ADVENTURES IN FAITH
Programme Summer 2017
Learning and Development in the Diocese of Edinburgh for June to September 2017
Adventures in Faith exists to:

Diocese of
Edinburgh

●
●
●
●

Be a hub of information, enabling and support for adult learning across the Diocese of Edinburgh
Encourage congregations in their discipleship programmes, sharing resources and good practice
Publish a quarterly programme of learning opportunities from across the Diocese
Be an access point for Spiritual Direction and Pastoral Supervision for all interested people

Growing Together
Have you heard about this exciting adventure? Growing Together is a journey we are all embarking on in the Diocese
of Edinburgh to explore and articulate what God is calling us to be and do, at this time for this generation. As church
communities we aspire to be faithful followers of Christ in our worship, service and witness and so, with constant
change all around, this is an opportune time to discern our vision and key priorities to give a clearer focus for the
days ahead. Our hope is that this process of Growing Together will help us all develop stronger relationships, deeper
faith, confident witness, wise stewardship and effective resources.
Every member of our diocese is invited to join in this journey. Bishop John will be
travelling the diocese and we would love you to come with others to one of the four
Roadshows. Come and contribute to the discernment of our vision and priorities. We want
to reflect together on the adventure so far and listen to your local stories about what is
working well in your church. We will spend time in worship and prayer, discussion and
lunch. These events will be interactive, fun and inspiring as we discover and celebrate
what God is doing amongst us.
Four different Roadshow locations across the diocese, choose a venue and date to suit:
● St Catharine’s Church Bo'ness, Saturday 27 May 10.30 - 2.30pm
● St Peter’s Church Galashiels, Saturday 24 June 10.30 - 3.00pm
● Trinity Centre Haddington, Saturday 1 July 10.30 - 2.30pm
● St Peter’s, Lutton Place, Edinburgh, Saturday 2 Sept 10.30 - 2.30pm
Bookings are via growingtogether@dioceseofedinburgh.org 0131 538 7033, or book free of charge for a specific
event via Brown Paper Tickets using one of the following weblinks:
www.growingtogetherboness.brownpapertickets.com
www.growingtogethergalashiels.brownpapertickets.com
www.growingtogetherhaddington.brownpapertickets.com www.growingtogetheredinburgh.brownpapertickets.com

St Columba’s by the Castle Lecture
The Meeting of Sun and Moon: Brigid as Sister of
Columba
Friday 9 June 7.30pm with John Philip Newell
A Columba-tide lecture celebrating St Brigid as a face of
the sacred feminine and icon of
extravagant compassion. Raising funds
for Edinburgh University Chaplaincy’s
Sanctuary Walk on 3 and 4 June.
www.ed.ac.uk/chaplaincy/sanctuarywalk-for-refugees
www.facebook.com/SanctuaryWalkEd

CPD Day for Ministers and Worship Leaders
Wednesday 20 September 12.30 - 5pm
Rainy Hall, New College, Edinburgh

Exploring issues raised by
the readings for Lectionary
in Year B. Topics include
current scholarship on the
Gospel of John and Advent
themes in the Hebrew Bible. Lunch and tea and
coffee will be included in the price, which is £12.
Registration is required:
http://bit.ly/BiblicalResources 0131 650 8959

Into Silence
Fridays 1.30 - 3pm at Christ Church Centre, Holy Corner, Edinburgh
23 June, 21 July, 25 August, 29 September
A newly started Adventures in Faith group of around 15 people continues monthly. Come
occasionally or regularly. Offering guided introduction, stillness and 30 minutes of silent
prayer. Led by spiritual director and counsellor Mollie Paterson. Just come along, donations
of around £5 on the day. Enquiries to 0131 346 9081 adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org

The River Walk
Sunday 18 June* Afternoon
A reflective walk in the city inspired by the writing of Margaret Silf. The River Walk is an invitation to reflect on
our faith journey by walking with reflective materials along the path by the Water of Leith in Edinburgh. By still
waters, and occasional rapids, we are invited to connect once again with the living water which flows in and
through us.
The walk starts from the Water of Leith Visitor Centre (24 Lanark Road, Edinburgh), please register with us there
between 1pm and 3pm and collect your material. Walk at your own pace, alone or with friends, with reflective
material provided in a printed booklet and audio guide. The River Walk is inspired by Margaret Silf's river
reflections, and developed by Susan Mansfield, creator of the Passion Walk. In the evening, please join us for...

An Evening with Margaret Silf
Sunday 18 June 7.30pm, St James Church, Goldenacre, Edinburgh
Join the acclaimed writer and speaker on Christian spirituality for talk of rivers and journeys and much more.
For more information or to book, email reflectivewalks@gmail.com or call 07879 014344. The Walk costs £7, the
evening event £5, or pay £10 for both. Booking is essential, we cannot guarantee to have enough material for
walkers who have not booked. *Please note the date of Sunday 18 June; earlier publicity gave the date as Saturday 17
June but we have had to change this to avoid clashing with a major fundraising walk on the same path!

Ways of Praying
Sundays 4, 11, 18 and 25 June
5 - 6.30pm Augustine United Church,
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh
Have you ever considered that there might be a wide
variety of prayer methods? This course draws on
Christian traditions and Eastern Spirituality.
Week 1: Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina (Benedictine)
Week 2: Imaginative Contemplation (Jesuit)
Week 3: Daily Examen (Jesuit)
Week 4: Music and Mandala (Eastern Spirituality)
To find our more or to register
please contact
Dr Nicola Robinson
nicola.a.robinson1@gmail.com
0131 220 1677

More Than Meets the Eye: Symbol and
Allegory in Western Art
Thursdays continuing 1, 15, 22 June 2 - 4pm
Royal Overseas League, 100 Princes Street,
Edinburgh
The ever-popular lecture series by Canon Anne
Dyer. Understanding a painting often involves
paying attention to the small details. Through the
centuries artists have used, and then reinterpreted,
a language of symbol and allegory to add depth to
the meaning of pictures. These lectures examine
some of the most common symbols used in western
art, many from the Christian tradition, as well as
some of the stories that were used allegorically to
explore real world issues at the time the paintings
were produced. This series started on 25 May but
can be standalone lectures. £10 per session. Please
email adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org or
07398 954 011 to book.

Church Gardens
St.Mark's Portobello, St.Columba's-by-the-Castle and the Church of the Good
Shepherd, Murrayfield are incorporating their gardens into their church-life and
opening them to the public as part of their mission. Gardens are often liminal
places for people, a place to seek and find consolation, even if you don't ‘attend’
church. Following some networking through the Adventures in Faith newsletter,
we met to share experiences such as security issues, signage, the Quiet Garden
Movement and the additional value of art. St. Mark's and the Good Shepherd make artistic changes to the garden
through the year, such as exhibitions in August and Lenten Stations of the Cross. Both St.Mark's Portobello and the
Good Shepherd find their gardens helpful in developing links with their local community.
St.Columba's-by-the-Castle and The Church of the Good Shepherd are affiliating to the Quiet Garden Movement, a
network of 300 quiet gardens both in UK and globally. St. Columba's opened its gate on Sunday April 30 with
enthusiastic sprinkling of holy water - much needed in this dry spring! During the actual opening, Carlotta and
Andreas, visiting from Italy, saw the sign, came in and performed the ceremonial opening of the gate. Local office and
shop-workers as well as tourists may well find a welcome refuge in this haven just off the Royal Mile. The informal
StC's@6 service on June 25 will celebrate the gifts of a garden in midsummer in prayer and praise, before it once
more becomes a temporary cafe and ticket-office for the Fringe. Jenny Paton-Williams

Who Has Your Back
Fridays 7.15 - 9.15pm 28 July, 25 August, 29 September, 27 October
St Philips Church, Canonmills, Edinburgh
A soulful, reflective practice group for people looking for support in a variety of work roles.
What gets you out of bed in the morning? What keeps you going at work? What is draining
and what’s going well? Who or What ‘has your back’?
Using a mixture of conversation and creative approaches here is an opportunity to
re-energise vision for work, find help with tricky encounters and refresh courage and
compassion towards both yourself and those with whom you work. Open to people from a variety of backgrounds
e.g. NHS/social workers, teachers, alternative therapists, charity workers, clergy, volunteers, anyone in ‘people roles’
or organisations. We will create the space between us using images, objects, action and ‘soulful seeing’ to go in
search of focus, support, and re-equipping.
Group of 3 to 6 people. £30 per session with a commitment across these 4 dates, then the choice to stay or leave
with new folk joining as space allows for another block of 4. Early bird rate £110 for 4 sessions if paid in full by 30
June. To aid the group process you are greatly encouraged to come to all dates. If you know at the time of booking
that you need to miss one date you will not be charged for this, thereafter the commitment of £30 is to all dates.
Further information 0131 552 4102 or reflectivespaces@yahoo.co.uk
Other dates and groups may be available, please enquire www.reflectivespaces.org.uk

Sunday Introductions
St Mary’s Cathedral, Palmerston
Place, Edinburgh
Saturday 17 June 2 - 5pm
St Columba's by the Castle, Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh
"Hello"; "My name is ..."; "How can I help?"; "Would you
like a drink?"
With churches offering support and help to refugees and
others, in an increasingly diverse city, this is an
opportunity to learn some basic conversational Arabic to
help make people welcome and feel at home.
The event is free, to book a place please contact
d.patonwilliams@gmail.com 0131 622 2277
(In collaboration with Edinburgh University's
Alwaleed Centre)

All are invited to a continuing
series of talks, on Sundays in
front of the High Altar 12noon 12.45pm
18 June (NB change of date): Helen Hood TSSF: An
Introduction to Franciscan Spirituality
3 September: Revd Annie Naish, Bishop’s Enabler of
Mission: An Introduction to Mission in 21st Century
Scotland
22 October: Revd Andrew Bain: An Introduction to
Benedictine Spirituality
Further information faithandgrowth@gmail.com or
phone the Cathedral Office 0131 225 6293

Soil and Soul Edinburgh
We are a group of people
who are practising
outdoor worship all year
round following the celtic wheel of the year. We want
to reconnect with nature and a more natural cycle of
life, to care for our planet and each other. We have a
Celtic Christian approach and follow forest church
principles. We meet every few weeks to walk together,
rediscover our place within nature and the seasons and
find an outworking of our (broadly but not exclusively)
Christian spirituality in ritual, developing community
and in learning about and protecting our environment.
Our gatherings are family and dog friendly.

Saints and Stories
11 June 1 - 3pm
Cramond Shore and Beach
Join with us for a walk along the shore and to share
stories of Scottish saints. Lou Davis will be leading this
walk and will have some stories of the Celtic saints to
share with you and do please bring along your own
story - tell us about your favourite Scottish saint, alive
or dead, historical or mythical! Tell us about your
saintly gran, your favourite teacher, your political hero
or sporting legend. Remember to tell us why you think
they're a saint! We'll be walking a short way down the
beach and back and stopping for some small rituals and
storytimes. We'll head back to the cafe for 3pm. Meet
outside the Boardwalk Beach Club (or join us early from 12:15 - for a bite of lunch)

Allotment Visit
16 July 1 - 3pm
Saughton Mains Allotments
Soil and Soul has been invited to Saughton Mains
allotments so that us city folks without gardens can get
the chance to get up close and personal with the soil
and the abundance of life that grows from it. We'll be
helping our allotment owner with harvesting and
caring for this small patch of earth and giving thanks
for the whole ecosystem of which we're a part. There
will be practical tasks to do, games to play and small
rituals to help us reflect. We'll meet on Gorgie Road by
the water of leith path (opposite PureGym) and walk
down the path to the allotments. Please bring a flask of
tea and maybe some snacks to share. This is a family
friendly event, dogs are welcome but should be kept
on a lead in the allotments.
Find more information on future walks and events:
07905 121 733 www.soilandsoul.uk, and on Facebook
www.facebook.com/soilandsouledinburgh
Email Lou Davis loudavis@edinburghdreams.com
Edinburgh Dreams is a Venture FX project of the
Methodist Church

ADVANCE Notices: Dates for your Diary
Diocesan Conference
Saturday 28 October, St Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh
‘Being Re-Formed’, a day to celebrate the 500th
anniversary of Martin Luther.

Mission Shaped Intro
Six Monday Evenings, Venue TBC
30 October, 6, 13, 20, 27 November and 4 December
Our world and our lives change at an ever faster pace,
but how does the church respond to this change? Are
new ways of being church possible? If so, what might
they look like? ‘Mission Shaped Intro’ will help you to
explore the challenges of mission today and
re-imagine forms of church that are needed for the
21st century. Using video, group discussion, humour
and inspiring stories, this course is a creative way to
discover how we can reconnect with the communities
God is calling us to serve.
Facilitated by Revd Annie Naish. More details in the
next Adventures in Faith newsletter.

Clergy Retreat
21 - 24 November
The Imagination as a Resource for Faith
With John Bell at Whitchester Guest House, Hawick
John is a preacher, hymnwriter,
lecturer and broadcaster. He is an
ordained minister of the Church of
Scotland and a member of the
Iona Community. £165. If you
would like to book a place please
contact Ruth Innes 0131 622 1692
or ruth@ruthinnes.me.uk
This retreat has limited places so please book early.
If we have spaces available by 1 July we will open it up
to laity from the diocese.
To receive Adventures in Faith emails,
please contact us. For more regular
updates and Diocesan news ‘Like’ us on
www.facebook.com/DioceseEdinburgh
The Adventures in Faith programme is
published quarterly. Next submission
deadline is 1 August for publication at
the beginning of September 2017.
Elizabeth White, Adventures in Faith
Coordinator, Diocese of Edinburgh, 21A Grosvenor
Crescent, Edinburgh, EH12 5EL
adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org
0131 346 9081 or 07398 954 011
www.edinburgh.anglican.org

