
The
Communicant
The
Communicant

St Mungo’s, West Linton

News & Notices for the Diocese of

Edinburgh

16 October 2025

Diocese of Edinburgh

21A Grosvenor Crescent 

Edinburgh

EH12 5EL 

office@edinburgh.anglican.org 

0131 538 7033

SC001214

Published by the Diocesan

Office fortnightly, and circulated

to all Clergy, Lay Readers,

Treasurers & Vestry Secretaries,

and Diocesan Synod Lay &

Alternate Lay Representatives.

NEXT EDITION:

30 October 2025

In this edition...

Bishop Search: p. 2

news & notices: p.3

Mission & Ministry: p.4

diary & events: p.5

mailto:office@edinburgh.anglican.org
mailto:office@edinburgh.anglican.org


Bishop Search
Picture: Peter Backhouse Picture: Peter Backhouse

Pictured is our Preparatory Committee at

the Preliminary Meeting of the Electoral

Synod on Saturday, 27 September. Missing

from the photo is Canon Alistair Dinnie.

Please continue to pray for all those involved

in the process, especially for those who are

willing to make themselves vulnerable by

considering this discernment. 

Prospective candidates are now being sought for

the office of the Bishop of Edinburgh.

Nominations must have the consent of the

Nominee. Candidates may be nominated, or a

person may put their own name forward. The

Nominee must be an ordained Priest from within

the Scottish Episcopal Church, or another

Province of the Anglican Communion or from a

Church with which the Scottish Episcopal Church

is in full communion.

More information about the process, a

nomination form, the description of the diocese, a

charge profiles booklet and an assent form can be

downloaded from: https://edinburgh.anglican.org/

bishop-search/.

NOMINATIONS

This week we’ve publicised our Bishop Search

on our social media channels. Please like and

share these posts in order to spread the word!

Paper copies of the nomination pack may be

obtained from the Diocesan Office or by emailing

hharcus@dioceseofedinburgh.org.

Completed nomination forms should be emailed

to hharcus@dioceseofedinburgh.org or sent to

The Right Rev Andrew Swift (Electoral

Convenor), Diocese of Edinburgh, 21a Grosvenor

Crescent, Haymarket, Edinburgh, EH12 5EL.

Closing date: 31 October 2025, 12 noon.
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https://bsky.app/profile/dioceseofedinburgh.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/dioceseofedinburgh/
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseEdinburgh
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News and Notices

AUTUMN SYNOD

ARE YOU CONTACTING THE RIGHT PERSON?
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We love hearing from you! However, we are aware that more and more queries are directed through

the Diocesan Administrator as a ‘default’ position. We have a good ‘signpost’ Office Staff webpage

now where you just click your subject area and it takes you to the right person! Some items have now

changed, and some may even surprise you! We are also continuing to build our Vestry Resources

webpage which could well have the answer anyway (Governance, Treasurers, Buildings, Church

Management, Net Zero and much more). Click the links. Have a look!

There will be no Diocesan Synod this Autumn. Instead,

on Thursday 20 November the Standing Committee will

meet online with two representatives from each Area

Council to transact the formal business – such as the 2026

Budget. An email from Wilson Poon, Diocesan Secretary, has

gone out this week to Diocesan Synod Members with some

details. If you are an Area Council Convenor/Secretary,

please remember to contact Simon Filsell with the names

and contact details of your two representatives.

Church Magazines....please!

PLEASE LET US HAVE COPIES OF YOUR

MAGAZINES OR TELL US WHERE TO

                   SUBSCRIBE TO THEM!

Contact Cathy Ballantine at

communications@dioceseofedinburgh.org

or just send paper copies to the Diocesan

Office.

When The Edge magazine was published, we were being

sent your monthly church magazines from across the

diocese. We have gradually seen all that reduce, and we

now only get a few. We’d like to change that so we can

publicise anything interesting once again.

Thank you!

Janet Spence, Rector of Holy Cross Davidson’s

Mains, is on the look-out for two Oil Stocks: one

each for baptism and healing. If a congregation has

any gathering dust somewhere and would be willing

to make a long-term loan or gift to Holy Cross, she

would be delighted to hear from you, via the

DMMC Team. Thank you!

Request for Two Oil Stocks

Don’t forget to email us if you have

upcoming job vacancies so we can

promote them for you!

Vacancies
St Peter’s, Peebles and St Andrew’s, Innerleithen:

Priest-in-Charge, full-time position

Mustard Seed, Edinburgh:

Babies and Toddlers Group lead, part-time position

Find details of all vacancies on our Vacancies page.

Recently, Andrew Metcalfe, who is Simon Filsell’s

counterpart in the Diocese of Dunedin, New Zealand,

caught up with him, across a 12-hour time difference,

to find out about our news. Read what Andrew wrote

about us in this article on the website of the Diocese

of Dunedin, including details about Bishop Anne’s visit

here next week!

Our news from a different perspective!

A warm welcome
On 6 October the Revd

Dr Ross Jesmont was

collated as Priest-in-

Charge of St Salvador’s,

Stenhouse. During the

service, members of the

vestry presented him

with signs and reminders

of his ministry (left). You

can view the whole video

on the St Salvador’s

Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/stsalvadors.org.uk
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/who-we-are/office-staff/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vestry-resources/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vestry-resources/
mailto:communications@dioceseofedinburgh.org
mailto:freynolds@dioceseofedinburgh.org
mailto:freynolds@dioceseofedinburgh.org
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
https://hail.to/diocese-of-dunedin/publication/j8kqXto/article/FCym7eb
https://www.facebook.com/stsalvadors.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/stsalvadors.org.uk
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Subsidised Books to Gift

Mission & Ministry
Support to Vestry Members

This book is described as "An affirming

Christmas gift to give to families,

encouraging them to talk together, be

creative, be hospitable, be celebratory, and

including activities for all ages."

Congregations can order these books via

the Diocese for the reduced and subsidised

cost of £1 per book. Have look at what

the inside is like here, or view a copy the

next time you're in the Office. 

Order via this form and we will be in

touch once they are available!

HeartEdge Conference
SEC congregations are invited to attend this

inspiring and informative HeartEdge

Conference in Edinburgh on 13 November.

£10 for first person, £5 thereafter for groups.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2sYEdcc_8JhgzicU6SHkMWIp0Hu791ZFWQCykQrozcoQ_CQ/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/VestryTeas
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abundant-churches-creative-missional-and-sustainable-tickets-1598563810389?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.cpo.org.uk/christmas-family-time.html
https://www.cpo.org.uk/christmas-family-time.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zJLewg-bQ020iZ0mQCPlo1WHtXo3azhKr8QJUcStdSBUQzM2VEdFWjlONkNXM0VTMTdTQjdQM0JOTC4u
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abundant-churches-creative-missional-and-sustainable-tickets-1598563810389?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abundant-churches-creative-missional-and-sustainable-tickets-1598563810389?aff=oddtdtcreator


Don’t forget you can submit your own events on our website! Please find

details of upcoming events and how to submit your own here. It’s easy to do!

Add to our online Events Calendar

Events Highlights 

Diocesan Diary Bishop’s Diary

18 October: Autumn Craft Fayre, St Columba’s, Bathgate

21 October: Folk and Acoustic Open Mic Night, St Peter’s, Lutton Place

24 October: Jubilate Junior Choir: Open Rehearsal, St Mary’s Cathedral

24 October: Christian Aid Prayers for Peace: Sarit Michaeli, B’Tselem,

online

25 October: Repair Café, St Ninian’s, Comely Bank

25 October: Scotland Demands Better March, meeting at the Scottish

Parliament

25 October: Eye-Witness: Stories from Israel and the West Bank, St

Anne’s, Dunbar

25 October: Richard Holloway: Last Words, Christ Church, Morningside

25 October: Radiance and Resilience: An Evening with Mark S Burrows,

St John’s Princes Street

25 October: The Heart and Soul Swing Band Concerts for Christian Aid,

Greenbank Parish Church

26 October: Godly Play Circle, St Ninian’s, Comely Bank
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Following the retirement of Bishop John Armes, Bishop Mark is our Acting Bishop. He will not be

spending much time in Edinburgh Diocese, and much of the work that was done by Bishop Armes will

be covered by Dean Frances. If you wish to contact the Bishop, please do so via Hannah Harcus, who

will coordinate all the various needs with Dean Frances and Bishop Mark's PA. Thank you.

20 October: Personnel Committee 26 October: Presiding at St Mary’s Cathedral

29 November: Confirmations at Fettes College

30 November: Presiding at Rosslyn Chapel

27 October: Diocesan Buildings Committee

28 October: Edinburgh Interfaith Lecture & AGM, Edinburgh City Chambers

30 October: Black History Month Lecture 2025: Under-MAN, Martin Hall, New College

30 October: Scottish Theology and Scot-Land: The Tenth Annual Scottish Episcopal Institute Lecture, online

1 November: Sarah Jones: Everyday Normal, St Columba’s by the Castle

2 November: Musical Play for Under Fives, Holy Cross, Davidson’s Mains

7–8 November: New College Festival of Books and Belief, School of Divinity, New College

https://edinburgh.anglican.org/events/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/autumn-craft-fayre/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/folk-and-acoustic-open-mic-night/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/jubilate-junior-choir-open-rehearsal/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/christian-aid-prayers-for-peace-sarit-michaeli-btselem/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/repair-cafe/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/scotland-demands-better-the-march-for-all-of-us/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/eye-witness-stories-from-israel-and-the-west-bank/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/rholloway/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/radiance-and-resilience/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/the-heart-and-soul-swing-band-concerts-for-christian-aid/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/godly-play-circle-4/
mailto:hharcus@dioceseofedinburgh.org
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/edinburgh-interfaith-lecture-agm/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/edinburgh-interfaith-lecture-agm/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/black-history-month-lecture-2025-under-man/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/black-history-month-lecture-2025-under-man/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/scottish-theology-and-scot-land-the-tenth-annual-scottish-episcopal-institute-lecture/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/scottish-theology-and-scot-land-the-tenth-annual-scottish-episcopal-institute-lecture/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/sarah-jones-everyday-normal/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/musical-play-for-under-5s/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/new-college-festival-of-books-and-belief/

