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AROUND THE DIOCESE THIS CHRISTMAS
Churches responded with creativity
and ingenuity to the challenges of
Covid at Christmas for the second
time. Here are just some of the ways
in which churches continued to
connect with children and young
people. The Provincial Children's
Chapel was presented by Edinburgh
Diocese and featured many special
guests, including Bishop John and
children from Holy Cross Davidson's
Mains, Christ Church Morningside
and St Cuthbert's Colinton (right).
Thank you to all who were involved!

Decorating the tree with the
Toddler Group at St Peter's
Lutton Place (left) and a
socially-distanced Nativity,
voiced by the Sunday Club of St
Mary's Cathedral (below)

'Mum TV' (below) was a touching
and delightful crib service
replacement from St Anne's
Dunbar. You can catch up with
the interviews in this exclusive,
adult version here (with no
songs and a couple of less 'allage' appropriate comments!)

Has something
worked well for your
church? Share it here
next time!

DIOCESAN
PLAY CHURCH
Hosted by Holy Cross,
Davidson's Mains
Play Church is on the road again,
after a rest during lockdown! It has
found a warm welcome at Holy Cross,
where
Children's
Minister
Izzy
Holmes writes: "We've put Play
Church in our children's area, where
children (and their grown ups!) can
play with it during our Sunday
services. Sometimes they want to
wear the robes and use the
Communion vessels to copy what the
priest is doing. Other days it's all
about the candles. They've been
carried round the church in various
containers - we discovered that they
fit perfectly into the Play Church
chalices! - and made into 'artworks'
by draping colourful scarves over
them. At the end of January we're
celebrating Candlemas at our family
service, so the Play Church altar will
move to the nave where the children
can decorate it with candles they'll
make during the service. Next month
we have the local Brownie and
Beaver groups coming in for an
evening each to learn about the
church year and the clothes they see
the priest wearing, using the Play
Church vestments."

For more information about
Play Church and how to sign
up to be a Host, visit the
diocesan website here.

PLAY CHURCH
IN ACTION

For more updates on Play Church at Holy
Cross, follow their Facebook page here

GODLY PLAY TRAINING
Coming soon! 2022 is
the Year of Stories in
Scotland, so it’s a great
time to train as a
storyteller. Godly Play
Scotland is running a
Storyteller and Door
Person Accredited
Training course on 22-24
March at Cramond Kirk
Halls (pictured).
"The Storyteller and Door Person Accredited Training is a three day course designed to give people a
better understanding of the theory and practice of Godly Play. The course explores each of the main
types of story – sacred, parables and liturgy. We concentrate on the core stories that people usually
tell at the beginning of their Godly Play journey. Alongside the stories and wondering, are workshops
that explore the theology and theory behind Godly Play. There is a mixture of trainer led and
participant storytelling sessions – so you have the opportunity to tell a story as part of the course and
see and wonder about 14 other stories. The cost of this course is from £315. This includes a course
handbook, lunches and refreshments. Booking is through the Godly Play Scotland website here."

EXTRA FUNDING FOR CHURCHES
Do you have an idea which needs a little extra funding? In 2022
there are no set closing dates for applications. You are welcome to
apply at any time during the year: I hope this helps during these
uncertain times when restrictions and plans keep changing. You
can download the grant application form here.

SU SCOTLAND
HOLIDAYS

Scripture Union Scotland has opened bookings for their 2022
holidays, confirming that they're running a full programme of
residential breaks once again: "There's a great range of holidays to
choose from for children aged 8 to 18, so we’re sure we’ve got the
perfect holiday for your child. Maybe our multi-activity residentials
(with a mix of sport, adventure, arts and crafts, fun and games) would
be right up their street, or perhaps one of our specialist holidays that
focus on a specific activity (such as sailing, baking, technology and
performing arts) would get them excited? Whatever they choose, you
can be sure all our holidays share the same core values of fun,
friendship and faith. So, if you know children who’d love the
opportunity to get away, make new friends and grow closer to God
this year, take a look at our range of holidays!" Visit the SU Scotland
website here.

PROVINCIAL YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Announcing…
the first Provincial
Youth event of
2022
Saturday 29
January at 7pm
On Zoom
Bring your own
haggis, Irn-Bru or
tartan!
Edinburgh delegates and youth leaders met online in November to plan an in-person Diocesan Youth
Event for the New Year - unfortunately, these exciting plans have been shelved for the time being
because of the Omicron variant. Instead I am delighted to announce the first Provincial Youth Event of
the year: a Burns Night Celebration and Online Ceilidh! The evening will begin with a short
celebration of Burns Night, featuring the Address to a Haggis, the Selkirk Grace, music and food: you
can bring a plate of haggis, neeps and tatties, or just your tea. Alternatively, add to the Scottish theme
by wearing something tartan or raising a glass of Irn-Bru. Then there will be dancing: our tried-andtested online Ceilidh is a treat! The Burns Night Celebration is for young people at High School and
Glen 21 graduates only, but family members are warmly invited to join in the Ceilidh. If you would
like to come, contact Claire Benton-Evans (see below) or fill in the short registration form here.

SAVE THE DATE!
PROVINCIAL YOUTH WEEK
7-13 AUGUST 2022
STAY IN TOUCH
Claire Benton-Evans, Diocesan Youth & Children Officer
Email: youthandchildren@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Work mobile: 0747 372 8148
Please get in touch if you have news to share, or if you would like to be added to my
mailing list for this newsletter and other news. For even more regular updates, please
'Like' our Facebook page: Edinburgh Diocese Youth and Children.

