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Bishop’s Letter for June

In today’s Eucharistic reading from Matthew 7:21–29, there is a solemn reminder that words alone do not

build the house of faith. I am so grateful for your prayers, for in prayer we listen to Christ that his love and

grace may grow in us. As we begin this new chapter together in prayer, we are rooted in him. We do not

know what’s round the corner but we do know that he is our rock and with his Spirit we will grasp the

opportunities and weather the challenges ahead.

Dear Friends

It’s early days in my time among you and I would like to thank you for

the warm welcome I am receiving, following that amazing service of

installation in St Mary’s Cathedral last month.

My second week saw me at the Provincial Synod in Stirling and it was

good to see the Province in action. Since then, the Diocesan Office has

moved (well done, team – I was safely in Stirling), I am finally able to get

at my emails and my diary is beginning to fill up. On the earlier pages

you will see some of the early highlights of these first weeks among you.

In July and August, I intend to do some walks with Tilda, my dog (already

adopted as the office mascot!) both in the city and in the Borders so do

look out for more information about this when I’ve finalised plans. These

are intended to be informal visits to various charges and anyone wishing

to do so can of course come and walk with me.

Hannah, my PA, has been in touch with Area Council convenors to organise meetings for me which will be

another way of getting to know you.

On a more sombre note, last weekend saw the awful attack on members of the Muslim community in

Edinburgh. I had only just attended a meeting of the Edinburgh Interfaith Association and the Primus and I

were glad to echo their statement. Certainly, such brutality and hate hurts us all and I trust we stand

together to offer support and prayers to all those affected, especially to those injured and the whole

Muslim community feeling anxious following the attacks. I was particularly touched by the expression of

support and solidarity from Edinburgh’s Jewish community. This is a huge tribute to interfaith relations in

Edinburgh and something to continue to build on.

Kieran Dougal, Chief Inspector, Edinburgh Partnerships (Police Scotland) has written to encourage us to

share any community concerns or information relating to any events, issues, or trends you feel they should

be aware of.

Every blessing.

Now summer holidays are upon us – well, summer is upon us – and I hope you have been able to enjoy

some of the sunshine. I’ve certainly had some lovely first explorations of the Pentland Hills.

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/bishops-show-support-for-muslim-community-after-horror-attacks/?fbclid=IwY2xjawSo3ghleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeyMxb8GFq1YcT941OpWcZhv2Qr-p6Vzk7f6-Iba07xUyATxgDXDBEv-Fa_tg_aem_oMcyi_S479puuAE0W87YfQ
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/bishops-show-support-for-muslim-community-after-horror-attacks/?fbclid=IwY2xjawSo3ghleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeyMxb8GFq1YcT941OpWcZhv2Qr-p6Vzk7f6-Iba07xUyATxgDXDBEv-Fa_tg_aem_oMcyi_S479puuAE0W87YfQ


News and Notices

Our new office is light, bright, modern and, other

than the Bishop’s Office, open-plan. We have level

access, better storage and much-improved staff

facilities. It remains a slight work in progress as we

have no direct broadband line yet, no pictures up and

the yard outside still has stonemasons’ debris, so

forgive our external appearance! There is temporary

signage, but we are right next to the Cathedral

Chapter House, behind the Medical Centre. It has

been a long project, so thank you for your patience

with us. 

We have moved! Congratulations!
On 14 June, Bishop Dagmar ordained Emma Herd

and Lana Woolford to the Diaconate.

Emma will serve as curate at St Peter’s, Galashiels

and St John’s, Selkirk. Lana will serve her curacy at St

Mary’s Cathedral.

On 11 June we said farewell to

21a Grosvenor Crescent, packed

our bags (and screens, right) and

headed less than 500 metres up

the road to 34 Manor Place,

Edinburgh EH3 7EB.

Getting to know each other

On Tuesday 9 June the ordinands of the Edinburgh

Diocese along with Dean Frances and Revd Dr

Ryan Bennett had dinner with Bishop Dagmar –

her first Bishop’s Reflection Group meeting.

It was a lovely opportunity for everyone to get to

know each other over pizza and to celebrate with

Lana and Emma as they prepared for their

ordination the following Sunday. 

From left to right: Lana Woolford, Esther Elliot,

Emma Herd, Lenore Simson, Dean Frances, Revd

Dr Ryan Bennett, Liz Moir, Bishop Dagmar,

Ayobami Oluwagbile.

All our phone numbers remain the same, as

do our email addresses. We no longer have a meeting

room so committees will now meet at other venues.

Nevertheless, we look forward to seeing you if you’d

like to pop by and have a look around!

It feels very

different to 21a

and architect 

David Willis has

done a great 

job since ‘day 

one’ (right).



News and Notices

Organ needs a new home

This electric Domus DK530 in good working condition. For

a donation it is looking for a new home. To be collected

from the Priory Church in South Queensferry, preferably,

but delivery may be possible. If you are interested, contact

Martina Bacon on info@priorychurch.org.

Vacancies
St Fillan’s, Edinburgh: Priest-in-Charge

Find the details on our Vacancies page.

St Mary’s Cathedral: Bass Lay Clerk

On 2 July at 7pm, the Revd Fiona (Fee) Reynolds

will be collated as priest-in-charge of St Peter’s,

Peebles and St Andrew’s, Innerleithen. The service will

take place at St Peter’s, Peebles.

Collation

Welcome Service
On 8 July at 7pm, the Revd Cletus Sullo will be

welcomed as part-time locum priest of Christ Church,

Falkirk. 

A Sunny Pride
Saturday 20 June was Pride Edinburgh, with the SEC

represented by some of our clergy and congregation

members. Enjoy these pictures! There are more on

the Quirk! Facebook page.

On Sunday 28 June the Priory

Rowing Team from the Priory

Church, South Queensferry will be

taking part in the Forth Bridges Raft

Race. The team is raising money for

the Priory Table, the weekly

community meal run by the Priory

Church. You can support their

fundraising by donating via this link.

Or go along to support them!

Rowing to raise funds

Catch up on Synod
The 2026 General Synod, held in

Stirling from 11 to 13 June, was

covered day by day on the SEC

website. Read the daily reports:

Day 1: Provincial strategy vision shared

Day 2: Legacy of slavery explored

Day 3: Proposal to elect designated

youth members wins backing

You can also read about the address given by the 

Rt Revd Anthony Poggo, Secretary General of the Anglican

Communion, on Day 3, in a separate article.

mailto:info@priorychurch.org
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/vacancies-2/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=quirk%20church%20for%20queer%20people%20by%20queer%20people&__stsd__=eyJwcmltYXJ5Ijp7InR5cGUiOiJUWVBFQUhFQURfUEVPUExFX0VOVElUSUVTIn19
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/priory-ferry-rowing-team-for-priory-table
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/day-1-of-synod-vision-shared/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/day-2-of-synod-legacy-of-slavery-explored/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/day-3-of-synod-proposal-to-elect-designated-youth-members-wins-backing/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/day-3-of-synod-proposal-to-elect-designated-youth-members-wins-backing/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/sec-incredibly-valued-says-secretary-general-of-anglican-communion/


Mission & Ministry

For more details,

look on the YEEK

web page. To

register, click here.

Yeek,
26 July to
1 August

Iona
Pilgrimage,
October 

Open to anyone in the SEC

in secondary education and

those under 18  who have

left full-time education.

From 10–14 October for

12–18 year olds, and from

14–17 October for those

aged 18–25+.

Book here: 12–18

application or 18–25+

application.

Explore the SEC’s new website!

The SEC has launched a bright, inviting new

website which is well worth exploring. One

highlight is the Daily Prayer page, from which

you can easily access the Daily Offices.

As you’d expect, the site has a slightly

different structure to the previous version,

so if you’re currently linking to the SEC

website from your own site, check those

links still work!

https://tinyurl.com/Trustee26
https://www.yeek.scot/
https://www.yeek.scot/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=IIZm0IpdQUKNbt3xP7txh_gC51srtUlJovV86VMlqkhUNVZKVFU0U05YUEVWQk5NME5DMFRIMU1CVS4u&route=shorturl
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4WShMTEvWlgFv1otrnjLAXRjloKmPYA1VG7Mep4G78WnB7g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4WShMTEvWlgFv1otrnjLAXRjloKmPYA1VG7Mep4G78WnB7g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTttvwvkNp2J-O_Ces8MPXyPG26sP913D4ts_bd84GS37VsA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTttvwvkNp2J-O_Ces8MPXyPG26sP913D4ts_bd84GS37VsA/viewform
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/daily-offices/


Thursdays 25 June, 2 and 9 July: Study Group: Christ Has No

Body Now But Yours, St John’s, Jedburgh

Saturday 27 June: Saying Goodbye Remembrance Service,

Glasgow Cathedral

Wednesdays 1, 8 and 29 July, 5 August: Study Group: Christ

Has No Body Now But Yours, St Cuthbert’s, Hawick

Saturday 4 July: Plants Are Our Teachers: Green Men and Wild

Women of the Summer Garden, St Mary’s Cathedral

Saturday 4 July: Journeyings: An Afternoon of Poetry and Music, St

Mary’s Cathedral

Tuesday 7 July: A Vigil for Peace, St John’s, Jedburgh

Tuesday 7 July: Introducing the Gospels by Bishop Donald Allister,

St Cuthbert’s, Colinton

Friday 10 July: A Concert Full of Hope, Holy Cross, Davidson’s

Mains 

We love hearing your updates! Please email us at

communications@dioceseofedinburgh.org

Don’t forget to like and share what we post on the diocesan social media accounts 

(Facebook, Instagram and Bluesky). It does make a difference. 

Submit your own event details here. It’s easy to do!

Events
Diocesan Diary

Events

Thursday 22 October Diocesan Synod (evening)SAVE THE DATE!

Bishop’s Diary

6 July: Buildings Committee 28 June: Preaching and presiding at St Fillan’s,

Edinburgh

30 June: Attending Royal Garden Party

2 July: Retired Clergy Lunch

5 July: Blessing the Peace Pole at St

Cuthbert’s, Colinton

https://www.instagram.com/dioceseofedinburgh/
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseEdinburgh
https://bsky.app/profile/dioceseofedinburgh.bsky.social
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/study-group-christ-has-no-body-now-but-yours/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/study-group-christ-has-no-body-now-but-yours/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/saying-goodbye/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/study-group-christ-has-no-body-now-but-yours-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/study-group-christ-has-no-body-now-but-yours-2/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/plants-are-our-teachers-green-men-and-wild-women-of-the-summer-garden/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/plants-are-our-teachers-green-men-and-wild-women-of-the-summer-garden/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/journeyings-an-afternoon-of-poetry-and-music/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/a-vigil-for-peace/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/introducing-the-gospels-by-bishop-donald-allister/
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/event/a-concert-full-of-hope/
mailto:communications@dioceseofedinburgh.org
https://edinburgh.anglican.org/events/
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