
Play Church has visited
St James the Less
Penicuik & St Mungo’s
West Linton for Advent,
Christmas and Epipha-
ny, and is now at Christ
Church Morningside
for Lent and Easter.
Please contact me if
you would like to host
Play Church next year!
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YOUTH &
CHILDREN NEWS

� YOUTH & CHILDREN’S GRANTS - how charges
benefited in 2017
� 2018 THE YEAR OF YOUNG PEOPLE
� PISKY YOUTH - Provincial youth sleepover in Perth
� HOME FOR GOOD - helping churches to be

nurturing places for adopted and fostered children
� REFRESHED - training for Sunday school leaders
� GLENALMOND 2018 - booking now open!



Diocesan Youth & Children Officer: Claire Benton-Evans

Facebook page: Edinburgh Diocese Youth and Children
Twitter: @EdinDioYouth

Email: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Direct line: 0131 346 9081 Mobile: 0747 372 8148
Office: 21a Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL

St John’s Sunday School says:
“Thanks once again for the
grant - it made a huge differ-
ence being able to get some
proper materials together. Both
the craft workshop and the
Christingle were really wonder-
ful events.”

A youth weekend
away at Lendrick
Muir for young
people from St
Mungo’s Balerno

DIDDY
DISCIPLES

This is a really exciting
new Lectionary-based
resource which I can defi-
nitely recommend for
churches working with
babies and toddlers. It
can be used on a Sunday
morning, or as outreach
in a mid-week group.

 uses
songs, actions, repetition,
movement - all the things
small children love! Writ-
ten by a priest and theo-
logian who is also a mum
with small children, it is
thoroughly road-tested
and comes highly recom-
mended: you can find out
much more about it on
the Diddy Disciples web-
site, or buy the book
here.

If you would like to expe-
rience a Diddy Disciples
session, please get in
touch about my Sunday
School training event.

https://www.lendrickmuir.org.uk/
https://www.diddydisciples.org/
https://www.diddydisciples.org/
https://www.diddydisciples.org/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Diddy-Disciples-September-Storytelling-Resources/dp/0281074356/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1519303526&sr=8-2&keywords=diddy+disciples
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“We did something
different for Christ-
mas in Jedburgh. As
well as our beautiful
traditional services,
we decided to build
on our growing com-
bined churches
Messy Church minis-
try with a combined
Messy Christmas in
the Jedburgh Town
Hall. Folk from St
John’s Episcopal
Church, St Mary’s
Catholic Church and
Old and Trinity
Church of Scotland
decided to work to-
gether to bring
Christmas into the
centre of our Town
with a service aimed
at families of all ages,
particularly those
who might not other-
wise come to a
church service.

A grant of £100
pounds from the Di-
ocesan Youth and
Children Fund,
matched by funds
from the Catholic and
Church of Scotland
communities allowed
us to hire the Town
Hall and all the nec-
essary equipment
and provide a gift of
a beautiful coloured
nativity book for eve-
ry family. The Town

Hall was a great neutral
space and allowed us
to spread out, do lots of
action songs and have
fun telling the Christ-
mas story together. It
was also great to have
a follow on from the
Advent themed Messy
Church we held a few
weeks earlier.

Feedback included one
mum who said ‘

Always energetic 7 year
old, Arthur, said

Great with
dim lights and Silent
Night waving.

One of our teenagers,
Susannah, said

Age was not a barrier
to getting an active
role in our messy na-
tivity!
The response was so
positive we have de-
cided to build on it
with a lively family fo-
cussed Messy Easter.
Watch this space!”

“I went to the panto-
mime with my broth-
er, my Dad and lots of
my friends from St
Peters Church. The
pantomime was
called Camelot.
Some people from
church were even in
the pantomime. I also
saw my teacher from
school, Mrs Hogg,

and my teacher from last
year, Mrs McAlpine, play-
ing parts in the pantomime.
I sat next to my brother,
Euan, and Orin and her
Dad. Rosie, Fearghas and
his brother Lochlan were
there too. My favourite part
was when Laughalot kept
saying ‘help me, help me’.
My brother liked shouting
‘it’s behind you’ every time
the ghost came on stage. It
was very funny and we had
a good time.”

By Gillian Emery
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In the Diocese of Edin-
burgh, the Year of
Young People is about
two things:
and .
Firstly, I want our
churches and our
communications me-
dia to give young peo-
ple

, in
words, pictures, vide-
os and audio files.
Secondly, I want our
churches to

,
using the ladder of
participation (oppo-
site) as a challenge
and guide.

The following pages
explain in more detail
how you - and espe-
cally, your young peo-
ple - can get
involved…

The Ladder of Participation was developed by sociologist Roger Hart
for UNICEF. It is a tool for involving young people and progressing
from tokenism to citizenship. It has been adapted here for use in a
church context, where the ultimate aim is young people’s full participa-
tion in church structures and activities. Such ‘citizenship’ reflects the
kingdom of God, which “belongs to such as these”.
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: Here are
some things you and
your young people
might do:
● Photograph some-

thing your church
does with children
every month this year

● Invite children to take
photos of what their
church family means
to them

● Photograph children’s
engagement with Play
Church

●Give teenagers a vid-
eo camera and invite
them to make a docu-
mentary about your
church or a church
event

● Ask teenagers to take
a church selfie with
the congregation

● Film a church service
from a child’s eye
view and share what
they see (or don’t
see!)

● Film or photograph
young people leading
worship

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/organisation/safeguarding/


THE YEAR OF YOUNG PEOPLE CONT.D
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: the ex-
cerpts opposite will act
as clickable links to the
full text/video/audio file,
so contributions can be
of any length. Here are
some things your chil-
dren and young people
might share:

●Questions for God
●Questions for the

Church
● A prayer
● A song
● Thank you letters (to

God, church leaders,
each other)

● A report on a church
event

●Observations on a
Vestry meeting

● A challenge to the
church or society

● A film or book review
with a God connec-
tion

● A reflection on experi-
ences at Glenalmond,
Soul Survivor or other
youth event

● A reflection on the
experience of a Chris-
tian festival or event
(e.g. Greenbelt, Pow-
erpoint, Spree)
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PROVINCIAL YOUTH SLEEPOVER AT ST JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, PERTH

We enjoyed an evening of
pancake-related fun and
games, followed by a faji-
ta feast. Delegates then
prepared to lead the Serv-
ice of the Word as part of
Sunday’s Eucharist: their
dramatic readings, inter-
active reflection and
thoughtful intercessions
were very well received by
the congregation. Thank
you to James Gardner,
the St Andrew’s Youth
and Children Officer, for
organising a great event,
to the leaders who helped
run it, and to everyone at
St John’s who gave us
such a warm welcome!
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REFRESHED!
SUPPORTING ADOPTED AND FOSTERED CHILDREN

Home for Good raises aware-
ness of the need for foster and
adoptive parents, encourages
families to provide loving
homes for the children in care,
and equips the Church to offer
welcoming communities for
them.

Home for Good recently led a
free training event for church
leaders and youth and chil-
dren’s workers in Edinburgh. It
was an inspiring evening which
confronted us with challenging
statistics: for example, the high
number of homeless people
and prison inmates who experi-
enced the care system as chil-
dren. However, the evening was
all about hope and equipping
churches to help children and
families who are involved with
fostering and adoption. We
learned about the network of
relationships with professional

adults that entangle fostered chil-
dren, and the impact this might
have on them. We learned about
how a child’s fear and anxiety can
trigger disruptive behaviour in our
Sunday Schools, and how we can
be guided by parents and carers
if we ask them: “What helps your
child? What triggers would be
best to avoid?” More widely, as a
whole church, we can ask: “What
would bless your child/you the
most?”

The take-home message for me,
in terms of our work in Sunday
Schools, was: “Focus on building
relationship rather than getting
through the teaching programme.
We need to embody the love and
grace of God in our relationships
with our young people.” If we get
this right in our churches, we
can’t go far wrong.

REFRESH! is a training event
for Sunday School leaders - for
anyone who feels like they’re
winging it, wants to be better
equipped for Sundays, needs
to know more about resources
and wants to be encouraged
and inspired.

Twenty Sunday School leaders
gathered at the Church of the
Good Shepherd recently. To-
gether we explored some key
areas: managing behaviour
(including discussing case
studies); how to integrate your
Sunday School into the whole
church family, and what re-
sources work well. This includ-
ed experiencing a ‘Diddy
Disciples’ session - an exciting
new resource which is well
worth discovering (see more
on p2).

https://www.homeforgood.org.uk/
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 DIARY DATES
 - Godly Play

Circle
Old St Paul’s, 7:30 -
9pm

- Early Bird dis-
count ends for Glenal-
mond

Godly Play
Scotland’s Storyteller &
Door Person Accredited
Training, Telford Manor
House, Moffat

 - Glenalmond
booking deadline

 - Provincial
Youth Week at Glenal-
mond

Booking is now open for the Provincial Youth Week at
Glenalmond. Forms are available from me and are
downloadable from the Provincial website. Book by 2
April for the early bird discount! All S1-S6 welcome.

Got SOMETHING
coming up at your

church?
Advertise it here!

http://www.godlyplayscotland.co.uk/event/storyteller-training-moffat/?v=79cba1185463
http://www.godlyplayscotland.co.uk/event/storyteller-training-moffat/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/organisation/boards-and-committees/mission-board/youth-committee/

