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The Christmas Tree at St Peter’s Church, Lutton Place, Edinburgh

DIOCESAN OFFICE NEWS
MARCH 2022 DIOCESAN SYNOD
Please keep Saturday, 12 March, free in your diaries for the next Diocesan Synod. Exact timings and
venue arrangements will be released in due course.

NEW MISSION & MINISTRY APPOINTMENTS
The DMMC is delighted to announce two new roles to support the mission and ministry
hopes of our Diocese:
Joanna Morris has been appointed as administrative assistant (Mission and Ministry) and started work
on Wednesday, 1 December 2021.
The Revd Jane MacLaren has been appointed to the new role of Ministry Development Officer
starting on Saturday, 1 January 2022.
The Revd Dr Sophia Marriage (Convenor, Mission & Ministry Committee)

DIOCESAN ONLINE SUPPORT FORUM TO LAUNCH IN JANUARY
Over the past few weeks,
the Diocesan Office has
been trialling its brandnew online help and
discussion portal
for
vestries,
which
will
launch in January.
After
receiving
useful
feedback from several willing
test pilots, links for the
Diocesan Online Support
Forum will be published in
the next edition of The
Communicant.
The message boards will enable all office bearers throughout the Diocese to discuss many kinds of
matters with their counterparts in other charges. It is hoped that this will simplify problem-solving and
enable the sharing of advice.
Making an account will be a simple process, and there will be special forums for buildings convenors,
PVG coordinators, vestry secretaries and vestry treasurers.
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FAST-APPROACHING ANNUAL FORM DEADLINES
Incumbents, priests-in-charge and
vestry secretaries are reminded
that Annual Forms must be handed
in imminently.

Accounts and Annual
Schedules Received
PVG RTN

Details are outlined in an email and
attached letter from the Diocesan
Administrator (Simon Filsell) and me,
dated Thursday, 11 November.
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Congregational statistics were due on
Tuesday, 7 December 2021.
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Diocesan Schedules and PVG Checklists
must be returned by Friday, 31
December.

Please refer to the email and letter for completion instructions. Please note that PVG coordinators must
fill in the ‘Safeguarding Checklist’ form.
Charges should also see an email from the Diocesan Treasurer, Ian Lawson, concerning finance
schedules and signed accounts.
Robert Guthrie (Assistant Diocesan Administrator)

DIARY
THE BISHOP’S DIARY
Sunday 19 December Presiding at Centenary Service at St Ninian’s, Comely Bank, Edinburgh
Wednesday 22 December Nine Lessons and Carols, St Mary’s Cathedral
Friday 24 December Nine Lessons and Carols/Midnight Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Saturday 25 December Christmas Eucharist, St Mary’s Cathedral

COMMITTEES
Monday 10 January Buildings Committee
Thursday 27 January Mission & Ministry Committee

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 3 & Tuesday 4 January Bank Holiday – Diocesan Office closed
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NOTICES

Guidance
Update
15 Dec & 10 Dec

NEW SEC ADVISORY GROUP COVID-19 GUIDANCE
Below is the SEC AG’s latest guidance message, which was sent by email to all clergy, lay
readers, vestry secretaries and diocesan secretaries on Wednesday, 15 December.
“The Advisory Group has noted the announcement made yesterday by the First Minister following
concerns over the Omicron variant.
We have been pressing the Scottish Government for clarity on the full implications for Places of
Worship arising from the updating of measures aimed at reducing virus transmission. For
confirmation, the new Government guidance will not ask Places of Worship to close.
We understand from the Scottish Government that they will re-issue their Places of Worship
guidance during the course of tomorrow and the Advisory Group itself will issue a further update as
soon as possible after that information becomes available.”
Below is the SEC AG’s second-last guidance message, which was sent by email to all
clergy, lay readers, vestry secretaries and diocesan secretaries on Friday, 10 December.
“The Advisory Group met recently and provides the following update. There are no significant changes
being made at this time but we draw the following to your attention:
1. As yet, while data on the Omicron variant are collected and assessed, the implications of the variant
remain uncertain. Government is not tightening restrictions at this point but is strengthening its
emphasis on compliance with the basic measures we are all already familiar with:
-

the importance of being vaccinated and receiving the booster dose as soon as one is eligible

-

following the "baseline" measures (the wearing of face coverings, encouraging good ventilation
and good hygiene)
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-

the taking of lateral flow tests when meeting others, in whatever context. The Advisory Group
has previously endorsed earlier Government guidance to take lateral flow tests twice weekly.
Given the Government's recent request to take lateral flow tests more frequently, the Advisory
Group encourages people to take such tests before attending church services and, if testing
positive, not to attend.

2. The Government has made some minor changes to its own Places of Worship guidance including
some
FAQs
about
Christmas.
That
revised
guidance
is
available
at:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-placesof-worship/
3. During Advent and Christmastide many churches will be holding services with little interval in
between - perhaps particularly over Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Churches are
reminded of the need to clean/sanitise between services including regular cleaning of touch points such
as light switches, pews, toilets, door handles etc.
4. Face coverings remain mandatory for those aged 12 and over, unless an exemption applies. The
Advisory Group has received some anecdotal evidence of occasional difficulty being experienced in
ensuring that those attending weddings wear face coverings. It therefore re-emphasises that the wearing
of face coverings is a legal requirement for all services in church, including weddings and funerals. There
is a specific exemption in relation to weddings but it is limited to the parties being married (where
there is at least one metre, or a partition, between those parties and anyone else), to the person leading
the service (again, provided there is at least one metre distance or a partition) and to any person
accompanying one of the prospective spouses as part of the ceremony (e.g. to walk down the aisle).
5. Some minor updating has been made to the FAQs appearing on our website at:
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/Frequently-Asked-Questions-Version-119.12.21.pdf
Since preparing the above update the First Minister has today reported on the Government’s concerns
about the Omicron variant. No new measures for places of worship are being introduced at present,
albeit Christmas work parties are being discouraged and the rules on self-isolation for household
contacts are being made more stringent, but if the situation changes in the coming days and new
restrictions are introduced, we will issue a further update.

NOTICES (continued)
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL INSTITUTE
The latest Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI) newsletter can be viewed here.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
None
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CANON 35
The Diocesan Buildings Committee has granted consent for the following projects:
• Haddington, Holy Trinity – Installation of Wi-Fi Camera
• Edinburgh, St Mary’s Cathedral – Renewal of Lighting

NEWS FROM THE BISHOP OF EDINBURGH

TWITTER:
@BISHOPEDINBURGH
FACEBOOK: BISHOP
JOHN ARMES

DIOCESAN NEWS
ALASTAIR HAGGART BURSARY 2022
Applications for next year’s Alastair Haggart Bursary have opened. The annual Bursary is
dedicated to the memory of Bishop Haggart, who was the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church
between 1977 and 1985. The successful applicant will receive up to £1,300 to finance a sabbatical or
another similar leave of absence that will significantly enhance their development. The outcomes of
their funded project should also be of benefit to the wider Church. Lay readers and clergy ministering
in the Scottish Episcopal Church may apply. A committee will convene in February 2022 to make the
next award. To apply for the Bursary, please request an application form from Mrs Linda Harrison
institute@scotland.anglican.org and return it to her by Monday, 10 January 2022.
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FOLLOW THE DIOCESE ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM & TWITTER
Send your images/text to rguthrie@dioceseofedinburgh.org

Twitter: @EdinDiocese
Facebook: Edinburgh Diocese
Instagram: @dioceseofedinburgh
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LIVINGSTONE INITIATIVE EIGHT YEARS ON
The Diocesan Office received this
message from The Livingstone Initiative,
regarding one of the charity’s projects
that was supported in the 2013 Diocesan
Lent Appeal. Anyone interested in
following up this communication or in
making a further donation should
contact Belinda Hodge directly, using
the details at the bottom of this page.
“As you may recall the Diocese of Edinburgh very kindly supported The Livingstone Initiative when we were
marking the Bicentenary of the birth of David Livingstone back in 2013. We are now pleased to report
substantial progress on the school, which is being built by the community in Chama, and with a variety of other
projects, as set out on the accompanying document.
We also attach a short drone video of the new school roof and we have updated the main video about the
vision for the school. Links to both these videos are attached below and within the document.
As you will see from the document, we are close to being able to open St Mary’s Anglican Secondary School for
Girls in Chama, north-eastern Zambia. The construction of the school is taking time, but this is because the
community themselves are building it and because of the annual rains, they are restricted to six months dry
season a year. The Pandemic, too, has hindered work, but we are getting there.
We are now launching a new appeal - Fitting Out the Classroom Block - as we need to raise some further funds
to finish the initial works. We calculate we need to raise a further £21,000 to fund the following:
Installation of 17 Door frames + doors; 41 window frames + windows, burglar bars and door gate grills, hardwearing flooring, ceilings and interior decoration for the classroom block, desks and chairs.
Funding for expert advice on practicalities and agriculture at the school
Administrative expenses for securing partners and funding, project management and administration.
Some additional funding is being raised in Zambia and the Zambian Government will be supplying all the
teachers and paying their salaries and accommodation and supplying textbooks.
We remain very grateful to you and the Diocese for the generous support you have given, but I am wondering
if there is a chance that the Diocese might consider further help, so that we can get the school open.
I would be very happy to answer any questions you may have and I hope to hear back from you.”
Belinda Hodge
Chief Executive Officer
The Livingstone Initiative
Livingstone Zambia • London England • Edinburgh Scotland
Telephone: UK: +44 (0)207 193 2011 | UK mobile: +44 (0)7939 26 88 59
Skype: peppercorn-design
Website: www.livingstoneinitiative.org
Email: belinda@livingstoneinitiative.org | belinda@livingstone2013.com
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NEWS FROM THE YOUTH & CHILDREN OFFICER
CREATIVE COVID CHRISTMAS RESOURCES FOR CHURCHES
Churches are planning for Advent and Christmas as the pandemic continues to affect
our lives and worship, so the Covid Christmas Resource Page has been refreshed and
renewed on the diocesan website.
There are exciting online resources and ways for
families to explore faith at home, plus ideas for
practical outreach and sharing the Christmas
message with your local community. Everything listed
is suitable for children, young people and families,
and much will be appropriate for congregations of
any age. There is also a section called ‘When
Christmas Hurts’, with resources to help people of
all ages lament together at what can be a difficult
time, especially during a pandemic. You can find the
full page of resources here.
Claire Benton-Evans

EXTERNAL NOTICES
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Holy Cross Children’s Ministry
What’s on…
Christingle
3pm, Christmas Eve 2021
Hear the Christmas story and sing carols. Children
welcome to dress up! Booking required via Eventbrite (see
QR code). Tickets available from 10th December.

Buggy Services
Fridays in January at 10:30
Short, informal services for toddlers and their grown ups. Songs, stories and
activities. Time to play afterwards (with hot drinks and cake for the grown
ups). Every Friday in January.

Story Time
Fridays in February, 10am-12noon
For toddlers/pre-schoolers and their grown ups. Come and relax in the church,
read our books, do some crafts and play. Hot drinks and cake for grown ups.
Some quiet time in the winter – every Friday in February.

Family Services
Sundays at 4pm (see dates below)
Half an hour of stories and songs followed by refreshments.
30th January: Candlemas
27th March: Mothering Sunday
12th June: Pentecost

Every Sunday
You’re always welcome to join us for our regular 10:30 service on a Sunday morning. We have a
children’s area with books and toys, and you won’t be told off for being joyful or grumpy or needing
to move around or eat some snack. Tea/coffee, juice and biscuits are served in the hall afterwards.

Play Church
In January and February we’re hosting Play Church, a portable, child-sized altar with dressing-up
clothes and robes to give children the opportunity to learn playfully about worship, liturgy and
ministry. If you’re with a children’s organisation or a school and are interested, please get in touch.
Keep an eye on our Facebook @HolyCrossEdinburgh & church noticeboard for extra events & services. Please
get in touch with any questions or ideas. Izzy Holmes, Children’s Minister: families.hce@gmail.com
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