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Bishop’s Letter for July
Summer! Whether you have been on staycation or enjoyed time away, I hope you

have been able to have some time out.

Summer! This also means summer camps and I remember them fondly. Perhaps

you have similar memories –?

Dear Friends

A colleague, after recently spending time at a Christian camp with Gen Z, said to

me with a note of sadness, “Where has the gentle but socially alert version of

Christianity I know and love evaporated to?” The question names something

many feel but struggle to articulate: a sense that faith can sometimes appear

either harsh and strident, or else so diluted that it loses its moral clarity – either

loud without love, or kind without conviction.

For me, this chimes with this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 13:31–33, 41–52) as

Jesus offers us a whole bunch of images for the kingdom of heaven: a mustard

seed, yeast hidden in flour, a treasure in a field, a pearl of great price, a net cast

into the sea. Each image holds together two things we often pull apart: quietness

and radicality.

Meanwhile, political life in the UK has experienced yet more change. We have a new prime minister in the UK, the

seventh in a decade, which tells us something of the difficulty of leading in a complex world. 

Governing in this context requires patience, nuance, and the capacity to hold together competing goods. But all

too easily – and referring not just to governing the UK –, nuance is dismissed as weakness and complexity is

labelled as confusion. It is far more comfortable to retreat into echo chambers where everything is simplified and

we’re all agreed!

So is there a tension between the radical, single-minded demand of Jesus and the complexity of our world? Does

the call to give everything for the kingdom force us into the same kind of harsh simplification we see around us?

The Gospel suggests otherwise. The radicality of the kingdom is not a call to simplistic thinking, but to

wholehearted belonging. The person who sells everything for the treasure does not do so because they have

reduced the world to a single, crude idea. They do so because they have seen something of incomparable value. It

is worth noting that the motivation is not fear or outrage – but joy! Jesus says: “In his joy, he goes and sells all that

he has.”

The kingdom does not demand everything because it is narrow, but because it is spacious (I am reminded of that

wonderful Psalm verse 31:8b: you set my feet in a broad place). It does not flatten the world’s complexity but gives

us a way to live faithfully within it.

In the end, the question is not whether we must choose between gentleness and radical commitment. The Gospel

insists that, in Christ, these belong together. The kingdom grows quietly, like a seed, and yet is worth everything we

have.

I am grateful for those seeds that I have seen leading to seedlings popping up their heads in the places I have

visited to date: faithful worship, broad welcome, respectful debate, faith taught, vocations nurtured. Thank you for

your part in this.

To follow Christ is not to escape the tensions of our time, but to inhabit them differently. We are called to listen

deeply, think carefully, and love generously, while also being willing, when we glimpse the treasure of the kingdom,

to re-order our lives around it completely. Let’s do this together – joyfully!

Blessings.



Thursday 30 July

09.00 Holy Cross, Davidson’s Mains

(Morning Prayer before setting off) 

10.30 St David, Pilton

11.30 St James, Goldenacre 

12.30 St James the Less, Leith

13.30 St Margaret of Scotland

14.30 St Vincent’s Chapel

15.15 St Ninian’s, Comely Bank

16.00 St John’s, Princes Street

16.45 St Columba’s by the Castle

17.30 St Peter, Lutton Place

Get updates and pictures

on Bishop Dagmar’s

Facebook page

18.15 St Michael & All Saints

19.00 St Martin of Tours

19.45 Christ Church, Morningside

(Final prayers)

Saturday 1 August

Start 09.15 from St John’s, Selkirk with a prayer

News and Notices

On 30 July and 1 August, Bishop Dagmar and Tilda the

dog (pictured) will be walking between some of the

churches in the Diocese of Edinburgh. Bishop Dagmar

extends a warm welcome to anyone in the diocese who

is able, to walk alongside her, for a short while or the

whole route, or to meet her at one of the churches she

is planning to visit. 

“There will be short prayers and a blessing at every church. If you would like to join Tilda and me for all

or part of the walk, please ensure you have appropriate footwear, clothing (including sun hat

and sun cream if sunny), adequate water and nutritious snacks, a mobile phone (if you

have one) and any medication you may need.

Bishop Dagmar’s Walking Tour

Walk to Melrose – 8.2 miles, mainly offroad

Arrive at Holy Trinity, Melrose by 13.45, have a picnic

Leave Melrose at 14.30

Melrose to Galashiels – 4.8 miles, mainly offroad

Arrive at St Peter’s, Galashiels, by about 17.00

The first walk, on 30 July, will take in some of our Edinburgh City charges, and on 1 August Bishop Dagmar

will be visiting three of our Borders churches, walking mainly offroad between them.

Bishop Dagmar says: “As you can see from the itinerary, the visits to the churches are brief and while the

walking pace will not be suitable for those with mobility challenges, I have tried to be generous with the

timings so we can also talk while walking to the next church.

“While I will indicate the way, please note it is up to you to be careful, watch out for

traffic and know your own capabilities and limitations.”

“The rural route in the Borders walk requires good fitness and is uneven underfoot, so strong

walking/trekking shoes or hiking boots, please, and remember your trekking poles if you like to use them.

The Itinerary

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010608048740
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010608048740


News and Notices

Net Zero Event at 
St Leonard’s, Lasswade

Join the Net Zero team at St Leonard’s, Lasswade

on 1 August from 10.30am to 1.30pm for a day of

talks, networking and learning relating to their

Benefact Trust-Scottish Episcopal Church funded

project.

Hear from installers and those involved with the

project at St Leonard’s.

Learn more about the

exciting energy project

at St Leonard’s here. 

You can register for the

event here.

Area Councils

You will have seen that the next

Diocesan Synod meeting will take place

at the Cathedral’s Walpole Hall on the

evening of 22 October. As you plan

your Area Council meetings, note that

the Synod Business will be published a

day or so after the Standing Committee

meeting on 24 September.

BUILDINGS COMMITTEE – 

NEW DEADLINES

The Buildings Committee has recently been

receiving a higher number of applications for

Canon 35 consent, Provincial Buildings

Grants and Net Zero Grants, which leads to

a large amount of paperwork for itself and

the office to deal with. Some applications and

submissions arrive only a day or so before

meetings, which makes it difficult for

members to assimilate in time. Going

forward, the committee can only deal

with submissions 10 working days

before these meetings dates:

10 August

7 September*

5 October

9 November*

30 November

*Provincial Grants deadline too

This will make sure the office has time to

prepare the papers and make sure

photos/quotes are included etc. before

sending them to the members.

Getting in touch
As we settle into our new 

office-space routines, here are

a few pointers and reminders 

about how to get in touch with us:

Use our interactive website contact page – click

the subject and it will tell you who the right

person is

Telephone – if you call our main number (0131

538 7033) there are options for safeguarding, the

Bishop’s PA, mission and ministry, administration

and communications.

Vacancies
Ps & Gs, Edinburgh: Social Transformation Lead

St Fillan’s, Edinburgh: Priest-in-Charge

St Mary’s Cathedral: Bass Lay Clerk

Find the details on our Vacancies page.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetzerochurch.scot%2Fcase-study-st-leonards-lasswade-development-for-the-future%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBethanyN%40scotland.anglican.org%7C2b419e937cba4b5b5b2108deba530c56%7Cd06686205d8a42418d6eddf13fbb7187%7C0%7C0%7C639153063088132557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LHUvqYgYld2GJpFlwCy5FM5P1FHu5OUZs7sHWz%2FnBsg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScOdMardjeMkxja66rjL14mpzzV7wdxd5An_Aq92VO7uXN_qA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Ddialog&data=05%7C02%7CBethanyN%40scotland.anglican.org%7C2b419e937cba4b5b5b2108deba530c56%7Cd06686205d8a42418d6eddf13fbb7187%7C0%7C0%7C639153063088143803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=38HhLvLHnYBoEDYNJGZez99kffS%2ByG3427H7WCUPJvk%3D&reserved=0
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/who-we-are/office-staff/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/


Mission & Ministry

Read all
about it!

The latest Youth and Children Newsletter is

out now! Read about activities and events

since New Year, discover new pre-school

group ‘Little Seeds’, get tips from the youth

team at St Mungo’s Balerno & Livingston, and

see how the PYC got on at Synod. 

In 2026, all involved in youth and children's

ministry are invited to a fresh series of

training days at Ps & Gs Church called

'beHeld'. The next is on 26 September

(the final date this year is 28 November).

Each is on Saturday, 9am–1pm, with light

refreshments, worship, and the chance to

hear from experts on key subjects.

The diocese will cover the cost of one

ticket to beHeld per charge (£15). Email

dmmcadmin@dioceseofedinburgh.org with

your name and charge if you’d like us to

book you in for either session.

Local choral director Kim

Edgar will be leading a singing

workshop focused on Songs

of Unity on Saturday 29

August at Stockbridge Parish

Church. There will be a

workshop from 11.30 am to

5pm followed by an evening

concert from 7 to 9 pm

centred around themes of

peace, justice, and our shared

humanity. 

The workshop is offered on a ‘Pay What You Can’ basis, and Kim

would also like to offer our congregations a 25% discount. If you’d

like to claim this, email her at kimtedgar@hotmail.com before 15

August. To find out more about the event, see edfringe.com

(search ‘Kim Edgar’).

Songs of Unity Singing Workshop

https://tinyurl.com/Trustee26
https://forms.gle/V5wdUzTmSdz12dH5A
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Summer-2026-YC.pdf
https://www.edfringe.com/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Summer-2026-YC.pdf
https://psandgs.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3258151
https://psandgs.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3258153
mailto:dmmcadmin@dioceseofedinburgh.org
mailto:kimtedgar@hotmail.com
http://www.edfringe.com/


Saturday 25 July, A Summer Celebration, St Leonard’s, Lasswade

Saturday 1 August, Benefact Trust Project Open Church Event: St Leonard’s, Lasswade

Tuesday 4 August, A Vigil for Peace, St John’s Episcopal Church, Jedburgh

Wednesday 5 to Friday 7 August, Art & Spirituality: Shoreline of the Invisible, Leith

School of Art, North Junction Street Campus, Edinburgh

Submit your own event details here. It’s easy to do!

Events

Events

Bishop’s Diary
25 July: Summer Celebration, St Leonard’s,

Lasswade

26 July: Presiding at St Mary’s, Grangemouth

and St Catharine’s, Bo’ness

Diocesan Diary

30 July: City Walk

1 August: Borders Walk

2 August: Presiding at St Mary’s, Coldstream

28 July: Personnel Committee

10 August: Buildings Committee

22 October: Diocesan Synod (evening)

Edinburgh Festival of the Sacred Arts, 16–22 August

Festival at St Mary’s Cathedral, from 1 August
From musical recitals to tours to art installations, there are exciting events throughout August at 

St Mary’s Cathedral. Find out more on the Cathedral website.

Here are the EFAS events that will be held at our charges. To find out more and get the full

itinerary, see the Edinburgh Festival of the Sacred Arts website.

Sunday 16 August

3pm: Exploring Sacred Space 1, St James, Goldenacre

7.30pm: Tango Mass & Magnificat, Mackintosh Choir,

St John's, Princes Street

Monday 17 August

10am: Opening of Exhibition: Bordering on the Sacred

(closes 22 August), St Vincent's Chapel

3pm: Exploring Sacred Space 2, St James, Goldenacre

Tuesday 18 August

1.15pm: A Hymn on Divine Musick: Britten's Baroque

Songs, St Vincent's Chapel

7.30pm: Christopher Marlowe's Dr Faustus, St John's,

Princes Street

Wednesday 19 August

11am: Exploring Sacred Space 5, Old St Paul's

2.30pm: Christopher Marlowe's Dr Faustus, St John's,

Princes Street

Thursday 20 August

11am: Exploring Sacred Space 6, St Michael and All

Saints

Friday 21 August

7.30pm: To Be a Pilgrim: Words and Music in Search

of God, Old St Paul's

Saturday 22 August

11am: The Life of Moses, St Vincent's Chapel

4pm: Festival Closing Service, Old St Paul's

https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/a-summer-celebration/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/benefact-trust-project-open-church-event-st-leonards-lasswade/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/a-vigil-for-peace-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/art-spirituality-shoreline-of-the-invisible/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/events/
https://www.cathedral.net/whats-on/festival-2026
https://www.edinburghsacredartsfestival.org/
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