Usually held on the first Sunday of each month
Drop in between 5pm and 8pm
5 June and 3 July
7 and 28 August for Festival Nitekirk
There is no Nitekirk in September
www.nitekirk.org 0131 225 1900

Matthew’s Gospel
CPD event for clergy and worship leaders
Wednesday 21 September 12 - 5.30pm
At New College, University of Edinburgh
The event features talks on ‘New Developments in
Matthew Scholarship' by Prof Paul Foster and ‘The
Massacre of the Innocents in New Perspectives’ by
Prof Jolyon Mitchell. Two optional talks will focus
on ‘Ethics in Matthew’, led by Prof Larry Hurtado,
and ‘The Old Testament in Matthew’s Gospel’, led
by Dr Alison Jack.
There will be a charge of £10 per person to cover
lunch and refreshments, including tea/coffee and a
closing glass of wine.
To register interest in this event, please contact
Dr Alison Jack a.jack@ed.ac.uk 0131 650 8944

Growth in Prayer and Reflective Living
Apply now for Wednesday evenings 7 - 9.30pm October 2016 to April 2017
This course aims to help participants develop and deepen their experience of prayer
and live more reflectively. It offers opportunity to explore faith, discover meaning
and come to a deeper, closer relationship with God. In doing so, it provides space to
examine hopes and desires and to move towards the fullness of life we long for in
ourselves, in those around us and in the global community to which we all belong.
The course is intended for those of different denominations and none. No particular
ability in prayer is required, only a desire for God. Exploring different ways of praying
taken from Ignatian, Celtic and other spiritual traditions; Awareness of our different perceptions of God; The use
of a journal and the value of self-awareness as aids to reflective living; Prayer experienced through music, art and
movement; Discover a way of making prayerful choices in tune with God’s hopes and desires for the world.
The course will take place in the Lauriston Jesuit Centre, 28 Lauriston Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9DJ
£340 Bursaries available Full flier and booking: 07557104380 sharon.laidlaw@btinternet.com

Walking with Open Eyes

Just Festival

A series of day walks exploring ‘Pilgrimage’
continues:

5 - 28 August
St John’s Church, Edinburgh

Saturday 20 August: The (Holy?) Wells of
Edinburgh. There are many wells and springs in
Edinburgh, some of which were places of
Pilgrimage in medieval times.
Saturday 15 October: In the Footsteps of St
Margaret of Scotland. From South Queensferry
to Dunfermline Abbey, using part of the Fife
Coastal Path on the way.
Led by Willie Shaw, Interim Locum Priest at
Grangemouth and Bo'ness and accredited
Summer Mountain Leader
Contact Willie 07749 256547
willieshaw@virginmedia.com
No charge for the walks

Just Festival aims to challenge perceptions, celebrate
difference and promote respectful dialogue. The
conversations, talks, exhibitions and performances which
constitute Just’s annual programme are designed to
engage with topical local, national and international
questions of social justice, equality and identity.
The 2016 festival will be held under the theme of From the
Edge. We want to challenge our audiences to engage with
the experiences and ideas of people who are commonly
perceived to sit at the edge of our communities and
societies; those who find themselves socially or politically
marginalised, or perhaps the boundary-pushers at the very
edge of their disciplines, challenging the way we think
about science, society, faith and the arts. Collect a
programme from St Johns’s or visit www.just-festival.org
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Completing the Canon
Following Dr Anja Kein’s theology presentation on The Psalms in May there will be two
more events to complete the ‘Canon’ series at the Trinity Centre, Haddington 2pm - 4pm
Saturday 10 September Prophets: From Doom to Salvation The prophets of Israel as we
encounter them in the Hebrew Bible are the distinctive representatives of Hebrew
Religion. In looking back at the past, analysing the present and predicting the future, they
bear witness to the history of the God of Israel and his people. The prophets, as mediators between God and the
people, played an important role all over the Ancient Near East. However, only the Hebrew prophets come in books
that reflect on the relationship between God and his people. We will focus on the emergence of Hebrew prophets
and the theological history of Israel that can be glimpsed in their writings.
Saturday 14 January 2017 The Pentateuch: The Torah of Moses - Composition and Theology of the Pentateuch.
More details to follow in next newsletter. These afternoons will cover recent developments in scholarship, theological
key features and work on some texts that are used frequently in Church.
With Dr Anja Klein, Chancellor's Fellow in Biblical Studies (Hebrew Bible), School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh
All welcome to one or more events No booking required for either event, £5 on the door

Modern Mystics
7pm each day from Monday 18 to Friday 22 July

Training for Learning and Service
Getting to Grips With the Bible
Exploring the Bible and what it
might mean for us today. Six
conversations in a relaxed setting,
for anyone interested, not
assuming biblical expertise.

Summer talks at Lauriston Jesuit Centre in
conjunction with Edinburgh Living Theology. A
different mystic each evening in this order: Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Edith Stein, Dorothy Day, Thomas
Merton, John XXIII.
Brendan Comerford SJ joined the Jesuits in 1980. He
studied in Dublin, Rome and Boston, specialising in
the History of Spirituality. Most recently he lectured
in the Milltown Institute in Christian Spirituality
2006-2014. He is in much demand as a lecturer and
retreat giver.
Admission by donation at Lauriston Jesuit Centre, 28
Lauriston Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9DJ
For information about the new format for
‘Edinburgh Living Theology’ contact
James Crampsey SJ 0131 477 5788
jcrampsey@lauriston.org.uk

Involving a little home study,
participation in a weekly group
(Thursdays 7 - 9pm) plus one Saturday gathering (10 3.30pm) during September and October.
All meetings are facilitated by Trevor Jamison (Eco
Congregation Scotland) and Nicola Robinson (Augustine
United Church) and take place at Augustine United
Church, 41-43 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1EL
The deadline for registration is 20 June
If you would like to find out more, or would like to
register, please email: nicola.a.robinson1@gmail.com
or phone Trevor on 0131 667 1788

Training in Spiritual Conversation
Thursday evenings 7 - 9.30pm, two weekends and a Saturday
Oct 2016 - May 2017 at Sacred Heart Church, Lauriston Street, Edinburgh
There is increasing interest in the spiritual journey and how it relates to living faithfully in today’s world. This speaks
of a need for people skilled in spiritual conversation, living out this ministry in a variety of ways. This course is a
training programme for accompanying others on their inner journey, alongside continuing self-development. For
some, this course may lead on to training in spiritual direction. Applicants should have completed ‘Growth in Prayer
and Reflective Living’ or a comparable course. Consideration may be given to applicants with equivalent experience
which includes knowledge of different ways of praying and the Ignatian tradition.
Applications by 24 August. For more information and booking form:
www.epiphanygroup.org.uk/spiritual_conversation.htm or Cath McManus 01250 872 360
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GLEN 2016 : Out of This World – Living the Christian Life
24 - 30 July at Glenalmond College, Perthshire
The annual Youth Week offers teenagers from all over the Scottish Episcopal
Church a unique opportunity to get together for full-on fun and fellowship.
More information: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
www.facebook.com/secpyc

RESOURCES

ADVANCE NOTICES

Faith in Older People
An article, 'Dementia Friendly Faith Communities' is now
available from FIOP on 0131 346 7981 or via
www.faithinolderpeople.org.uk/Home/dementia.php

More information in next newsletter

Retreats
Looking for ‘time apart’ this summer? Try browsing
www.retreats.org.uk
VOLUNTEERS
Adventures in Faith wishes to
build a database of people who
can help with running adult
learning events. The commitment
would ideally be two or three
times per year but it could be more or less. We
endeavour to rotate events around the Diocese,
therefore help is welcome in the Borders, Falkirk,
East/West Lothian as well as Edinburgh. We are looking
for help with any of the following:
● Working a sound system
● Setting out and serving refreshments
● Providing home baking
● Setting up a screen and projector for PowerPoint
● Setting out chairs and tidying away
● Welcoming folk and taking payment on the door
● Keeping an eye on Social Media advertising
In return you would receive:
● First news about events
● Choice of which events you wish to help with
● A complementary place for any dates you are
volunteering at, plus agreed travel costs
● Involvement in an expanding part of Diocesan
life
For more information please contact Elizabeth White by
phone, letter or email using the contacts below.

Back to the Beginning - Tuning in
with Creation using the Genesis
Meditations of Neil Douglas-Klotz
Facilitated by Jenny Williams and
Sarah Bonner-Morgan with live
musicians at the Salisbury Centre in
Edinburgh, Friday 30 September,
Saturday 1 October, Sunday 2
October jennywilliams@gmx.co.uk
0131 447 0050

image: Cathy Mills

Mission Study Day
Organised by Borders Diocesan Area Council
Saturday 8 October (date TBC) at St Peter’s
Galashiels. Open to all in the Diocese, come and join
us via the new Borders railway!
Faith in Older People Conference
Wednesday 23 November 10 - 4pm
Roxburghe Hotel, Edinburgh. Faith in Older People
and MHA joint conference: Ageing with meaning,
encompassing inclusion, spirituality, adaptation and
faith. Keynote speaker: Professor Elizabeth
Mackinlay, Australia. Tel 0131 346 7981
John Duns Scotus Festival 2016
Marking the 750th anniversary of his birth
Various dates, September, October and November in
Duns, Borders www.dunsscotus2016.com
enquires@dunsscotus2016.com 01361 883434

If you would like to receive Adventures in
Faith email updates, please contact us
using the details below

The Adventures in Faith Newsletter is published quarterly. If you are planning an event during Autumn 2016 which
you would like to advertise in the SEPTEMBER edition, please send to adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org

Submission deadline is 1 August, for publication at the beginning of September 2016
Adventures in Faith, Diocese of Edinburgh, 21a Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh, EH12 5EL
Email: adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org Tel: 0131 346 9081 or 07398 954 011
www.edinburgh.anglican.org

