
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
21A Grosvenor Crescent  

Edinburgh EH12 5EL 
office@edinburgh.anglican.org 

0131 538 7033   
Charity Number: SC001214 

The Communicant 

News & Notices for the Diocese of Edinburgh 

2nd May 2018 

 

NOTICES 
 
TREASURERS  

 
BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL PAYMENTS 
 
We are now receiving donations from 
various charges, so any monies not yet 
sent in, would be gratefully received.  If 
you are paying by cheque, just a note 
for you – we have received a few already, made payable to “Bishop’s Lent Appeal” 
“Scottish Episcopal Church” and “SEC Diocese of Edinburgh”.  We can usually get 
away with the last one, but the others are rejected by the bank.  Could you 
therefore kindly make any cheques payable to “Edinburgh Diocesan Synod”?  For 
those wishing to pay by BACS, please use A/c no. 00215170 and Sort code 60-01-
73.  The account name is the same as the cheque payee, above.  Any reference 
that helps us identify it as the Lent Appeal will be fine.  Please also include any Gift 
Aid that you are able to claim, as we cannot do that, once the payments reach 
here. 
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Property Convenors CCTV in churches 
The Churches’ Legislation Advisory Service (CLAS) highlighted a recent decision of the 
Commissary Court of Canterbury concerning a faulty application to install two CCTV cameras 
to enable the church to be left open during the day. The Commissary General, Morag Ellis QC, 
granted the faculty with two conditions: 
- that the installation should ensure that any parts of the church set aside for private prayer 
and so forth are avoided from the scope of the lens and that the cameras should be switched 
off during services; and 
- that there should be a suitable person responsible for the machinery and data held in it, for 
notice to be given of the use of the cameras and of the person to contact in the event of 
complaints or questions. 
CLAS has drawn attention to the issue arising from the Surveillance Camera Code of Practice 
which tries to reconcile the need for security monitoring with the right to privacy but it is 
something that churches that are thinking about installing CCTV systems need to bear in mind. 
Please contact hrb@theheritagealliance.org.uk for further details. 
 
Maintenance Grant  
The National Churches Trust’s Maintenance Grant Programme has been designed to help 
churches, chapels and meeting houses act on small, urgent repairs issues, perhaps identified 
in a recent QIR or condition report. It can awards grants of £500 to £3,000 towards projects 
under £10,000 including VAT. The deadline is 23 May for the next round. 
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/our-grants/maintenance-grants 
 

 
PVG Coordinators 

 
Safeguarding News 
There is a useful video which has just been 
uploaded onto the OSCR website.  Click this 
link to see the video:  
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/video-an-
update-on-safeguarding  

 
  
 
 

 
 
VESTRY 
SECRETARIES 

 
GDPR 
 
You will have received the advice now, from the 
General Synod Office.  Inevitably, this produces extra 
questions, and the GSO will be gradually adding to their dedicated web page 
(https://www.scotland.anglican.org/vestry-resources/general-
information/data-protection/) 
 
We want to try and help as well, so we are gradually compiling an “FAQ” 
section, which will hopefully answer many of the basic questions we all 
have: https://edinburgh.anglican.org/resources/diocesan-vestry-
resources/diocesan-office-resources-vestries/. There are also some useful 
links to pages such as “GDPR for Churches”, which is a very good site. 
 

mailto:hrb@theheritagealliance.org.uk
https://hrballiance.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9215d2d845d06a9c2417f5c88&id=82cb65d546&e=7df162590a
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/video-an-update-on-safeguarding
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/video-an-update-on-safeguarding
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/vestry-resources/general-information/data-protection/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/vestry-resources/general-information/data-protection/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/resources/diocesan-vestry-resources/diocesan-office-resources-vestries/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/resources/diocesan-vestry-resources/diocesan-office-resources-vestries/


AMAZING! INCREDIBLE! WOW! 

What a BIG DAY we had last Saturday with over 500 people gathering at St 

Mary’s Cathedral to celebrate the life of our Diocese. Many people have 

commented how it exceeded all expectations and the atmosphere of joy and 

togetherness created an extraordinary buzz throughout the whole event. 

 

A huge THANK YOU to all those involved with creating, setting up and running 

the fantastic stalls we had all around the building; each one a unique 

demonstration of the community life of the 45 churches represented. So 

much planning and work had gone into the incredible variety of displays and 

activities. Knitting, afternoon tea, plant pot making, incense, lego, pancakes, 

vestments….an abundant witness to the creative Spirit of God working in us 

and through us. THANK YOU for taking part and I hope you enjoyed it all as 

much as I did. 

It was such a delight to celebrate our faith together in a 

joyous Eucharist with young and old praising God and 

rejoicing in God’s love revealed in our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

The theme of hospitality was a thread running throughout 

the day, and another THANK YOU to the Cathedral, the 

Provost, staff and volunteers who welcomed us SO warmly. 

Over in the hall 25+ charities and organisations offered a 

wide range of ideas and resources to support us in our 

mission and inspire us to think differently, whilst 14 different 

workshops gave space for teaching, discussion and 

reflection. THANK YOU to everyone involved in all these things and to the team and stewards who 

helped to make the day such a success. 

Praise God for the life and faith we celebrated together in such a 

Glorious, Fantastic BIG DAY! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Have you heard about the Global Prayer Initiative, THY KINGDOM COME? 

Right across the world churches and individuals are being encouraged to join in with a special season 

of prayer for the 11 days between Ascension Day (next Thursday 10th May) and Pentecost (Sunday 

20th May).  

Ideas and resources for how to join in can be found at  -   https://www.thykingdomcome.global/  

Daily, local topics for prayer on our Diocesan website https://edinburgh.anglican.org/ 

And videos to watch on the SEC website https://www.scotland.anglican.org/ 

Join with our sisters and brothers across the globe in praying for Gods work in God's world. 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/


 
 
 
 
 

 

	

                          VACANCIES 
 

ORGANIST AVAILABLE 

My name is Jonathan Buchan.  I am an organist with over 20 years experience.  I write to 
offer my services as an organist available to play for Funerals, Weddings and evening and 
midweek worship services in Churches within the Diocese.  I can be contacted on email or 
on 0773 277 3270.  
 
I hope I can help you in the future.   Every blessing, 
 
Jonathan Buchan  

CHANGES & APPOINTMENTS 
 
The Revd Lynsay Downs moves to Banchory, Diocese of Aberdeen w.e.f. 29th July 
 
The Revd Jim Benton-Evans moves to Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway in June (date tbc.) 
 
The Revd Canon Fred Tomlinson is retiring at the end of July 
 

DIARY 

Sunday 6th May                                    200th Anniversary Celebrations and Re – Opening , St John the Evanglist,   
                                                                Princes Street at 3.30pm 

Tuesday 8th to Thursday 10th May    Bishop attends the Brechin Clergy Conference  

Sunday 13th May                                  Bishop John – Confirmation at Christ Church, Morningside  

 
PRAYER NOTICE:  From Bishop John – “I’m going to use the Bank Holiday of 7th May to spend my 
time in our Cathedral praying for the Diocese and for St Thomas’s in particular. I plan to be there from 
11am until the end of the Eucharist (which begins at 1:05pm). You are very welcolme to join me , 
either in person or in a place of your choosing. I shall also be in the Diocesan office from 2pm until 
5pm that day for anyone who may wish to talk with me on any matter.” 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

 
Sunday 19th to 25th May           
 

Bishop attends the Church of Scotland General Assembly  
 



 

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

EDINBURGH DIOCESAN SYNOD 

 

Appointment of a Diocesan Treasurer 
 

Applications are invited from candidates for the above post.  A job description is available 
on the Diocesan website here.   

The successful candidate will have a good knowledge of charity accounting requirements 
and experience of financial management. 

Applications from treasurers of charges within the Diocese, or other members of the 
Scottish Episcopal Church, would be welcomed; but so too will applications from persons 
involved in accountancy practices or other relevant backgrounds. 

No salary attaches to the appointment, but in recognition of the time required by the role, an 
honorarium will be paid.   

 

Applicants should write, with their CV, in the first instance to Ian Lawson, Convener of the 
Finance & Management Committee finance@dioceseofedinburgh.org by Saturday 26 May. 

Any enquiries about the post should be sent to the same email address. 

 

https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
mailto:finance@dioceseofedinburgh.org


 
 
 
 
 

 

                                EVENTS  

 



The course is a taught mixed media class that explores different ways of expressing the 
spiritual visually. This will be studied through lectures, practical artwork and reflection. 
The course aims to develop and expand the students visual language, enabling the 

development of the students own personal ideas and approaches. 
Some experience in drawing and painting is required. 

Course fees are £1695.00 and includes all materials.  Payment can be made by 
instalments, and the School operates an assisted places scheme.  The course runs 

one day a week (Thursday) for three terms: 
September 2018 – June 2019 

If you have any questions please contact us on:  Tel: 0131 554 5761, 
Email: Enquiries@LeithSchoolofArt.co.uk or visit our website – 

w w w. L e i t h S c h o o l o f A r t . c o . u k

A R T  &  S P I R I T U A L I T Y

25 North Junction Street, Edinburgh  EH6 6HW  |  0131 554 5761 |enquiries@LeithSchoolofArt.co.uk 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday 22 May - Walking together as women in ministry 

Fifty years to the day from the momentous General Assembly decision of 1968, Moderator designate 
Rev Susan Brown invites all women in ministry (along with friends, family, colleagues - all who want 
to affirm and celebrate equal ministry in the Church)  to walk in procession together, up the Mound 
and into the quad at New College, to be welcomed there for a short time of recollection, 
commemoration and thanksgiving, before proceeding up the stairs and into the Assembly Hall, 
singing as we go. Those who are unable to walk up the hill are invited to gather and meet the 
procession outside the gate at Mound Place.  There will be refreshments, exhibition banners and 
opportunity to chat, for those who are not commissioners or heading to the public gallery. This will 
be a simple, public and dignified procession to honour the pioneer women (and men who supported 
their call) who first walked this way - remembering also those who knocked but were not allowed to 
enter - and to celebrate the manifold gifts and service of women in ordained ministry over 50 years, 
1968 - 2018. 

All welcome - extend the invitation far and wide! Please indicate your interest by registering via this 
eventbrite link. You will then receive further updates and full details, including time of procession 
(likely to be 2 pm, but possibly before the morning session of Assembly that day).  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/womens-ordination-50th-anniversary-walk-tickets-
44756208023?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew
_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text 

 

 

 

Send a 50th Anniversary Card!  

If you can't attend either of these events- and even if you plan to be there - please send a card to 
mark this golden anniversary. You can buy or make one, it can be from individuals, ministers, groups, 
congregations...and feel free to add messages, tributes, stories, poems, prayers, words of 
thanksgiving...whatever you think is a good way to mark the occasion. We would love to gather 
cards from all over Scotland and beyond. Send your card to Ministries Council, 121 George Stree, 
Edinburgh EH2 4YN, and mark the envelope WO50. 

 

WE really hope you'll be moved and inspired to join the celebrations - and feel free to plan your 
own! I would love to hear about events taking place in churches and Presbyteries around Scotland, 
and would be happy to help with resources, information, history or whatever. Please keep in touch. 
If you do social media, please share the events with your networks, and use the Hashtag #WOCOS50 

 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/C7XyCxn0xfZ632igmzh5?domain=eventbrite.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/C7XyCxn0xfZ632igmzh5?domain=eventbrite.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/C7XyCxn0xfZ632igmzh5?domain=eventbrite.com


BOOK SALE  

& FESTIVAL 2018 
City of Edinburgh Methodist Church,  
25 Nicolson Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9BX

AUTHOR EVENTS 
Two Writers Under One Roof 

Ron Butlin & Regi Claire, Sat 12 May, 1.30pm 

Creating a Historical Novel for Children: A Guide 

for Adults Bill Brown, Mon 14 May, 12.30pm 

The Things We Leave Behind (Event sponsored by Blackwell’s Books) 

Mary Paulson-Ellis & The Other Mrs Walker, Mon 14 May, 6pm 

A Journey Towards Self-Publishing 

Alan Addison, Tues 15 May, 6pm 

Beastly Bible Stories! 

Claire Benton-Evans, Wed 16 May, 11am (Schools event) SOLD OUT 

Vespers: Poetry & Prose for Christian Aid 

Rob A Mackenzie & Friends, Wed 16 May, 6pm 

Image of God, Personhood & The Embryo  

Dr Calum MacKellar, Thurs 17 May, 12.30pm 

Tickets £5 available from eventbrite.co.uk 

and from City of Edinburgh Methodist Church 

25 Nicolson Square, EH8 9BX | cemc.office@gmail.com  |  0131 662 8635 

All proceeds of the sale will go to Christian Aid. Christian Aid is a charity registered in Scotland charity no. SC039150 
and in England and Wales charity no. 1105851, company no. 5171525

https://www.facebook.com/events/363546287470519/

https://www.facebook.com/events/363546287470519/


 
 
 
 
 

 



St Mary’s Rectory 
128 Glengate 
Kirriemuir 
Angus 
DD8 4JG 

23 April 2018 
Dear Friend 

MISSION TO SEAFARERS SCOTLAND ANNUAL MEETING 30 JUNE 2018 

I am writing to invite you to this year’s Annual Meeting, which will be held in St Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, Ronaldshay Crescent, Grangemouth, FK3 9JH on Saturday 30 June.   

This year’s keynote speech will be delivered by the Secretary General of the Mission to 
Seafarers, the Rev’d Canon Andrew Wright. 

There will be tea / coffee from 10.00am with the meeting getting underway at 10.30am.  
This will be followed by our service in church and then a light lunch.  

It would be good to welcome you as we reflect on the past year during which we have 
been very busy with the provision of support to seafarers.  Please join us as we review the 
activities of The Mission to Seafarers Scotland over the last year and share with you our 
plans for the future. 

Please reply by email (office.mtss@virginmedia.com) if you can come so that we have an 
idea of the numbers for our caterer. 

Yours aye, 

The Revd Canon Dr RP Harley 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Creativity, Spirituality and Dementia:  a Workshop for 
Pastoral Carers 
Led by Dr Martha Pollard 

PLACES ARE LIMITED: PLEASE BOOK EARLY via email info@fiop.org.uk 

  

Venue                  St Andrew’s Scottish Episcopal Church, Innerleithen 

Date                     10 May 2018; 10.00am – 3.30pm 

Cost                     £10.00 includes tea/coffee and light lunch 

  

Creativity, Spirituality and Dementia: a Workshop for Pastoral Carers  

In this workshop, we will explore how creative engagement can help within dementia to 
‘regenerate, reclaim and celebrate the human spirit’ (Kasayka, 2002). Creativity can enhance 
person-centred care and support spirituality through opportunities for meaningful 
communication and freedom of expression. The day will include theoretical and theological 
background, ideas and tips for activities, and case studies. There will be opportunities to 
discuss people’s own experiences, questions, insights and reflections. Resource packs of 
ideas will be provided to take away. 

  

The workshop will be led by Dr Martha Pollard, the Dementia Befriending and Carer 
Support Programmes Manager at the Eric Liddell Centre, a care charity in Edinburgh. Martha 
lives in the Scottish Borders and her home church is St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Kelso. 

  

 

Event: An Evening with Prof Alison Phipps. 
 
Title: Hospitality - Lessons from Refugees. 
 
Chair: Peter Macdonald, Former Leader, the Iona Community. 
 
Venue: Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, 
EH1 1EL. 
Date: Wednesday 23 May 2018. 
Time: Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Event: 7pm-8.45pm. 
 
http://eicsp.org/events/event-details/556-an-evening-with-prof-alison-phipps-23-may-2018/ 
 
 

mailto:info@fiop.org.uk
http://eicsp.org/events/event-details/556-an-evening-with-prof-alison-phipps-23-may-2018/


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

KEEPING CHURCH BUILDINGS ALIVE WORKSHOP  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/keeping-church-buildings-alive-
workshop-tickets-44326708378 

DESCRIPTION 
Are you responsible for managing a church, or thinking 
about taking on the management of a former church? If yes, 
this event will be of particular interest to you.The workshop 
will provide practical learning opportunities, allow groups to 
access expert advice and meet people from similar projects, 
all with a focus on maintaining the local church buildings at 
the heart of our communities. 

Speakers and topics confirmed include: 

- Historic Churches – new 21st century partnerships 
Raymond Young, Chair of the General Trustees, Church of Scotland 
- Community Engagement, Digital learning and interpretation 
Dorothy Hoskins, Historic Environment Scotland 
- Unexpected Benefits: using activities to engage and sustain 
Victoria Collison Owen, Scottish Redundant Churches Trust 
- Consider your audiences 
Paul Jardine, Jura Consultants 
- Community Engagement: why and how 
Tiva Montalbano, The Prince’s Foundation 
- Achieving Closure 
Judith Roebuck, Church of Scotland 
- How to Make Your Project Sustainable 
Rosie Fraser Associates 
- Scotland's Churches Trust – Happy to help 
Stuart Beattie 
- Top Tips from a Funder on Getting Funded 
Gordon Barr, Architectural Heritage Fund 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/keeping-church-buildings-alive-workshop-tickets-44326708378
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/keeping-church-buildings-alive-workshop-tickets-44326708378
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