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Wee Sleep Out for the World
with Social Bite
Christmas around the Diocese

Young people from Edinburgh Diocese, St Mary's
Episcopal Cathedral, Palmerston Place Church and
Edinburgh Presbytery have helped to plan this year's
Wee Sleep Out for Social Bite's global campaign to
end homelessness. We will be sleeping rough in St
Mary's Cathedral on December 7th in solidarity with
those who are sleeping on the streets. It would be
great if you could sponsor us in order to support
Social Bite's work. You can do so online here. Places
for the Wee Sleep Out are still available! Contact
Claire: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org

(Above) This year's Diocesan planning team
(Below) The scene in the cathedral at midnight at last year's Wee Sleep Out. It was very chilly!

COLOURFEST SLEEPOVER
in central Edinburgh
St John's Princes St recently
welcomed over 40 young
people and leaders from across
the Province for the ColourFest
Sleepover. This overnight event
was planned in association with
Beki Cansdale and the St John's
youth group. We also worked
with Greg, the artist responsible
for the murals outside St John's,
to design our own Provincial
Youth Mural...

The weekend featured the usual sleepover
fun and games! A competition with teams
and wacky props, gloriously colourful cup
cake decoration and the ever-popular chill
zone.

“Young people,
rise!
#withus”
really
represents
what we’re
trying to say.
An Artist for Justice
and Peace

DESIGNING THE MURAL
With Greg from Artists for
Justice and Peace
The design began with a collage of found
images from newspapers and magazines,
chosen by the young people to express what
they feel strongly about. The artist then
helped them shape these into a design, and
everyone voted on the slogan which would
represent the views of Provincial Youth. You
can see the finished mural on p7-8...

Here’s what some of the mural's young artists said about their
work: ‘Our mural represents youth and the adult world. The
words and pictures at the top represent what we feel the adult
world thinks about, while the youth at the bottom are pushing
up into the adult world and trying to change it.’ ‘It represents
hope for the future. The youth are the bright colours, pushing
up into the past things that maybe haven’t been so good.’ 'The
slogan “Young people, rise! #withus” really represents what
we’re trying to say.’
These brilliant young people - the mural designers and painters
- want to inspire people of all ages to change our world for the
better. As part of the collective that has created the murals at
St John's over the last 30 years, they are all now officially
Artists for Justice and Peace.

LEADING WORSHIP
Young people taking the lead in Sunday's service
Rev Markus Dünzkofer welcomed
young people to St John's with
open arms and invited them to
take the lead in Sunday's
worship. They did so with
creativity, gusto and seriousness,
drawing on their experience of
leading worship at the Provincial
Youth Week at Glenalmond.

(Anti-clockwise from top) A
dramatisation of Daniel's dream of
four monsters (Daniel 7); twin voices
for the New Testament reading; the
Gospel (Luke 6:20-31); young
people reflect on Christ's Blessings
and Woes; a large team of young
people lead the congregation in
prayer, with Intercessions they wrote
themselves.

THANK YOU!
A MASSIVE thank you to St John's, Princes St for letting us stay, feeding us incredibly well,
welcoming us with such warmth, praying with us and chatting to us all afterwards. It was such a joy
and a pleasure to hang out with you all! A HUGE thanks to all our wonderful leaders too (plus one
lovely dog) who travelled from across the Province and made this event possible.

Coming next...
If you are an 18+ former Glen
delegate, a leader or friend of
Provincial Youth, come and
enjoy a great meal and a
Christmas get-together! Friends
and plus ones welcome. Hot
food and Christmas drinks are
on the house; you are welcome
to BYOB, too. Bring your
sleeping bag and an airbed if
you’d like to sleep over, and
join us for Morning Prayer
followed by breakfast. Contact:
ClaireBE@scotland.anglican.org

13 December @ St Serf's Glasgow
from 7.30pm
Free tickets from Eventbrite

PAINTING THE MURAL

Once we had designed the Provincial Youth Mural, six hardy young volunteers
worked all day with Greg the artist to make the design a reality! You can see the
mural on Princes St until early December. A huge thank you to Greg for working
with us, and the leaders who supported these Artists for Justice and Peace for a
day's painting in the cold! (Left: the Provincial Youth logo - our 'signature')

CHRISTMAS RESOURCES
New songs from Fischy Music

Who is planning on singing one of the new
Fischy songs over Advent and Christmas?
Fischy Music would love to hear where
you're using them and how they work in
your setting! If you haven't got your hands
on them yet you can get them with the
current issue of Spill The Beans.

ALTERnativity and Christian Aid
workshop
ALTERnativity and Christian Aid say:
"We are most likely to think about the
Magnificat at Christmas. However, this
song of justice resonates all year round.
The way in which we live, love and
celebrate whilst also striving for justice is a
constant balancing act. This workshop will
inspire you to reflect on how we as
Christians mark our celebrations in a
world scarred by poverty."

CHRISTMAS AT OLD ST PAUL'S

NEW MESSY CHURCH AT STENHOUSE
A collaboration between St Salvador's Episcopal Church and
Stenhouse Baptist Church
I was delighted recently to join in the first session of Stenhouse's
new ecumenical Messy Church. It was great to see two churches
come together with a team of committed volunteers, and to see
children and their parents from the local community having a great
time together. There was craft galore, dramatic storytelling, creative
prayer, action songs and - of course - a fabulous feast. The shared
meal is one of the hallmarks of Messy Church, and it was a
promise of more to come. Messy Church runs monthly in
Stenhouse: contact Rev Andrew Bain for details.

ST PETER'S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Friday, 6 December 2019 from 13:00-16:00
Buy/Swap/Sell! St Peter's Christmas Bazaar is a chance to clear
out your own unwanted items and to do some Christmas
shopping in a way that is practical, economical and ethical.
Reserve a stall on your own, with friends, or as part of a church
group or organisation! Haggling is most welcome at this event,
which will feature a performance from Syrian dance troupe,
Levant! Registration is free but places are limited, so reserve your
stall asap! Contact Kristee:
childrenandfamilies@stpetersedinburgh.org

Sunday, 8 December 2019 10:30-11:30am Balerno Community High School, 5 Bridge Road, Balerno.
All families with under 5s are invited to join St Mungo's Balerno and celebrate Christmas. Older siblings
are also welcome. An hour of games, fun activities and songs as we explore the Christmas story, with
refreshments afterwards. For more information contact andrea.brewster@stmungos.org

OLIVIA SMITH - SHEPPARD SCHOLAR
Olivia Smith (18) from St Columba's-by-the-Castle has been appointed as
the first Sheppard Scholar in Scotland. This is a prestigious mission and
ministry role with HeartEdge, a network of churches initiated by St
Martin-in-the-Fields in London. Olivia says: "My job is an outreach
worker for St Cuthbert's Lothian Road and a Sheppard Scholar for St
Martin-in-the-Fields. I assist with homeless and community outreach
activities like Sunday dinners and I also help the church connect with art
and business communities, in addition to training as a chaplain. As a
Sheppard Scholar I meet with other scholars to discuss my experiences,
listen to theirs, and we discuss the future of the church in society."

SAM HARRIS AT THE SCOTTISH
PARLIAMENT

PLAY CHURCH
Play Church has spent
recent months at St
Anne's Dunbar, where it
has been the focus of
school visits, parties, Play
Church weddings and
now, baptisms - Rev
Diana Hall shared this
lovely encounter on the
St Anne's Facebook page
recently. Play Church is
now moving to Old St
Paul's from Advent to
Candlemas - pop in and
see it there!

Congratulations to Sam Harris (17) from Dalkeith & Lasswade, who
has been appointed as one of four young Co-Convenors of the
Cross-Parliamentary Group on Children and Young People. Sam
says: "For me, being a co-convenor is about giving people a voice
that aren't usually heard, it's about getting a chance to take control
of the future we are always promised but never given a chance to
have a say in, and finally it's about carving out a position for more
young people to get a say in parliament and their future." He spoke
recently at St Ninian's Comely Bank about his new role, reflecting on
his experiences as a Glen delegate and a charity volunteer in South
Africa (pictured).

GRANTS FOR YOUTH & CHILDREN'S WORK
Deadline: 30 November
Don't forget to apply for extra
funds for your Christmas
projects! Or perhaps you have
plans for the New Year...
Whatever you are planning for
children, young people or
families in your church,
remember that small grants are
available. Short application
forms can be found on the
Diocesan website.

CHRISTMAS RESOURCES
From GodVenture
Still looking for bright ideas for Advent and
Christmas activities? Check out these suggestions
from GodVenture! Featuring craft and baking
ideas, decorations and downloadable resources.
Here are some ways to help children pause and
reflect, as well as celebrate.

STAY IN TOUCH
Claire Benton-Evans, Diocesan Youth & Children Officer
Email: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Office phone: (Tuesdays & Thursdays) 0131 346 9088
Work mobile: (Mondays & Fridays) 0747 372 8148
Please get in touch if you have news to share, or if you would like to be added to my mailing
list for this newsletter and other news. For even more regular updates, please 'Like' these
Facebook pages: Edinburgh Diocese Youth and Children and Scottish Episcopal Church Provincial Youth Committee.

