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and have suffered many hardships. Now that we 
have been given a chance to a new life in 
Scotland, I firmly believe that the English 
language is one of the keys to unlocking the door 
to our success and happiness. The Project CARE 
English classes bring our community together and 
help us learn and improve our English," Jamila 
Nuristani, a student and mother of three, said.   
 The Afghan students are primarily 
housewives, young adults, and university and 
college students. A journalist, a lawyer, a 
professional football player, an artist, and three 
midwives also attend the classes.   
 Their children attend local primary and 
secondary schools where they also learn English. 
Their progress in the English language will help all 
of them integrate well into the community.
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Afghan Refugees Learn English

 More than 40 men and women refugees who 
recently arrived from war-torn Afghanistan have been 
attending free English Classes at St. Ninian's Church 
Hall every Monday and Thursday since June this year. 
The three English classes, namely, Literacy and 
Numeracy, Beginners, and Intermediate and IELTS 
Preparation Course, are part of the initiative of Project 
CARE (Community Action for and with Refugees in 
Edinburgh), which is based at St. Ninian's Episcopal 
Church in Comely Bank, and which aims to help 
refugees integrate into Scottish society. 
 Led by a pool of trained and experienced 
volunteer teachers of ESOL (English as a Secondary 
or Other Languages), the classes endeavour to help 
refugees build their confidence in speaking and 
communicating effectively. 
 "We have been uprooted from our homeland 

Lei Garcia

Why Care?
 It could be asked why 
members of St. Ninian’s 
Episcopal Church should 
become involved with Project 
CARE, especially when the 
church is still recovering from 
the difficult times brought by 
the Covid pandemic.    
 The fundamental reason 
is that Jesus tells us to 'love 
your neighbour as 
yourself' (Mark 12:31). He 

made it very clear that our 
neighbour is not just 
someone who is like us or 
lives close to us, although our 
Afghan friends are 
geographically close! He 
described this commandment 
from the Jewish scriptures as 
the second greatest 
commandment. The first is 
'Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength 
(Mark 12:30)’. The second 
grows out of the first.  
 Islamic teaching also 
encourages helping others, 
especially those in need, and 
we rejoice in finding all that 
we have in common, in our 
shared humanity and our 
different faiths.   
                  (continued on page 7)

Alan Baker

Afghan women and girls with volunteers
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EID CELEBRATION 2022 Alan Baker 

 It was a great pleasure and an honour to be invited to 
the Eid Mubarak celebration in Inverleith Park on the 10th of 
July by our local Afghan neighbours. Over 125 people 
shared in the festivities, with volunteer teachers and helpers 
from Project CARE joining the Afghan men, women and 
children. Not only was it an opportunity to eat wonderful 
food – and it was tasty! – but also to chat in a relaxed 
atmosphere. I was able to meet not only some of those I had 
met while helping with the English classes at St. Ninian’s but 
also some who had come from further afield, having moved 
to new homes. 
 It was great to learn about the background of the 
celebration and share a little of our lives and culture. Other 
highlights were the joy of the children playing, flying kites 
and running around, and the sense of community and sharing. 
Some also enjoyed playing cricket.  
 “The Eid celebrations was full of fun! We enjoyed the barbecue and by simply being together as one family,” Ahmad 
Seyar Rahimi said. 
 The event was enabled by the donation of food and drinks from Glasgow Afghan United, One World, and 
Multicultural Family Base. The latter also had a representative.

A Caring Project 
“Project CARE seeks to help refugees integrate 
into Scottish society…” 

 The first issue of the Project CARE (Community Action 
for and with Refugees in Edinburgh) newsletter comes with 
great joy as more and more Afghan friends, volunteers, 
donors, and supporters continue to work and lovingly care 
for each other. News and features in this issue highlight the 
status and development of Project CARE and reflections 
from refugees and volunteers on its significance and 
trajectory.  
 Project CARE was conceived and launched in response 
to the urgency of the need to help hundreds of refugees 

from Afghanistan, Syria, Ukraine, and various countries 
hosted by the City of Edinburgh Council. Much work is 
needed to help them integrate and adapt to their new 
reality and find suitable jobs as they rebuild their new life 
in Edinburgh and other parts of the United Kingdom.  
 Many of them could not speak, read, or write 
English, which impedes their communication ability and 
prevents them from securing a job. Worse, some women 
are illiterate.  
 Their knowledge of the Scottish and British cultures is 
also limited and could be deepened through community 
engagement. They also need assistance with personal 
and household needs, moving about the city, and getting 
practical information to provide for their daily needs. 
Some also need help with their health and mental well-
being, which require counselling and pastoral care.  
 Project CARE seeks to help refugees integrate into 
Scottish society without losing their cultural identities and 
respond to their physical, emotional and mental needs. 
Social and cultural integration into the host society gives 
the refugees a solid foundation to revitalise their social 
and economic independence. It could promote economic 
progress, enable self-reliance, and facilitate social 
interaction. Moreover, integration would improve their 
capability to contribute productively to the community. 
 We hope that Project CARE will be a place of 
welcome, friendship, understanding, healing, and caring 
for refugees in the Comely Bank, Edinburgh area.

Lei Garcia

Afghan community in Edinburgh with representatives of  
Glasgow Afghan United and Multicultural Family Base during Eid
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 On 27 May 2022, we had the 
opportunity to meet nine delightful men 
who, with their families, had been forced 
to flee Afghanistan last year. Life at 
home had become untenable after the 
Taliban takeover. Some of the families 
whose husbands have yet to join them 
live in accommodation in our area, 
where the kids also attend school. 
 A small group from St. Ninian’s 
joined our Afghan friends around a 
table, and shared tea whilst introducing 
ourselves through a simple ice-breaker 
of telling our name and a plate of our 
favourite food! 
 The meeting was initiated by Lei 
Garcia from St. Ninian's and supported 
by Denise Williams, the Refugee and 
Migration Coordinator for The City of 
Edinburgh Council and Ahmad Seyar 
Rahimi, one of the leaders of the Afghan 
refugees. We wanted to demonstrate to  

English Classes 
Project CARE offers a Literacy and Numeracy Class, two Beginner’s Class, and two Intermediate/IELTS Preparation 
Course every Monday and Thursday from 2:00 to 4:30 in the afternoon at St. Ninian’s Church, Comely Bank.

these new Scottish citizens they are 
welcome and to offer whatever help is 
within our means to give. 
 Representatives of St. Ninian's said 
words of welcome and offered various 
church programmes like the Nippers for 
parents and toddlers, gardening, and 
convivial hospitality at the weekly Coffee 
Hub. In return, the Afghans shared their 
stories and situation, seeking help with 
various aspects of their integration into 
Scottish society. It became apparent that 
there was a need for language help 

A Warm Welcome

besides friendship and community. 
 Since that date, remarkable progress 
has been made. Experienced English 
teachers have come forward, and there 
are English classes for women and men 
twice a week in our Church Hall, catering 
for a range of abilities. The students are 
incredibly keen, and we marvel at their 
delight in learning and the advances they 
are making. Meanwhile, we like to meet 
and share smiles and watch the elder 
children care for the small ones while their 
parents study.

Afghan 
delegation, 
Edinburgh 
Council 
representative,  
and members of 
St. Ninian’s 
Episcopal Church

Cherry Campbell
Sharing with Afghan families

Literacy and Numeracy Class 
Mondays, 2:00-3:30 
St. Ninian’s Church 
Help us tell and invite your family and friends that we offer 
free literacy and numeracy class every Monday from 2:00 to 
3:30 in the afternoon at St. Ninian’s Church, Comely Bank 
EH4 1AG. We will help them learn to read and write English 
in a simple and fun way. 

For more info text 07510501536

Literacy and 
Numeracy Class

PROJECT CARE  
IELTS  
Preparation Course

St. Ninian’s Church Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 3:30-4:30 pm 
The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Preparation Course 
of PROJECT CARE is designed to help you prepare for the IELTS exam. It will 
give you a comprehensive overview of what to expect, advise on how to 
prepare, and guide you to succeed in the examination. 

IELTS will give you an objective assessment of your English 
language ability. It will also provide a certification that you 
can use to apply for work and to study in colleges and 
universities. 

CONTACT Lei at 07510501536

JOIN 
US

Join us  
and learn to speak, read and write 

English with ESOL volunteer teachers 
every Monday and Thursday,  

2:00-3:30 pm 

at the church hall of  St. Ninian’s 
Comely Bank  

with Project CARE  
English Beginners Class. 

Project 
CARE 
Community Action 
for and with Refugees 
in Edinburgh

English  
Beginners Class 
Monday and Thursday, 2:00-3:30 pm,           

St. Ninian’s Church EH4 1AG 
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LEI GARCIA 
Back in the Philippines, I’ve worked with 
the Ecumenical Movement and the 
United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines for almost a decade in peace 
and justice work locally and 
internationally. I also served in the local 
government of Mandaluyong City as a 
Chief of Staff of a City Councilor, 
working with women and children, 
labour groups, environmental organisations, and local business 
enterprises. I finished a degree in Accountancy at the University and 
am now doing my second degree in English Literature. I love writing 
and cooking! I’m married to Luca and have two children Daniel and 
Naomi. 

ALISON HOWARD 
I was born in Edinburgh and lived in France, 
London, Aberdeen, and Dundee. I speak 
French, German, and a little Russian. I am a 
librarian and professional archivist. I also taught 
the French language at St. Mary's Music School 
and worked for the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, writing and publishing 
articles. I am keen to offer my expertise in 

teaching languages to our Afghan friends. 

CLEODIE MACKINNON 
I was born in India and spent my 
childhood in India and Pakistan, so I 
feel committed to the situation of 
Afghan refugees, who I believe were 
let down by the British. I spent my 
working life almost entirely with 
books in teaching, publishing, and 
bookselling. I edited for a few years 
for the Institute of Race Relations in 
London. My teaching years included 
limited experience teaching English as a Second Language at 
quite an advanced level. I am a member of St. Ninian's and feel 
very committed to Ecumenism.  

LIBBY MORTON 
I  am  a  retired  medic  and  long  term (33 
years) member of St. Ninian’s Church 
community. I have poor language skills (as I 
was told aged 12 anyway!) so not directly 
involved with teaching but very much 
enjoying providing refreshments and trying 
to keep the attendees’ kids happy during 
classes. Also appreciating meeting such a 
diverse group of people at the classes and 
seeing them blossom as they relax into the 
classes 

SARAH NEARY 
I am from Edinburgh and have three children. 
I have taught for 20 years in mainstream and 
special schools in Edinburgh and London. My 
hobbies are reading, seeing friends, yoga and 
running. I also spend a lot of time reading 
about educational research! I have loved 
being part of the group supporting our 
Afghan friends; it has been my first experience 
teaching English to adults! I have learned a lot 
and hope to remain part of the group as it 
grows and develops. 

FIRST ISSUE 

KATHERINE ARNOTT 
I have been volunteering with Project 
CARE since July. I heard about the 
project through a friend and was 
impressed by what I heard, so I 
offered to help with the Beginner 
Literacy group. I have been an English 
as a Second or Other Language 
teacher since 2000, primarily with 
Edinburgh College (former Stevenson 

College) and Edinburgh Council and Saheliya, which has involved 
teaching and teacher training, volunteer training and support, and 
the writing of exam materials. I am now mainly retired but love the 
teaching side, so I truly enjoy helping the Afghan women keen to 
learn English for their new life here. 

ALAN BAKER 
I've had a long career with the BBC's 
media archives in Bristol and then worked 
to support older people. I'm a licenced 
lay minister at St. Ninian's, sometimes 
preaching and helping with worship. I also 
volunteer at the gallery at the Botanic 
Gardens and for the insect collections of 
the National Museums of Scotland. My 
teaching experience has previously been 
limited to tutoring people in biology. Still, I enjoy helping to teach 
the Afghans English and helping them to make Scotland a new 
home for them. I'm married with two grown-up daughters. I 
returned to Edinburgh 3 years ago with my wife, Gareth, after many 
years in England. 

CAT BRUCE-KINGSMILL 
I am Mum to a 9 year old boy who 
attends Flora Stevenson. I have 
been involved in running and 
organising Sunday School, Youth 
Groups and children’s adventure 
holidays for over 15 years. You may 
see me helping with a crèche.  I look 
forward to meeting you and your 
children.  

CHERRY CAMPBELL 
I am a grandmother and a member of the 
St. Ninian’s Congregation. I enjoy 
meeting the Afghan ladies and helping 
them with the English language. My 
background is in theatrical costume.You 
will also find me sorting clothes for the 
Bethany Foundation Shop in Stockbridge. 

                     ANNE DENNISS 
I was born in Oxford and came to 
Edinburgh to study Fine Arts at 
Edinburgh University and Art College. I 
became a professional artist and was a 
teacher of Art in Fife. I also trained to 
teach children with specific learning 
difficulties because my son found 
reading, writing and spelling 
complicated - as did I. Because I am 
dyslexic, I learned by rote for my 
degree, using pictures and writing, and 
using all the senses and going at a slow 

pace. I am, therefore, very empathetic and patient with anyone 
who has difficulties in these areas.

Meet Our
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SHEILA SHEA 
I was born in London to Irish 
parents but have lived in Edinburgh 
for over thirty years. I taught English 
as a foreign language and 
intercultural communication at 
Edinburgh Napier University for 
over twenty-five years. I also taught 
English when I was living in Italy. I 
am delighted to be able to help 
with the English classes for our 
Afghan friends and hope they will 
settle well and be very happy in  

 Scotland. 

MARGARET WALKER 
I am a retired doctor who enjoys 
gardening. I have been lucky enough to 
travel when I was young, including a 
great trip through Africa and Asia with 
my first born when she was a baby. My 
husband was asked to be medical 
officer on a mountaineering expedition 
to the Hindu Kush in Afghanistan in 
1972. I went along with the baby 
entertaining everyone! All the Afghan 
people were very helpful and 
welcoming, especially when the baby 
greeted them, so I felt keen to do what I can now for the 
refugees here in Edinburgh, especially the women. 

HARRY WRIGHT 
I am a Materials Science student at the University of Oxford. I 

enjoy programming and game 
development, playing musical 
instruments, and long-distance 
running when I'm not teaching 
English. In terms of musical 
instruments, I have fun playing 
both piano and flute and singing in 
the local church choir. I also tutor 
in Maths, Physics, and Chemistry, 
helping a range of people in 
Scotland. While I have lived in 
Edinburgh for nearly a decade 
now, before that, I lived in Sydney 
(although I was born in Wiltshire). 

PETRA AGYEI 
DANIEL BESCHI 
NAOMI BESCHI 
CALUM NEARY 
HOLLY NEARY 

GEORGE POLYAKOV 
We are secondary school students from Broughton High School 
and Fettes College. We help take care of the Afghan children 
and support fellow volunteers in the English Classes during 
summer.

TERESA O’DWYER 
I am a retired psychiatrist, a 
founding member of the Friends 
of the Orchard Park, and 
previously chaired a local 
residents committee in Orchard 
Brae. It was a joy to become 
involved in the start of the English 
Classes and to welcome our 
Afghan friends to Scotland. I feel 
inspired by the Afghan women's 
determination and enthusiasm for 
learning and their courage to face 
the challenge of starting afresh in 
a new country and new culture.  

JEN PATEL 
I'm married with two kids, a 
boy aged 11 & a girl aged 8. 
From Edinburgh, I love the city 
and living here. I studied 
Biochemistry at university and 
used to work in clinical trials 
for medicines before they 
went on the market. After 
having my son, I took a career 
break, and once my daughter 
started school decided to set 
up my own company to allow 
me flexibility around my kids. 
My favourite hobby is & always 

has been reading. I absolutely 
love books and have turned my passion into a business selling 
fiction book subscription gifts. I'm delighted to be able to help 
our new Afghan neighbours feel welcome and better able to 
communicate in English.  

DAVID DE POMERAI 
I'm a part-time retired priest 
attached to St Ninian's Church. A 
scientist before retirement, 
teaching genetics and bioethics 
at the University of Nottingham. 
In 1994 I was ordained as a priest 
and can now combine both 
interests by contributing to the 
Master's course in Science and 
Religion at New College. I am 
married to Anne and have one 
daughter living in Canada. 

RAJNI PUNN 
For 30 years, I have been 
a teacher employed by 
the City's ASL Service. I 
go to five Secondary 
school's across the City 
supporting English as an 
Additional Language 
(EAL). My EAL pupils usually 
represent the current global 
political situation.  

 OCTOBER 2022

Volunteers
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Thoughts and Reflections 
from volunteer teachers and helpers 

 I am passionate about education and believe everyone 
should be able to access learning to achieve and contribute to 
the best of their ability. Having achieved Professional 
Recognition for supporting children with Additional Support 
Needs within the Scottish education system and Advanced 
Skills Teacher status within the English system, I have taught in 
mainstream and special schools for over twenty years. 
 When I saw a request on the Flora Stevensons’ Parents’ 
Facebook page for teachers to support our Afghani refugees 
with learning English, I was excited to be invited to be part of 
such an opportunity. 
 I had not taught adults before, but being part of this lovely 
passionate group of volunteers has been a wonderful 
experience.  
 The refugee group is incredibly friendly, committed to 
learning English, and wonderfully tolerant of our Western ways! 
While they have no doubt ploughed through trauma and 
disadvantages to be here, they present as kind, calm and 
courteous, and I genuinely hope we can do them justice so 
that they can all achieve the educational and lifestyle standards 
that they are aiming for as they settle into being part of our 
Edinburgh community. 
 I would encourage everyone to visit our bi-weekly lessons, 
support our Afghan friends in developing their English 
vocabulary and conversational ski l ls, and consider 
volunteering, if possible. I’m grateful for this opportunity and 
look forward to seeing the project grow. (Sarah Neary) 

 I have been helping with the St Ninian's Church English 
classes for our Afghan friends for the last couple of months. It 
has been a joy to meet all the interesting people and their 
families and see them grow in confidence as they become 
more settled and speak English a little (or speak more and 
more!). Lovely to see the women folk opening up as they get 
to know us better and can share things by being able to 
communicate easily. Also, a joy to welcome so many 
enthusiastic other folks who have stepped in to help – many 
teachers and other folks giving up their free time providing the 
language lessons. (Libby Morton)  

 Volunteering during my summer holidays to teach English 
for Project CARE was a humbling experience. Not only did I  
meet other volunteers who gave up their time to support us, 
but also, my student was so grateful for the opportunity.  
 Their enthusiasm deeply moved me in every lesson I 
created for them on a zero budget. It's amazing how inspired 
students can be with wildflowers. The best idea I want to 
share with you was when I used the free Edinburgh Festival 
brochures and asked the students to take a page and pick 
details about a show to talk about in front of the class. We 
had so much fun. I will miss the students now I am back 
teaching in school. (Rajni Punn)

 I was lucky to visit Afghanistan for nine weeks in 1972 
when my first child, Esther, was four months old. My husband 
was invited to be a medical officer on a mountaineering 
expedition in the Hindu Kush region as we travelled home 
from working in Africa. I planned to stay in Kabul, but the 
head of the U.S. Aid Dispensary was away, and I couldn't get 
the job I was supposed to have. The result was that I joined 
the expedition to organize food and others in the base camp, 
which was at 5,685 metres above sea level in the Munjan 
Valley, south of Jurm.  
 It may seem crazy to take a baby on such a trip, but she 
travelled in a papoose on my back and was breastfed 
throughout – the only expedition member who never had 
any tummy upsets! She also charmed many local people who 
seemed to love children. The head man of one village tried 
to make us change our porters by withholding our passports 
but changed his mind after playing with Esther (see 
photograph).  
 We had so much kindness from people across 
Afghanistan, and I feel strongly that the Afghan refugees in 
our country, especially women and girls, deserve all the help 
they can get. I am happy to help Lei Garcia's excellent 
classes in English and wish all concerned the best of luck. 
(Margaret Walker) 

Ever since lessons started nearly two months ago, the 
number of people coming has grown dramatically – from just 
a group of ten women to five different groups of men and 
women, all learning at their levels. The beginner's group for 
men first came with almost no grasp of English, and in their 
short time with us, they have learned a variety of words, 
phrases, and sentences on a range of topics and can now 
hold basic conversations with me. As newcomers have 
trickled in, starting fresh both in the UK and in lessons, they 
have caught up very quickly. Though I have taught English 
before, teaching people who don't speak it has been a first 
for me, through which I have developed my ability to simplify 
and make visual concepts in language. With the students' 
hard work, they will be fully conversational in English soon 
enough.  (Harry Wright)

Esther with the village chief
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Hedayatullah Hamim 

 The beginning of September marked a minor 
milestone in my life: I've been living in Edinburgh for 
eight months since I left my beloved country 
Afghanistan. It's been eight months since I settled in this 
city that captured my heart when I arrived. 
 On the one hand, it feels like eight months have 
passed in the blink of an eye; I can distinctly remember 
wandering Edinburgh's streets on my first day with 
nervous excitement and uncertainty at what lies ahead, 
but it also somehow feels as though I've been here much 
longer. It's like my life has been rooted here for years. 
Despite having a close-knit and supportive group of 
friends and family in Afghanistan, I sometimes felt like an 
outsider, mildly misunderstood at best, and like a 
complete foreigner at worst. Don't get me wrong, I was 
(and still am) thankful for my life back home, but I 
needed a change. 
 My life's vision defines who I want to be, what I want 
to be known for, and the experiences and 
accomplishments I aim for. My vision helps define the 
goals by giving me a framework to evaluate those goals. 
It also guides me as I make decisions every day. My 
vision is my most crucial dream or mental picture. It is my 
personal "why" and the internal purpose of my 
existence.  
 In creating my personal vision, I reflect from various 
perspectives and think of what I desire to have, be, give, 
and do. How could I contribute to this world, impact, 
and help my inner circle, my community or even 
people on this planet? 
 That is why I'm grateful to the teachers and 
volunteers of Project CARE for the work and services 
they have provided me, particularly in helping to 
improve my English. The English classes have given me 
more confidence and persuaded me to achieve my vision 
and goals. 
 Finally, moving to Edinburgh was daunting, but with 
a clear vision and help from friends and organisations like 
Project CARE, fear has no place and purpose in 
achieving my vision in the future. 

(Hedayatullah Hamim is a BBC journalist.)

 Some volunteers who teach 
and help are not formally 
connected to St Ninian's or any 
church, but all have embraced the 
opportunity to help and care. As a 
church, we sincerely appreciate 
that. Each of us has our 
motivation, but all have one goal - 
to care. 
 We also value the 
determination and enthusiasm of 
those learning English. We enjoy 
seeing their progress and getting 
to know them as individual human 
beings. We want to do what we 
can to help our refugee friends 
rebuild their lives in the UK. 

 Christianity teaches that we 
can learn through suffering. It can 
help us value what is good. It can 
help us put ourselves in the place 
of others who suffer.  
 Trying to understand others 
and seeing how we can help is 
essential. For many, this requires a 
leap of faith and an understanding 
that we need God's help in what 
we do. God values each one of us, 
and we are all learning in this 
project – learning English, learning 
how to teach English, learning 
about each other's cultures, 
learning how to love and care for 
our neighbour better.

                (Community Action for and with Refugees in Edinburgh) is based at St. Ninian’s 
Episcopal Church, 40 Comely Bank, Edinburgh EH4 1AG. NEWSLETTER EDITORS: Alan Baker, Very Revd Frances 
Burberry, Lei Garcia, Cleodie Mackinnon

Project CARE

Why Care? (continued from page 1)

Never Let Fear Decide 
Your Future
My life's vision defines who I want to be,  
what I want to be known for...”

Ecumenism in 
Comely Bank 
 Libby Morton 

”It feels good to be linking with other 
churches to help communities in need…”  
Whilst St. Ninian's Church Hall was not available during 
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, our neighbours from St 
Stephen's Church of Scotland, through its Operations 
Co-ordinator, Alison McLaughlin, offered the use of their 
beautiful church halls and kitchen so that we could 
continue the classes through the summer without a break 
– this was a great help as our Afghan friends were keen 
to keep up the momentum of their English learning, 
especially those needing to take language exams to 
access work. It feels good to be linking with other 
churches to help communities in need, and I hope we 
can expand these joint projects in the future.
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Art in Transition 
Two of Sawa Zainb Naderi’s artworks when she was in transition 
from Afghanistan to the United Kingdom. (Left: My Home 
65x43cm. Above: Journey Begins at Dawn 50x38cm). For 
inquiries about purchasing these paintings, email  
projectcare.sncb@gmail.com

Love Without Limits

 Five Afghan men and women 
refugees from Edinburgh 
represented Project CARE in a 
Love Without Limits Gathering in 
Glasgow in June. The aim of the 
Gathering was to explore and 
develop “Faithful Welcome”. This 
is a partnership between the 
Scottish Faiths Action for 
Refugees (SFAR) and Faith in 
Community Scotland (FCS) to 
support faith communities in 
welcoming refugees and asylum 
seekers.  
 The Afghan refugees joined 
the discussion of the meaning 
and significance of “Faithful 
Welcome” and connected with 
other refugees and asylum 
seekers living in various parts of 
Scotland. 
 The Gathering aims to hear 
and better understand the diverse 
needs of those displaced from 
their 
 

Lei Garcia

Group workshop

Fahim and Hilal with the song leaders

communities and families, amplify 
the voices of refugees and asylum 
seekers, and respond to actual 
rather than perceived needs. 
 In the final part of the 
Gathering, two Afghan men 
gathered enough confidence and 
took part in leading the Karine 
Polwart’s song Come Away In as 
the participants joined in singing: 

Welcome into the house  
where we have bread to eat  

and room at the table 
Welcome into the house  

where we sit down  to meet  
with stranger and neighbour 

Welcome into the house 
Come away, come away in  

Come away, come away in the 
storm it is rising 

but we’ll hold back the wind  
Come away, come away in
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